
Appendix 1:  Search Strategies 

 

1. exp Randomized Controlled Trials/ 

2. (randomized controlled trial$ or randomised controlled trial$).mp. [mp = title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject 

heading word] 

3. (randomized trial$ or randomised trial$).mp. [mp = title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject heading word] 

4. (randomized clinical trial$ or randomised clinical trial$).mp. [mp = title, original title, abstract, name of substance word, subject heading 

word] 

5. 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 

6. limit 5 to (English language and humans and "core clinical journals (aim)" and yr="2007") 



Appendix 2: Core Clinical Journals (also termed “Indexed AIM Journals”) as of February 2008 

 

NLM Unique ID  Full Journal Title  

8904605  Academic medicine : journal of the Association of American Medical Colleges  

7708173  AJR. American journal of roentgenology  

1272646  American family physician  

0370465  American heart journal  

0207277  The American journal of cardiology  

0376027  The American journal of clinical nutrition  

0370470  American journal of clinical pathology  

0267200  The American journal of medicine  

0372646  The American journal of nursing  

0370476  American journal of obstetrics and gynecology  

0370500  American journal of ophthalmology  

0370502  American journal of pathology  

8803677  American journal of physical medicine & rehabilitation / Association of Academic Physiatrists  

0370512  The American journal of psychiatry  

1254074  American journal of public health  

9421642  American journal of respiratory and critical care medicine  

0370473  American journal of surgery  

0370506  The American journal of the medical sciences  

0370507  The American journal of tropical medicine and hygiene  

0370524  Anaesthesia  

1310650  Anesthesia and analgesia  

1300217  Anesthesiology  

8002646  Annals of emergency medicine  

0372351  Annals of internal medicine  

0407300  The Annals of otology, rhinology, and laryngology  



0372354  Annals of surgery  

15030100R  The Annals of thoracic surgery  

0372433  Archives of dermatology  

0372434  Archives of disease in childhood  

9501297  Archives of disease in childhood. Fetal and neonatal edition  

101282564  Archives of environmental & occupational health [continues Archives of environmental health]  

0372435  Archives of general psychiatry  

0372440  Archives of internal medicine  

0372436  Archives of neurology  

7706534  Archives of ophthalmology  

8603209  Archives of otolaryngology--head & neck surgery  

7607091  Archives of pathology & laboratory medicine  

9422751  Archives of pediatrics & adolescent medicine  

2985158R  Archives of physical medicine and rehabilitation  

9716528  Archives of surgery (Chicago, Ill : 1960)  

0370605  Arthritis and rheumatism  

100935741  BJOG : an international journal of obstetrics and gynaecology [continues British journal of obstetrics and 
gynaecology]  

7603509  Blood  

8900488  BMJ (Clinical research ed)  

0372537  Brain; a journal of neurology  

0373125  The British journal of radiology  

0372553  The British journal of surgery  

0370647  CA: a cancer journal for clinicians  

0374236  Cancer  

0231335  Chest  

0147763  Circulation  

0075674  Clinical orthopaedics and related research  



0372606  Clinical pediatrics  

101241654  Clinical toxicology : the official journal of the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology and European 
Association of Poisons Centres and Clinical Toxicologists [continues Journal of toxicology. Clinical toxicology]  

0372741  Clinical pharmacology and therapeutics  

9711805  CMAJ : Canadian Medical Association journal = journal de l'Association medicale canadienne  

0355501  Critical care medicine  

0372617  Current problems in surgery  

0372763  Diabetes  

7902782  Digestive diseases and sciences  

0370657  Disease-a-month : DM  

0375040  Endocrinology  

0374630  Gastroenterology  

2985102R  Geriatrics  

2985108R  Gut  

0330057  Heart & lung : the journal of critical care  

9602087  Heart (British Cardiac Society)  

9312077  Hospitals & health networks / AHA  

7501160  JAMA : the journal of the American Medical Association  

1275002  The Journal of allergy and clinical immunology  

0014030  The Journal of bone and joint surgery American volume  

0375355  The Journal of bone and joint surgery British volume  

0375362  The Journal of clinical endocrinology and metabolism  

7802877  The Journal of clinical investigation  

0376601  Journal of clinical pathology  

7502590  The Journal of family practice  

2985117R  Journal of immunology (Baltimore, Md : 1950)  

0413675  The Journal of infectious diseases  

8706896  The Journal of laryngology and otology  



0375402  The Journal of nervous and mental disease  

0253357  Journal of neurosurgery  

1263116  The Journal of nursing administration  

8206428  Journal of oral and maxillofacial surgery : official journal of the American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeons  

0375410  The Journal of pediatrics  

8301365  Journal of the American College of Cardiology  

9431305  Journal of the American College of Surgeons  

7503061  Journal of the American Dietetic Association  

0376343  The Journal of thoracic and cardiovascular surgery  

0376373  The Journal of trauma  

0376374  The Journal of urology  

9502837  The journals of gerontology. Series A, Biological sciences and medical sciences  

9508483  The journals of gerontology. Series B, Psychological sciences and social sciences  

2985213R  Lancet  

0405543  Mayo Clinic proceedings  

2985236R  The Medical clinics of North America  

2985240R  The Medical letter on drugs and therapeutics  

2985248R  Medicine; analytical reviews of general medicine, neurology, psychiatry, dermatology, and pediatrics  

0401060  Neurology  

0255562  The New England journal of medicine  

0042033  The Nursing clinics of North America  

0401075  Nursing outlook  

0376404  Nursing research  

0401101  Obstetrics and gynecology  

0254463  The Orthopedic clinics of North America  

0401126  Pediatric clinics of North America  

0376422  Pediatrics  



0022623  Physical therapy  

1306050  Plastic and reconstructive surgery  

0376442  Progress in cardiovascular diseases  

9716844  Public health reports (Washington, D.C. : 1974)  

0123703  Radiologic clinics of North America  

0401260  Radiology  

100883501  Rheumatology (Oxford, England) [continues British journal of rheumatology]  

0404522  Southern medical journal  

0417347  Surgery  

0074243  The Surgical clinics of North America  

101280339  Translational research : the journal of laboratory and clinical medicine [continues The Journal of laboratory and 
clinical medicine]  

0423221  The Urologic clinics of North America  

 
  



Appendix 3: Approaches to selecting the primary outcome 

At the full text screening stage, the reviewers will select a primary outcome for eligible studies, using the following strategy: If the report 

specifies a primary outcome, we will select it as the primary outcome; if the report specifies more than one primary outcome (i.e. co-primary 

outcomes), we will select the one with the largest number of subgroup analyses; if outcomes have the same number of subgroup analyses, we 

will select the one with the greatest relevance to patients according to a pre-defined outcome hierarchy (shown in the table below), and if 

more than one outcome are in the same category, we will take the first reported outcome in the abstract. If the report does not specify a 

primary outcome, we will select the outcome used for the study sample size calculation, but if there is no sample size calculation reported or 

if there is a sample size calculation for several outcomes, we will proceed as detailed in the previous sentence. 

Table: Hierarchy of outcomes 

I. Mortality 

1) all cause mortality  

2) disease specific mortality  

II. Morbidity 

1) cardiovascular major morbid events 

2) other major morbid events (e.g. loss of vision, seizures, fracture, 

revascularization)  

3) recurrence/relapse/remission of cancer/disease free survival 

4) renal failure requiring dialysis 

5) hospitalizations 

6) infections 

7) dermatological/ rheumatologic disorders 

III. Symptoms/Quality of life/Functional status (e.g. failure to become pregnant, 

successful nursing/breastfeeding, depression) 

IV. Surrogate outcomes (e.g. viral load, physical activity, post operative atrial fibrillation) 

 



Appendix 4: Selection of pair-wise comparisons 
Reviewers will identify a pair-wise comparison of interest, using the following strategy. If there are only two groups, we will use them for 

the pair-wise comparison. If there are three or more groups, we will select the comparison that was clearly and explicitly defined as the 

primary comparison in the study report; if the primary comparison was not explicitly defined, we will select the comparison that reports the 

largest number of subgroup analyses for the selected primary outcome; if more than one comparison reported the same largest number of 

subgroup analyses, we will select the comparison that reports the smallest interaction p value; if the interaction p value is not available, we 

will select the one that has the smallest p value for the main effect. 

 
Appendix 5: List of Included Studies (in alphabetic order of the last name of the first author) 

 
1. Aaron SD, Vandemheen KL, Fergusson D, Maltais F, Bourbeau J, Goldstein R, et al. Tiotropium in combination with placebo, salmeterol, 

or fluticasone-salmeterol for treatment of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease: A randomized trial.[see comment][summary for 
patients in ann intern med. 2007 apr 17;146(8):I12; pmid: 17310044]. Ann Intern Med 2007;146:545-55. 

2. Addolorato G, Leggio L, Ferrulli A, Cardone S, Vonghia L, Mirijello A, et al. Effectiveness and safety of baclofen for maintenance of 
alcohol abstinence in alcohol-dependent patients with liver cirrhosis: Randomised, double-blind controlled study.[see comment]. 
Lancet 2007;370:1915-22. 

3. Adu-Afarwuah S, Lartey A, Brown KH, Zlotkin S, Briend A, Dewey KG. Randomized comparison of 3 types of micronutrient 
supplements for home fortification of complementary foods in ghana: Effects on growth and motor development. Am J Clin Nutr 
2007;86:412-20. 

4. ADVANCE Collobarative Group, Patel A, Group AC, MacMahon S, Chalmers J, Neal B, et al. Effects of a fixed combination of 
perindopril and indapamide on macrovascular and microvascular outcomes in patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus (the advance 
trial): A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;370:829-40. 

5. Agnelli G, Gallus A, Goldhaber SZ, Haas S, Huisman MV, Hull RD, et al. Treatment of proximal deep-vein thrombosis with the oral 
direct factor xa inhibitor rivaroxaban (bay 59-7939): The odixa-dvt (oral direct factor xa inhibitor bay 59-7939 in patients with acute 
symptomatic deep-vein thrombosis) study.[see comment]. Circulation 2007;116:180-7. 

6. Ahimastos AA, Aggarwal A, D'Orsa KM, Formosa MF, White AJ, Savarirayan R, et al. Effect of perindopril on large artery stiffness and 
aortic root diameter in patients with marfan syndrome: A randomized controlled trial. JAMA 2007;298:1539-47. 

7. Ainsworth R, Dziedzic K, Hiller L, Daniels J, Bruton A, Broadfield J. A prospective double blind placebo-controlled randomized trial of 
ultrasound in the physiotherapy treatment of shoulder pain. Rheumatology 2007;46:815-20. 

8. Ajalloueyan M, Fartookzadeh M, Parhizgar H. Use of laser for dacrocystorhinostomy. Arch Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 2007;133:340-3. 



9. Albert JD, Meadeb J, Guggenbuhl P, Marin F, Benkalfate T, Thomazeau H, et al. High-energy extracorporeal shock-wave therapy for 
calcifying tendinitis of the rotator cuff: A randomised trial. Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery - British Volume 2007;89:335-41. 

10. Albo ME, Richter HE, Brubaker L, Norton P, Kraus SR, Zimmern PE, et al. Burch colposuspension versus fascial sling to reduce urinary 
stress incontinence.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;356:2143-55. 

11. Alho OP, Koivunen P, Penna T, Teppo H, Koskela M, Luotonen J. Tonsillectomy versus watchful waiting in recurrent streptococcal 
pharyngitis in adults: Randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;334:939. 

12. Andang'o PE, Osendarp SJ, Ayah R, West CE, Mwaniki DL, De Wolf CA, et al. Efficacy of iron-fortified whole maize flour on iron 
status of schoolchildren in kenya: A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;369:1799-806. 

13. Anderson DR, Kahn SR, Rodger MA, Kovacs MJ, Morris T, Hirsch A, et al. Computed tomographic pulmonary angiography vs 
ventilation-perfusion lung scanning in patients with suspected pulmonary embolism: A randomized controlled trial.[see comment]. 
JAMA 2007;298:2743-53. 

14. Aouad MT, Yazbeck-Karam VG, Nasr VG, El-Khatib MF, Kanazi GE, Bleik JH. A single dose of propofol at the end of surgery for the 
prevention of emergence agitation in children undergoing strabismus surgery during sevoflurane anesthesia. Anesthesiology 
2007;107:733-8. 

15. Apex Ami Investigators, Armstrong PW, Granger CB, Adams PX, Hamm C, Holmes D, Jr., et al. Pexelizumab for acute st-elevation 
myocardial infarction in patients undergoing primary percutaneous coronary intervention: A randomized controlled trial.[see 
comment]. JAMA 2007;297:43-51. 

16. Astermark J, Donfield SM, DiMichele DM, Gringeri A, Gilbert SA, Waters J, et al. A randomized comparison of bypassing agents in 
hemophilia complicated by an inhibitor: The feiba novoseven comparative (fenoc) study. Blood 2007;109:546-51. 

17. Ayan S, Topsakal K, Gokce G, Gultekin EY. Efficacy of combined anticholinergic treatment and behavioral modification as a first line 
treatment for nonneurogenic and nonanatomical voiding dysfunction in children: A randomized controlled trial. J Urol 
2007;177:2325-8; discussion 28-9. 

18. Bailey RC, Moses S, Parker CB, Agot K, Maclean I, Krieger JN, et al. Male circumcision for hiv prevention in young men in kisumu, 
kenya: A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;369:643-56. 

19. Ballantyne CM, Weiss R, Moccetti T, Vogt A, Eber B, Sosef F, et al. Efficacy and safety of rosuvastatin 40 mg alone or in combination 
with ezetimibe in patients at high risk of cardiovascular disease (results from the explorer study). Am J Cardiol 2007;99:673-80. 

20. Banikazemi M, Bultas J, Waldek S, Wilcox WR, Whitley CB, McDonald M, et al. Agalsidase-beta therapy for advanced fabry disease: 
A randomized trial.[see comment]. Ann Intern Med 2007;146:77-86. 

21. Banks EH, Chudnoff S, Karmin I, Wang C, Pardanani S. Does a surgical simulator improve resident operative performance of 
laparoscopic tubal ligation? Am J Obstet Gynecol 2007;197:541.e1-5. 

22. Banu SH, Jahan M, Koli UK, Ferdousi S, Khan NZ, Neville B. Side effects of phenobarbital and carbamazepine in childhood epilepsy: 
Randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;334:1207. 

23. Barak M, Philipchuck P, Abecassis P, Katz Y. A comparison of the truview blade with the macintosh blade in adult patients. Anaesthesia 
2007;62:827-31. 

24. Barter PJ, Caulfield M, Eriksson M, Grundy SM, Kastelein JJ, Komajda M, et al. Effects of torcetrapib in patients at high risk for 
coronary events.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;357:2109-22. 



25. Bashshur ZF, Schakal A, Hamam RN, El Haibi CP, Jaafar RF, Noureddin BN. Intravitreal bevacizumab vs verteporfin photodynamic 
therapy for neovascular age-related macular degeneration. Arch Ophthalmol 2007;125:1357-61. 

26. Bassett SF, Prapavessis H. Home-based physical therapy intervention with adherence-enhancing strategies versus clinic-based 
management for patients with ankle sprains. Phys Ther 2007;87:1132-43. 

27. Batisky DL, Sorof JM, Sugg J, Llewellyn M, Klibaner M, Hainer JW, et al. Efficacy and safety of extended release metoprolol succinate 
in hypertensive children 6 to 16 years of age: A clinical trial experience.[see comment]. J Pediatr;150:134-9. 

28. Beaupre LA, al-Yamani M, Huckell JR, Johnston DWC. Hydroxyapatite-coated tibial implants compared with cemented tibial fixation in 
primary total knee arthroplasty. A randomized trial of outcomes at five years. Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery - American Volume 
2007;89:2204-11. 

29. Bech BH, Obel C, Henriksen TB, Olsen J. Effect of reducing caffeine intake on birth weight and length of gestation: Randomised 
controlled trial.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;334:409. 

30. Bell JG, Shaffer LE, Schrickel-Feller T. Randomized trial comparing 3 methods of postoperative analgesia in gynecology patients: 
Patient-controlled intravenous, scheduled intravenous, and scheduled subcutaneous. Am J Obstet Gynecol 2007;197:472.e1-7. 

31. Bello-Haas VD, Florence JM, Kloos AD, Scheirbecker J, Lopate G, Hayes SM, et al. A randomized controlled trial of resistance exercise 
in individuals with als. Neurology 2007;68:2003-7. 

32. Belshe RB, Edwards KM, Vesikari T, Black SV, Walker RE, Hultquist M, et al. Live attenuated versus inactivated influenza vaccine in 
infants and young children.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;356:685-96. 

33. Berlucchi M, Salsi D, Valetti L, Parrinello G, Nicolai P. The role of mometasone furoate aqueous nasal spray in the treatment of 
adenoidal hypertrophy in the pediatric age group: Preliminary results of a prospective, randomized study. Pediatrics 
2007;119:e1392-7. 

34. Bhagat SK, Chacko NK, Kekre NS, Gopalakrishnan G, Antonisamy B, Devasia A. Is there a role for tamsulosin in shock wave 
lithotripsy for renal and ureteral calculi? J Urol 2007;177:2185-8. 

35. Biai S, Rodrigues A, Gomes M, Ribeiro I, Sodemann M, Alves F, et al. Reduced in-hospital mortality after improved management of 
children under 5 years admitted to hospital with malaria: Randomised trial.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;335:862. 

36. Black DM, Delmas PD, Eastell R, Reid IR, Boonen S, Cauley JA, et al. Once-yearly zoledronic acid for treatment of postmenopausal 
osteoporosis.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;356:1809-22. 

37. Bleyen I, van den Bosch WA, Bockholts D, Mulder P, Paridaens D. Silicone intubation with or without balloon dacryocystoplasty in 
acquired partial nasolacrimal duct obstruction. Am J Ophthalmol 2007;144:776-80. 

38. Bolton P, Bass J, Betancourt T, Speelman L, Onyango G, Clougherty KF, et al. Interventions for depression symptoms among adolescent 
survivors of war and displacement in northern uganda: A randomized controlled trial.[see comment]. JAMA 2007;298:519-27. 

39. Borland M, Jacobs I, King B, O'Brien D. A randomized controlled trial comparing intranasal fentanyl to intravenous morphine for 
managing acute pain in children in the emergency department. Ann Emerg Med 2007;49:335-40. 

40. Botoni FA, Poole-Wilson PA, Ribeiro AL, Okonko DO, Oliveira BM, Pinto AS, et al. A randomized trial of carvedilol after renin-
angiotensin system inhibition in chronic chagas cardiomyopathy. Am Heart J 2007;153:544.e1-8. 

41. Brandes JL, Kudrow D, Stark SR, O'Carroll CP, Adelman JU, O'Donnell FJ, et al. Sumatriptan-naproxen for acute treatment of migraine: 
A randomized trial. JAMA 2007;297:1443-54. 



42. Briguori C, Airoldi F, D'Andrea D, Bonizzoni E, Morici N, Focaccio A, et al. Renal insufficiency following contrast media 
administration trial (remedial): A randomized comparison of 3 preventive strategies. Circulation 2007;115:1211-7. 

43. Brisinda G, Cadeddu F, Brandara F, Marniga G, Maria G. Randomized clinical trial comparing botulinum toxin injections with 0.2 per 
cent nitroglycerin ointment for chronic anal fissure. Br J Surg 2007;94:162-7. 

44. Brotman LM, Gouley KK, Huang KY, Kamboukos D, Fratto C, Pine DS. Effects of a psychosocial family-based preventive intervention 
on cortisol response to a social challenge in preschoolers at high risk for antisocial behavior. Arch Gen Psychiatry 2007;64:1172-9. 

45. Brown CT, Yap T, Cromwell DA, Rixon L, Steed L, Mulligan K, et al. Self management for men with lower urinary tract symptoms: 
Randomised controlled trial.[see comment][erratum appears in bmj. 2007 sep 1;335(7617):0]. BMJ 2007;334:25. 

46. Bulkmans NW, Berkhof J, Rozendaal L, van Kemenade FJ, Boeke AJ, Bulk S, et al. Human papillomavirus DNA testing for the 
detection of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia grade 3 and cancer: 5-year follow-up of a randomised controlled implementation 
trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;370:1764-72. 

47. Burns T, Catty J, Becker T, Drake RE, Fioritti A, Knapp M, et al. The effectiveness of supported employment for people with severe 
mental illness: A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;370:1146-52. 

48. Bussel JB, Cheng G, Saleh MN, Psaila B, Kovaleva L, Meddeb B, et al. Eltrombopag for the treatment of chronic idiopathic 
thrombocytopenic purpura.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;357:2237-47. 

49. Campbell IA, Bentley DP, Prescott RJ, Routledge PA, Shetty HG, Williamson IJ. Anticoagulation for three versus six months in patients 
with deep vein thrombosis or pulmonary embolism, or both: Randomised trial.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;334:674. 

50. Canadian Orthopaedic Trauma S. Nonoperative treatment compared with plate fixation of displaced midshaft clavicular fractures. A 
multicenter, randomized clinical trial. Journal of Bone & Joint Surgery - American Volume 2007;89:1-10. 

51. Canani RB, Cirillo P, Terrin G, Cesarano L, Spagnuolo MI, De Vincenzo A, et al. Probiotics for treatment of acute diarrhoea in children: 
Randomised clinical trial of five different preparations.[see comment]. BMJ 2007;335:340. 

52. Carlson JJ, Farquhar JW, DiNucci E, Ausserer L, Zehnder J, Miller D, et al. Safety and efficacy of a ginkgo biloba-containing dietary 
supplement on cognitive function, quality of life, and platelet function in healthy, cognitively intact older adults.[see comment]. J Am 

Diet Assoc 2007;107:422-32. 
53. Casati A, Danelli G, Baciarello M, Corradi M, Leone S, Di Cianni S, et al. A prospective, randomized comparison between ultrasound 

and nerve stimulation guidance for multiple injection axillary brachial plexus block.[see comment]. Anesthesiology 2007;106:992-6. 
54. Catovsky D, Richards S, Matutes E, Oscier D, Dyer MJ, Bezares RF, et al. Assessment of fludarabine plus cyclophosphamide for 

patients with chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (the lrf cll4 trial): A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 2007;370:230-9. 
55. Chan DS, Callahan CW, Hatch-Pigott VB, Lawless A, Proffitt HL, Manning NE, et al. Internet-based home monitoring and education of 

children with asthma is comparable to ideal office-based care: Results of a 1-year asthma in-home monitoring trial. Pediatrics 
2007;119:569-78. 

56. Chan FK, Wong VW, Suen BY, Wu JC, Ching JY, Hung LC, et al. Combination of a cyclo-oxygenase-2 inhibitor and a proton-pump 
inhibitor for prevention of recurrent ulcer bleeding in patients at very high risk: A double-blind, randomised trial.[see comment]. 
Lancet 2007;369:1621-6. 

57. Chan HL, Heathcote EJ, Marcellin P, Lai CL, Cho M, Moon YM, et al. Treatment of hepatitis b e antigen positive chronic hepatitis with 
telbivudine or adefovir: A randomized trial.[see comment][summary for patients in ann intern med. 2007 dec 4;147(11):I16; pmid: 



17909200]. Ann Intern Med 2007;147:745-54. 
58. Chan KK, Tam KF, Tse KY, Ngan HY. The use of vaginal antimicrobial after large loop excision of transformation zone: A prospective 

randomised trial. BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 2007;114:970-6. 
59. Chang TS, Bressler NM, Fine JT, Dolan CM, Ward J, Klesert TR, et al. Improved vision-related function after ranibizumab treatment of 

neovascular age-related macular degeneration: Results of a randomized clinical trial. Arch Ophthalmol 2007;125:1460-9. 
60. Chapman WC, Singla N, Genyk Y, McNeil JW, Renkens KL, Jr., Reynolds TC, et al. A phase 3, randomized, double-blind comparative 

study of the efficacy and safety of topical recombinant human thrombin and bovine thrombin in surgical hemostasis. J Am Coll Surg 
2007;205:256-65. 

61. Charles T, Quinn D, Weatherall M, Aldington S, Beasley R, Holt S. An audiovisual reminder function improves adherence with inhaled 
corticosteroid therapy in asthma. J Allergy Clin Immunol 2007;119:811-6. 

62. Choi YS, Bang SO, Shim JK, Chung KY, Kwak YL, Hong YW. Effects of head-down tilt on intrapulmonary shunt fraction and 
oxygenation during one-lung ventilation in the lateral decubitus position. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 2007;134:613-8. 

63. Church TS, Earnest CP, Skinner JS, Blair SN. Effects of different doses of physical activity on cardiorespiratory fitness among sedentary, 
overweight or obese postmenopausal women with elevated blood pressure: A randomized controlled trial.[see comment]. JAMA 
2007;297:2081-91. 

64. Cinnella G, Meola S, Portincasa A, Parisi D, Morgese F, Pavone G, et al. Sedation analgesia during office-based plastic surgery 
procedures: Comparison of two opioid regimens. Plast Reconstr Surg 2007;119:2263-70. 

65. Clark NM, Gong ZM, Wang SJ, Lin X, Bria WF, Johnson TR. A randomized trial of a self-regulation intervention for women with 
asthma. Chest 2007;132:88-97. 

66. Cohen P, Pagnoux C, Mahr A, Arene JP, Mouthon L, Le Guern V, et al. Churg-strauss syndrome with poor-prognosis factors: A 
prospective multicenter trial comparing glucocorticoids and six or twelve cyclophosphamide pulses in forty-eight patients. Arthritis 

Rheum 2007;57:686-93. 
67. Cohen SP, Wenzell D, Hurley RW, Kurihara C, Buckenmaier CC, 3rd, Griffith S, et al. A double-blind, placebo-controlled, dose-

response pilot study evaluating intradiscal etanercept in patients with chronic discogenic low back pain or lumbosacral radiculopathy. 
Anesthesiology 2007;107:99-105. 

68. Cole BF, Baron JA, Sandler RS, Haile RW, Ahnen DJ, Bresalier RS, et al. Folic acid for the prevention of colorectal adenomas: A 
randomized clinical trial.[see comment]. JAMA 2007;297:2351-9. 

69. Collins JF, Dartt DA, Dana R. Mist delivery of eye medication to the anterior segment. Am J Ophthalmol 2007;144:137-9. 
70. Colombel JF, Sandborn WJ, Rutgeerts P, Enns R, Hanauer SB, Panaccione R, et al. Adalimumab for maintenance of clinical response 

and remission in patients with crohn's disease: The charm trial. Gastroenterology 2007;132:52-65. 
71. Conlon NP, Sullivan RP, Herbison PG, Zacharias M, Buggy DJ. The effect of leaving dentures in place on bag-mask ventilation at 

induction of general anesthesia. Anesth Analg 2007;105:370-3. 
72. Conter V, Valsecchi MG, Silvestri D, Campbell M, Dibar E, Magyarosy E, et al. Pulses of vincristine and dexamethasone in addition to 

intensive chemotherapy for children with intermediate-risk acute lymphoblastic leukaemia: A multicentre randomised trial.[see 
comment]. Lancet 2007;369:123-31. 

73. Coombes RC, Kilburn LS, Snowdon CF, Paridaens R, Coleman RE, Jones SE, et al. Survival and safety of exemestane versus tamoxifen 



after 2-3 years' tamoxifen treatment (intergroup exemestane study): A randomised controlled trial.[see comment]. Lancet 
2007;369:559-70. 

74. Corneli HM, Zorc JJ, Majahan P, Shaw KN, Holubkov R, Reeves SD, et al. A multicenter, randomized, controlled trial of 
dexamethasone for bronchiolitis.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;357:331-9. 

75. Cornely OA, Maertens J, Winston DJ, Perfect J, Ullmann AJ, Walsh TJ, et al. Posaconazole vs. Fluconazole or itraconazole prophylaxis 
in patients with neutropenia.[see comment]. N Engl J Med 2007;356:348-59. 
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Luo J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Madruga Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Madruga Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 



Maharaj Anesthesiology TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Mahmoud Ann Intern Med TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Maki Neurology TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Maki-Petaja J Am Coll Cardiol FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Malhotra-Kumar Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Man Phys Therap FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Manco-Johnson NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Mant Lancet FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Manzoni NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Marini Ann Intern Med FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mark J Infect Dis TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Martineau 
Am J Respir Crit Care 
Med 

FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mason BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mastenbroek NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mayer Am J Public Health FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mayer Anesth Analg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Mayrand NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

McCann Lancet FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

McGurk Am J Psychiatry FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

McHutschinson NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Mebazaa JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Michalek Anesth Analg TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Miller NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Miller Heart Lung FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mittermayer J Clin Endocrin Metab FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Mittermayr Anesth Analg TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Mochizuki Lancet TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Moghrabi Blood FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Montano J Clin Endocrin Metab FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 



Montgomery BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Montini BMJ FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Montuschi Chest TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Morice J Am Coll Cardiol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Morice 
Am J Respir Crit Care 
Med 

FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Morrow JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Motallebzadeh Ann Thorac Surg FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Motzer NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Mourot Arch Phys Med Rehab FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mukamal Am Heart J TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Murphy Anesth Analg FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Murray-Colb Am J Clin Nutr FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Mutty J Bone Joint Surg Am FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE 

Myers Am Heart J FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Nadel Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Naja J Laryngol Otol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Naucler NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Neuberger Arthritis Rheum FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Newburger NEJM FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Nguyen NEJM FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Nissen JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Nissen JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Nissen NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Ntab Am J Trop Med Hyg FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Olshansky Circulation TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

O'Neill Arch Phys Med Rehab FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Oparil Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Paavonen Lancet FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Padian Lancet FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 



Pajno J Allerg Clin Immunol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Pan Am Heart J FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Pandey JAMA FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Pandharipande JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Papi NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Paradise NEJM TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Park Am J Clin Nutr FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Patte Blood FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Patti J Am Coll Cardiol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE 

Pedersen Arch Intern Med FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Pengal Ann Intern Med FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Peters NEJM TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Petrie BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Petronio J Am Coll Cardiol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Peul NEJM FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Picard Chest FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Pierce JAMA FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Pieters Lancet FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Poggie J Bone Joint Surg Am FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE 

Poldermans J Am Coll Cardiol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Pomerantz J Urol FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Pope Pediatrics FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Posner NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Quasar Collaborative Lancet TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Rafter Am J Clin Nutr FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Rakowski Am Heart J FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Ranson BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Ratcliff Lancet FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Raveendran BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Recio-Mayoral J Am Coll Cardiol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 



Reddy NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Redman J Clin Endocrin Metab FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Reed J Am Coll Surg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Reid J Clin Endocrin Metab TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

REST investigators NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Reyburn BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Rhyn Am J Psychiatry TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Robinson Obstet Gynecol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Roche Arch Phys Med Rehab FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Roelofs Ann Intern Med TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Ronco BMJ TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Rosenfeld Am J Ophthalmol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Ross Ann Emerg Med FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Rouse NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Rudolph Am J Clin Nutr FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Ruiz-Palacios Pediatrics TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Rynn Am J Psychiatry TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sachs NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sahai J Urol FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sakuramoto NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Salminen Ann Surg FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sandborn Ann Intern Med TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sandborn Inflamm Bowel Dis TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sandborn NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sattar Arthritis Rheum TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

SawkaSS Arch Intern Med TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sazawal BMJ TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sazawal Lancet FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Scarborough NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 



Scarborough NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Schmid ss NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Schreiber NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Scirica Circulation TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sconce Blood FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Serisier Chest FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Seymour Lancet FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sezer NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Shaddy JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Shalaby Am J Cardiol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Sherman Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Shiffman NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Shim Am J Psychiatry FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sijbrandij Am J Psychiatry FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Simon J Clin Endocrin Metab TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

SIN Chest FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Singh NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Singh NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Singler Anesth Analg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Slotman NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Smith Lancet TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Soliman J Urol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Spiegel Cancer FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Staskin J Urol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Stavroulaki 
Ann Otol Rhinol 
Laryngol 

FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Stensballe Ann Intern Med TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Stewart BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Stone JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 



Stone JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Storch Arch Neurol TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Strander Cancer TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Stremmel Ann Intern Med FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Su BMJ FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sullivan NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Sultana Radiology FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Sweeney NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

T?rnqvist 
Am J Respir Crit Care 
Med 

FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Tan Obstet Gynecol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Tardif JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Teoh Anaesthesia FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Teppema 
Am J Respir Crit Care 
Med 

FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Thapa Am J Trop Med Hyg FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Thiam JAMA FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Thomson Arch Dis Child TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Tielsch Lancet FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Torgerson 
Ann Otol Rhinol 
Laryngol 

FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Treanor JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

TRIUMPH 
Investigators 

JAMA TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Tunon-de-Lara J Allerg Clin Immunol FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Ullman NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Uvehammer J Bone Joint Surg Br TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Valencia Am J Cardiol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

van Gogh NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Van Hoeck J Urol TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 



van Ruler JAMA FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

van Veen Br J Surg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

vanDijk JAMA FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Verdonck Blood FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Vetter Anesth Analg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Vicker BMJ FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Victor NEJM TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

vonHertzen Lancet FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wallen Arch Phys Med Rehab FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wang JAMA FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wapner NEJM FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wappler Anesthesiology TRUE FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Wathen Ann Emerg Med FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Watt Anesthesiology FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

WAVE trial NEJM TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Westhoff Obstet Gynecol FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Whitelaw Pediatrics FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wijaya-Erhardt Am J Clin Nutr FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wilfley JAMA FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Williamson JAMA FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wilson Circulation TRUE TRUE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Winblad Neurology TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Wiviott Circulation TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Wiviott NEJM TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Woloshin Ann Intern Med FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Woloshin Ann Intern Med FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Wright J Bone Joint Durg Am FALSE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Xue Anaesthesia FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Yones Arch Dermatology TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Yu Gut FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Yuen Anesth Analg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 



Zar BMJ FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE FALSE 

Zhang Anesth analg FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE FALSE TRUE 

Zheng Chest TRUE FALSE FALSE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

Zimmermann Am J Clin Nutr TRUE TRUE TRUE TRUE FALSE FALSE 

 
Supplementary file 7: List of studies that did not report a funding source 

Author  Journal Name 
Patients randomized 

per arm 

Subgroup 

reported 

Ainsworth Rheumatology 110.5 Yes 

Ajalloueyan Arch Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg 122 No 

Ayan J Urol 26 Yes 

Banks Am J Obstet Gynecol 10 No 

Barak Anaesthesia 85 Yes 

Bashshur Arch Ophthalmol 32 No 

Berlucchi Pediatrics 10.5 No 

Berlucchi Pediatrics 30 No 

Bhagat J Urol 30 Yes 

Briguori Circulation 117.5 Yes 

Brisinda Br J Surg 50 No 

Choi J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 17 No 

Crisafulli Chest 30 Yes 

Domingo-Triado Anesth Analg 30.5 Yes 

Ensini Clin Orthop Relat Res 53.5 No 

Erbil J Clin Endocrin Metab 18 No 

Gacci J Urol 12.5 No 

Greenfield J Urol 21 No 

Greenland Anaesthesia 17 No 

Gudziol J Urol 10 Yes 

Han-Geurts Br J Surg 75 No 

Hayward Nursing Research 3 No 

Heinstad Obstet Gynecol 254 No 



Iijima Anesth Analg 90 No 

Jannelli Am J Obstet Gynecol 122 No 

John Anaesthesia 35 Yes 

Jonnavithula Anaesthesia 20 No 

Khoo Ann Surg 35 No 

Khoury BJOG 145 No 

Kimberger Anaesthesia 40 No 

Koc Anesth Analg 14.5 No 

Kochiadakis Am J Cardiol 91 Yes 

Leardi Br J Surg 20 No 

Longobardi Am J Cardiol 12 No 

Lunde Am Heart J 50 No 

Luo J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 12 No 

Man Phys Therap 11 No 

Mayer Anesth Analg 22 No 

Mittermayer J Clin Endocrin Metab 8 No 

Morice Am J Respir Crit Care Med 27 No 

Naja J Laryngol Otol 34 No 

O'Neill Arch Phys Med Rehab 45.5 Yes 

Pajno J Allerg Clin Immunol 28 Yes 

Petronio J Am Coll Cardiol 50.5 No 

Picard Chest 34.5 No 

Poldermans J Am Coll Cardiol 50.5 No 

Rakowski Am Heart J 29.5 No 

Recio-Mayoral J Am Coll Cardiol 60 No 

Reed J Am Coll Surg 9 No 

Robinson Obstet Gynecol 38.5 Yes 

Sconce Blood 35 No 

Serisier Chest 11 Yes 

Singler Anesth Analg 7.5 No 



Soliman J Urol 25 No 

Stavroulaki Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 16 No 

Sultana Radiology 38.5 No 

Tan Obstet Gynecol 107.5 No 

Teoh Anaesthesia 42 No 

Torgerson Ann Otol Rhinol Laryngol 12 No 

Tunon-de-Lara J Allerg Clin Immunol 16.5 No 

van Veen Br J Surg 150 No 

Verdonck Blood 256.5 Yes 

Vetter Anesth Analg 20 No 

Xue Anaesthesia 31 No 

Yuen Anesth Analg 6 No 

Zhang Anesth analg 20 No 

 
Appendix 8: Regression analyses of factors associated with reporting versus not reporting of subgroup analyses in trials that clearly 

reported a funding source  

Study characteristics Univariable analyses  Multivariable analyses 

OR (95% CI) P value  OR (95% CI)  P value 

Journal type: high impact vs. lower impact journals a 4.71 (3.08 to 7.21) < 0.001  2.77 (1.65 to 4.62) < 0.001 

Study area: non-surgical vs. surgical 2.36 (1.41 to 3.95) < 0.001  1.94 (1.09 to 3.47)    0.025 

Sample size per arm (quartiles)        

3-32 1 [Reference]   1 [Reference]  

33-101 2.68 (1.32 to 5.44)     0.006  2.16 (1.03 to 4.55)    0.043 



102-301 6.55 (3.27 to 13.11)  < 0.001  4.01 (1.86 to 8.64) < 0.001 

302 or larger 8.91 (4.46 to 17.82)  < 0.001  3.92 (1.77 to 8.73)    0.001 

Number of pre-specified primary outcomes 1.16 (0.94 to 1.43)     0.18  1.08 (0.86 to 1.35)    0.52 

Statistical significance of result for primary outcome: non-

significant vs. significant 

1.53 (1.02 to 2.30) b     0.039    1.07 (0.58 to 1.98) d    0.82 

Trial funding: industry vs. other  1.72 (1.16 to 2.55) b     0.007  0.94 (0.53 to 1.64) d    0.82 

Statistical significance × trial funding  1.74 (0.75 to 4.05) c     0.12  3.01 (1.16 to 7.80) e    0.023 

  Association of trial funding ( industry vs. other) with reporting 

subgroup analyses f 

         

     When the primary outcome was non-significant  2.23 (1.18 to 4.23)   0.013  3.23 (1.57 to 6.66)   0.001 

     When the primary outcome was significant 1.28 (0.74 to 2.22)   0.38  1.07 (0.58 to 1.98)   0.82 

a: The higher impact journals include Annals of Internal Medicine, BMJ, JAMA, Lancet, and NEJM. b: Estimates of Main effect in the 

univariable analyses. The interaction term was not included. c: Estimates of interaction of significance × significance of main effect obtained 

from the regression equation: Y=β0+ βfunding * Xfunding+ βsignifiance * Xsignifiance + βinteraction * Xinteraction. Estimates of the main effect not shown. d: 

Estimates of main effect including all main effect and interaction terms. e: Estimate of interaction significance × trial funding in the 

multivariable analyses that included all terms. f: This section presents the subgroup estimates conditional on the interaction of significance × 

trial funding, i.e., the association of reporting with trial funding in trials which had a non-significant primary outcome, and the association in 

trials which had a significant primary outcome 



Appendix 9. Factors associated with pre-specification of subgroup hypotheses in subgroup 

analyses in trials that clearly reported a funding source  

 

Study characteristics Odds ratio (95% CI)  P value 

High impact vs. lower impact journals 1.59 (0.66 to 3.83) 0.30 

Study area: non-surgical vs. surgical 3.32 (1.11 to 9.96) 0.037 

Sample size per arm (quartiles)   

3-32 1 [Reference]  

33-101 5.53 (0.59 to 50.90) 0.13 

102-301 7.85 (0.84 to 73.49) 0.071 

302 or larger 10.80 (1.16 to 100.62) 0.037 

Number of pre-specified primary outcomes 1.08 (0.76 to 1.53) 0.68 

Statistically non-significant vs. significant primary outcome 1.50 (0.80 to 2.82) 0.21 

Industry funding vs. no industry funding  0.52 (0.27 to 0.99) 0.046 

 

* The interaction of significance of primary outcome with funding was not statistically significant 

(interaction p=0.29), suggesting no differential associations in industry-funded versus non-industry-

funded trials. We therefore removed this higher-order term from the regression model.  



Appendix 10. Factors associated with use vs. not use of the interaction test in subgroup analyses 

in trials that clearly reported a funding source  

 

Study characteristics Odds ratio (95% CI)  P value 

High impact vs. lower impact journals 2.50 (1.10 to 5.72) 0.029 

Study area: non-surgical vs. surgical 1.16 (0.46 to 2.89) 0.75 

Sample size per arm (quartiles)   

3-32 1 [Reference]  

33-101 1.28 (0.32 to 5.17) 0.73 

102-301 1.18 (0.29 to 4.86) 0.82 

302 or larger 1.94 (0.47 to 7.98) 0.36 

Number of pre-specified primary outcomes 0.94 (0.68 to 1.29) 0.69 

Statistically non-significant vs. significant primary outcome 1.70 (0.93 to 3.11) 0.087 

Industry funding vs. no industry funding  0.58 (0.32 to 1.08) 0.084 

 

* The interaction of significance of primary outcome with funding was not statistically significant 

(interaction p=0.39), suggesting no differential associations in industry-funded versus non-industry-

funded trials. We therefore removed this high-order term from the regression model. 

 

 
 


