
Appendix 2: Forest plots and sensitivity analysis 

 

1. Recurrent non-fatal all stroke  

 

Figure 1: Forest plot showing the risk of recurrent non-fatal all stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups 

 

2. Sensitivity Analysis: Recurrent non-fatal all stroke  

 

Figure 2: Forest plot showing the risk of recurrent non-fatal all stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting for missing data 

 

3. Non-fatal ischemic stroke  

 

Figure 3: Forest plot showing the risk of non-fatal ischemic stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups 

 

4. Sensitivity Analysis: Non-fatal ischemic stroke 

 

Figure 4: Forest plot showing the risk of non-fatal ischemic stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting for missing data 

 



5. Symptomatic non-fatal intracranial hemorrhage  

 

 

Figure 5: Forest plot showing the risk of symptomatic non-fatal intracranial hemorrhage 

between dual agent antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups 

 

 

 

6. All-cause mortality  

 
 

Figure 6: Forest plot showing the risk of all-cause mortality between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups 

 

7. Moderate or major non-fatal extracranial hemorrhage  

 

Figure 7: Forest plot showing the risk of moderate or major non-fatal extracranial 

hemorrhage between dual agent antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting 

for missing data 

 

8. Non-fatal functional disability measured using modified Rankin Scale (mRS: 2-5)  

 
Figure 8: Forest plot showing the risk of non-fatal functional disability measure by 

modified Rankin Scale (mRS: 2-5) between dual agent antiplatelet therapy and aspirin 

groups 

 



9. Recurrent TIA  

 
Figure 7: Forest plot showing the risk of recurrent TIA between dual agent antiplatelet 

therapy and aspirin groups 

 

10. Mild extracranial bleeding defined by individual studies  

 

*Footnote: The POINT 2018 study includes asymptomatic intracranial hemorrhage (5 and 

2 in DAPT and aspirin alone group respectively)  

  

Figure 10: Forest plot showing the risk of mild extracranial bleeding defined by individual 

studies between dual agent antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting for 

missing data 

 

11. Sensitivity Analysis: Mild extracranial bleeding defined by individual studies  

 
Figure 11: Forest plot showing the risk of mild extracranial bleeding defined by individual 

studies between dual agent antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting for 

missing data 

 

12. Myocardial infarction  

 
Figure 12: Forest plot showing the risk of myocardial infarction between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups (low quality evidence due to serious imprecision) 

 

 



13. All recurrent stroke (fatal and non-fatal)  

 

Figure 13: Forest plot showing the risk of all recurrent stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups 

 

14. Sensitivity Analysis: All recurrent stroke (fatal and non-fatal) 

 

Figure 14: Forest plot showing the risk of all recurrent stroke between dual agent 

antiplatelet therapy and aspirin groups after adjusting for missing data 


