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SUMMARY
DACH1 abundance is reduced in human malignancies, including breast cancer. Herein DACH1 was detected among multipotent fetal

mammary stem cells in the embryo, among mixed lineage precursors, and in adult basal cells and (ERa+) luminal progenitors. Dach1

gene deletion at 6 weeks in transgenic mice reduced ductal branching, reduced the proportion of mammary basal cells (Lin� CD24med

CD29high) and reduced abundance of basal cytokeratin 5, whereas DACH1 overexpression induced ductal branching, increased Gata3

andNotch1, and expandedmammosphere formation in LA-7 breast cells.Mammary gland-transforming growth factor b (TGF-b) activity,

known to reduce ductal branching and to reduce the basal cell population, increased upon Dach1 deletion, associated with increased

SMAD phosphorylation. Association of the scaffold protein Smad anchor for receptor activation with Smad2/3, which facilitates

TGF-b activation, was reduced by endogenous DACH1. DACH1 increases basal cells, enhances ductal formation and restrains TGF-b

activity in vivo.
INTRODUCTION

TheDrosophila dac gene is a key member of the retinal deter-

mination gene network, which also includes eyes absent,

eyeless, twin of eyeless, teashirt, and sine oculis. Initially cloned

as a dominant inhibitor of a hyperactive egfr allele in

Drosophila, dac interacts with the epidermal growth factor re-

ceptor, decapentaplegic, andWingless pathways (Chenet al.,

1997, 1999). Dac functions to promote organismal develop-

ment (Davis and Rebay, 2017), andDacmutant flies have at-

retic organs (Davis and Rebay, 2017). Reduced DACH1 (the

mammalian ortholog of Dac) expression has been observed

in several malignancies including breast, prostate, lung,

and endometrial cancer (Chen et al., 2013; Nan et al.,

2009; Wu et al., 2006, 2009, 2013, 2014, 2015) (reviewed

inWu et al., 2015). Clinical studies have demonstrated a cor-

relation between poor prognosis and reduced expression of

DACH1 in breast cancer (Wu et al., 2006), and DACH1 re-

expression was sufficient to inhibit breast cancer tumor

metastasis in mice (Wu et al., 2008). The mammalian

DACH1 regulates expression of target genes in part through

intrinsic DNA sequence-specific binding to Forkhead bind-
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ing sites and in part through interacting with DNA-binding

transcription factors (c-Jun, SMADs, Six, and ERa) (Popov

et al., 2009; Wu et al., 2006, 2009; Zhou et al., 2010b).

Dach1homozygous nullmice die at birth, indicating that

DACH1 governs essential functions in the organism; how-

ever, no morphologic and metabolic alterations have been

observed in the analyzed organs (Davis et al., 2001). Given

the precedent forDac promoting organismal development,

we sought to define the role for DACH1 function in normal

development by examining the role of DACH1 in normal

post-natal mammary gland development. Given the

importance of mammary stem cells in normal mammary

gland development (Visvader and Stingl, 2014), and the

prior studies demonstrating that DACH1 restrains breast

cancer stem cell expansion (Wu et al., 2011), we conducted

careful analysis of the mammary gland developmental hi-

erarchy through generating temporally regulated Dach1fl/fl

transgenics.

The current studies were conducted to determine the role

of DACH1 in normal mammary gland development. These

studies revealed an unexpected role for DACH1 to expand

the murine mammary gland progenitor cell pool, and to
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promote ductal formation. We show that endogenous

DACH1 restrains transforming growth factor b (TGF-b)

signaling in the murine mammary gland and show

that Dach1 governs SARA (also known as the zinc finger

FYVE domain-containing protein 9 [ZFYVE9]) abundance

and binding to Smad2/3. Given the importance of TGF-b

signaling in development and disease, the finding herein

that endogenous DACH1 restrains TGF-b signaling in vivo

may have broad importance to human disease.
RESULTS

Temporally Regulated Excision of the Dach1 Gene in

the Murine Mammary Gland Reduces Cell

Proliferation and Ductal Branching

To examine the physiological role of DACH1 in post-natal

mammary gland development, transgenic mice were devel-

oped inwhichDach1fl/fl transgenics (Chen et al., 2015) were

intercrossed with the ROSA26CreERT2 transgenics. This

mouse strain expresses Cre-ERT2 from the ubiquitously ex-

pressed ROSA26 locus. Cre activity utilizes a mutant estro-

gen hormone-binding domain (ERT) to keep Cre inactive

unless the non-steroidal estrogen analog 4-hydroxytamox-

ifen is present. To follow the efficiency of temporal and

spatial regulation of Cre recombination in vivo and in pri-

mary cells derived from these mice, bitransgenic mice

were intercrossed with double-fluorescent Cre reporter

mice (ROSA26-mTmGfl/fl). The ROSA26-mTmGfl/fl trans-

genics express membrane-targeted tandem dimer Tomato

(mT), and after Cre-mediated excision express membrane-

targeted GFP (mG) (Muzumdar et al., 2007) (Figure S1A).

Tri-transgenic mice at 6 weeks of age were treated with a

pulse of tamoxifen and analyzed after a subsequent

2.5 months (Figure 1A). Previous studies had shown that

this dose of tamoxifen was without effect on mammary re-

populating numbers or on pubertal ductal development at

this time of analysis (Shehata et al., 2014). Furthermore,

comparison was made herein between tamoxifen-treated

transgenics and tamoxifen-treated control transgenics

throughout to avoid any potential independent effect of

tamoxifen. Genomic DNA analysis of these mice demon-

strated the excision of the first exon of Dach1 (Figure S1B).
Figure 1. Inducible Dach1 Deletion in Mouse Mammary Gland
(A) Schematic representation of the tamoxifen treatment schedule fo
(B) Fluorescence microscopy showed the tamoxifen-induced Cre r
Dach1fl/wtROSA26wt/CreERT2mammary gland without tamoxifen treatmen
GFP (mG) and tomato red fluorescence (mT) are both negative. (b–f
treatment (negative control without Cre induction) showing presenc
Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl mammary gland with tamoxifen treatme
weak mT. The combined images showing mT to mG switch in the ma
staining for DACH1 protein in the mammary gland of the treated mice
Mammary gland fluorescence without tamoxifen was red

throughout the mammary gland and epithelial cells (Fig-

ure 1B).Dach1wt/wt-ROSA26CreERT2 mice, which were treated

with tamoxifen as a control in the studies, showed efficient

excision of the mT transgene and conversion to green fluo-

rescence throughout the mammary gland, without alter-

ation in Dach1 abundance (Figure 1B). Treatment of

Dach1fl/fl-ROSA26CreERT2 mice with tamoxifen resulted in

the induction of GFP in the mammary gland (Figure 1Bf

versus Bi Bl) andDACH1 protein, identified by immunohis-

tochemistry as primarily in the basal cells, was abrogated

upon tamoxifen treatment (Figure 1C).

DACH1 Is Expressed in Multipotent Fetal Mammary

Stem Cells and in Both the Adult Basal and ERa+

Luminal Cells

In order to examine the expression of Dach1 by mammary

gland cell type, we interrogated two recently published sin-

gle-cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-seq) studies that had iden-

tified mammary gland cellular subtypes (Bach et al., 2017;

Giraddi et al., 2018). scRNA-seq transcriptomes annotated

by stage of development were generated from Epcam+

mammary epithelial cells (MECs), derived from developing

(embryonic day 16 [E16] and E18), post-natal day (P4) and

adult mouse mammary tissues (Giraddi et al., 2018) (Fig-

ure 2A). The accession number for these data is GEO:

GSE106273 and GEO: GSE111113. Relatedness of individ-

ual cell transcriptomes was plotted according to diffusion

components (DCs) using the webtool (http://uofuhealth.

utah.edu/huntsman/labs/spike/d3.php) as previously

described (Giraddi et al., 2018). The diffusionmap provides

a noise-tolerant, nonlinear dimensionality reduction

method, revealing a global topology of the data based on

local similarities between individual Epcam+ MECs. In

this map, DC1 reflects a continuum of relative basal to

luminal character. DC2 reflects developmental time from

primitive (E16 and E18) at one extreme to P4 to adultmam-

mary cells at the other extreme of the DC2 axis. The abun-

dance of Dach1 transcripts was then assessed in the

diffusion map, in order to show the correlation with stage

of development and relative abundance in the luminal

versus basal subtypes (Figure 2B). Dach1 expression was

detected in early developmental stages including among
r the multigenic Dach1 transgenics (Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mT-mGfl).
ecombinase activity by Tomato-GFP color transformation. (a–c)
t (negative control without Cre reporter and Cre induction) showing
) Dach1fl/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl mammary gland without tamoxifen
e of mT without mG. (g–i) Dach1wt/wt ROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl and (j–l)
nt used for the Dach1 deletion mice analysis shows strong mG and
mmary ducts after tamoxifen treatment. (C) Immunohistochemical
(Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl and Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl).
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multipotent fetal mammary stem cells (fMaSCs) in the em-

bryo andmixed lineage precursors (MMPr) prior to puberty

(Figure 2B). Dach1 expression was also detected in adult

basal cells and ERa+ luminal progenitors.

We next assessed Dach1 transcript abundance in a sec-

ond distinct transcriptomic analysis. The second study

determined the gene expression profile of MECs across

four adult developmental stages; nulliparous, mid gesta-

tion, lactation, and post involution (Bach et al., 2017).

The analysis of 23,184 adult cells identified 15 clusters

representing different transcriptional cell states (Fig-

ure 2C). Dach1 gene expression was detectable primarily

in presumptive basal and myoepithelial cells (clusters

C12, C13, and C14), and to a lesser degree also in luminal

ERa+ (cluster C3) and luminal progenitor clusters (C6/7)

(Figures 2D–2F).

Collectively these studies are consistent between

distinct datasets and illustrate that Dach1 is expressed

in fMaSCs and in both the adult basal and ERa+ luminal

cells.

DACH1 Promotes Mammary Gland Stem Cell and

Basal/Myoepithelial Cell Expansion

To determine the functional consequence of Dach1 gene

deletion, cellular proliferation was assessed using Ki-67

immunohistochemistry. Ki-67 staining was reduced >75%

upon excision of the Dach1 gene (Figures 3A and 3B).

Apoptosis, as assessed by TUNEL staining, was very low

in control mice and was not affected by Dach1 deletion.

(Figures S2A and S2C). Treatment of tissues from Dach1

deletion mice (Dach1fl/fl; ROSA26mTmGfl/Cre-ERT2 + tamox-

ifen) with DNase1, as a form of positive control, induced

TUNEL staining in all the epithelial cells (Figures S2B and

S2C). Mammary squashes were prepared (Figures S3A and

S3B). A careful counting of branches revealed a significant

decrease in branching in the Dach1�/� mammary gland

(Figure 3C).
Figure 2. Dach1 RNA Transcripts in Mammary Epithelial Cells dur
(A) Diffusion map of single-cell RNA sequencing (scRNA-seq) trans
epithelial cells (MECs) were derived from developing (embryonic day 1
2018), and scRNA-seq was plotted according to diffusion components
spike/d3.php) as described previously (Giraddi et al., 2018). DC1 rep
subtype. DC2 represents developmental time from primitive (E16 and
(B) The abundance of Dach1 transcripts was mapped upon the diffusio
with stage of development and relative abundance in the luminal v
mammary stem cells in the embryo and among mixed lineage precursor
(dark blue dots in lower-right corner) and (ERa+) luminal progenitors
(C–F) Dach1 RNA transcripts are expressed during post-natal developm
lactation, and post-involution mammary glands identified 15 clusters
each cluster type is shown colorimetrically, with relative expression sh
log-transformed mean expression values of the 15 clusters. The red bl
the relative abundance of transcripts shown in (F). Dach1 gene express
cells (clusters C12, C13, and C14), and to a lesser degree also in lumi
To determine the role of endogenous DACH1 on the pro-

portion of breast cellular subtypes, fluorescence-activated

cell sorting (FACS) analysis was conducted on the mam-

mary gland from transgenic mice (Figure 3D). To enrich

for basal cells, Lin� cells were selected (Figures 3D and

3E), with subsequent gating for CD29high and CD24medium

(basal) cells from tamoxifen-treated control (Dach1wt/wt-

Rosa26mTmGfl/Cre-ERT2) and Dach1fl/fl transgenic (Dach1fl/fl-

Rosa26mTmGfl/Cre-ERT2) mice (Figure 3F). Several studies

have shown the multilineage potential of cells in this sub-

population (Shackleton et al., 2006; Visvader and Stingl,

2014). This population, herein referred to as basal cells,

has previously been shown to be enriched with bipoten-

tial mammary stem cells (MaSCs) and gives rise to unipo-

tent stem cells or long-lived progenitors for the basal/

myoepithelial and luminal lineages (Visvader and Clevers,

2016). The relative proportion of Lin� CD24med CD29high

was reduced >40% in Dach1�/� mammary gland (Fig-

ure 3D). Quantitation of the additional cell subtypes, based

on epitope markers and FACS analysis revealed an increase

in the luminal epithelial pool (CD24high CD29low) in the

Dach1�/� mammary gland (Figure 3G).

To examine further the impact of endogenous DACH1

on the development of the basal versus the luminal epithe-

lial cells, we conducted immunofluorescence analysis of

the mammary glands using traditional cytokeratin lineage

markers. Cytokeratin 5 (CK5) was used to identify basal

epithelial cells, and CK8 was used for the identification of

luminal epithelial cells. In the Dach1�/� mammary gland

epithelial cells, the relative abundance of CK5 was reduced

and the relative abundance of CK8 was increased (Figures

4A and S4).

DACH1 Enhances Abundance of Genes Governing

Ductal Branching

Because DACH1 loss reduced mammary duct branching,

we next determined the effect of endogenous DACH1 on
ing Development
criptomes annotated by stage of development. Epcam+ mammary
6 [E16] and E18), post-natal day (P4) and adult MECs (Giraddi et al.,
(DCs) using software (http://uofuhealth.utah.edu/huntsman/labs/
resents a continuum of relative enrichment from basal to luminal
E18) to P4 adult mammary cells occupy ends of the DC2 axis.
n map scRNA-seq transcriptomics, in order to show the correlation
ersus basal subtypes. Dach1 is expressed among multipotent fetal
s prior to puberty Dach1 expression was detected in adult basal cells
(light blue dots in upper-right corner).
ent. (C) scRNA-seq of MECs derived from nulliparous, mid gestation,
of MECs (Bach et al., 2017). (D) Relative expression of Dach1 within
own in the bar to the right. (E) Dendrogram of clusters based on the
ocks show the cluster subtype in which Dach1 is expressed based on
ion was detectable primarily in presumptive basal and myoepithelial
nal ERa+ (cluster C3) and luminal progenitor clusters (C6/7).
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the expression of genes known to govern the process.

Branching is associated with increased PYGO2 (Gu et al.,

2013), ELF5 (Chakrabarti et al., 2012), PML,NOTCH1 (Bou-

ras et al., 2008), and GATA3 (Asselin-Labat et al., 2007).

Immunohistochemical analysis of the wild-typemammary

gland identified PYGO2 in the luminal cells with occa-

sional basal cells staining, PML in both luminal and epithe-

lial cells, and GATA3 expression in the luminal cells

(indicated with the arrows in Figure 4B). In the Dach1�/�

mammary gland the abundance of PYGO2, PML, and

GATA3 were reduced (Figures 4B and 4C).

qPCR verified the reduction of Dach1 mRNA (Figure 5A)

and a reduction in the abundance of the mRNA for Gata3,

Elf5, Pml, Notch1, and Pygo2 (Figures 5B–5F) in the

Dach1�/� mammary gland. Notch1 mRNA levels were

modestly reduced (Figure 5E). Analysis of DACH1 binding

to these target genes was assessed using chromatin immu-

noprecipitation sequencing conducted on a DACH1 stably

transfected MDA-MB-231 breast cancer cell line (Wu et al.,

2008, 2011). Significant enrichment of DACH1 binding

was identified at the target promoters for Gata3, Elf5, Pml,

Notch1, and Pygo2 (Figures 5G–5L). DACH1 enrichment

was located at the transcriptional start site of each gene,

consistent with the known binding of DACH1 to the tran-

scription elongation regulator (TCERG) (TCERG1, also

known as CA150 or TAF2S) (Zhou et al., 2010a) and at

CTCF sites (Figures 5H–5L).

DACH1 Enhances Ductal Branching in Epithelial

Cultures

LA-7 cells exhibit the normal mammary gland stem cell

properties of self-renewal and multilineage differentiation

in vitro and in vivo (Zucchi et al., 2007). LA-7 cells keep the

potentials to defferentiate to all the epithelial cell types pre-

sent in vivo and, when cultured in 3D collagen matrix,

develop organoids with 3D tubule-alveolar-like structures

that morphologically and functionally recapitulate the 3D

architecture of the mammary tree (Zucchi et al., 2007).

LA-7 cells expressing DACH1 or control cells seeded onto

3D collagen-generated ductal/acinar structures as assessed
Figure 3. Dach1 Gene Deletion Reduces Mammary Gland Cellular
(A) Cellular proliferation assessed by Ki-67 immunostaining with nuc
(B) As above, but quantified as mean ± SEM for n = 3 separate mice in e
Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl after tamoxifen treatment as shown in F
(C) Ductal branching analysis (shown as mean ± SEM for n = 3 mi
Figure S3.
(D) A representative fluorescence-activated cell sorting (FACS) analys
mG cells, the subsequent separation of Lin� cells and the apportioni
(E) The proportion of Lin� cells (cells from mammary gland excluding
and quantified for n = 4 separate mice. The proportion of Lin� cells w
(F) The percentage of Lin�CD24medCD29hi cells was determined upon
(G) Luminal epithelial cells are shown as Lin�CD24hi CD29lo with data
by phase contrast microscopy (Figure 6A). Branching

occurred by day 7 and increased through day 14 and subse-

quently (Figure 6A). DACH1-transduced LA-7 cell sprouting

was increased 2.3-fold (Figure 6B, n = 3 experiments,

p < 0.01, day 20). After day 14 in LA-7-DACH1 cells, the tu-

bule structures were converted into lobular structures when

compared with controls (Figure 6A). DACH1 increased

b-casein abundance and reduced CD44 at day 4 when

normalized to the b-actin loading control (Figure 6C). Trans-

fection of LA-7 cells with the DACH1 expression vector

increased DACH1 expression 3-fold, as determined by

qPCR (Figure 6D). RT-PCR analysis showed a 2- to 3-fold in-

crease in the luminalmarkers E-cadherin (CDH1) andCK18,

when normalized to hypoxanthine phosphoribosyl (HPR);

abundance of the surface glycoprotein CD44 was reduced

40% (Figure 6D, p < 0.05). The ductal morphogenesis target

Gata3 was induced 3-fold and Notch1 was induced 4.8-fold

(Figure 6D).

We next examined the impact of DACH1 on the abun-

dance of luminal versus myoepithelial cell lineage markers

during LA-7 cell organoid formation using immunofluores-

cence. LA-7 cells transfected with DACH1 or with empty

vector as a control, were cultured in collagen for 10 days

and then digested with collagenase. The 3D structures

were then embedded in OCT and sectioned with a cryo-

tome. Organoids generated by LA-7 in which DACH1 was

transfected express epithelial luminal markers (CDH1)

but less of the myoepithelial markers (CK14) (Figures 6E

and S5).

Because endogenous DACH1 enhanced the proportion

of Lin� CD24med CD29high, which we herein referred to

as basal cells, we considered the possibility that DACH1

may drive the expansion of MaSCs and therefore deployed

a surrogate assay of mammosphere formation using LA-7

cells. DACH1 transduction of LA-7 cells increased mam-

mosphere number by 30% (Figures 6F and 6G, n = 3 sepa-

rate experiments, p < 0.01). Transduction efficiency of the

LA-7 cells was 70%–80%. Thus, DACH1 promotes forma-

tion of mammary gland ducts and mammospheres in

LA-7 cells.
Proliferation, Ductal Branching, and Myoepithelial/Stem Cells
lei marked by DAPI staining (A).
ach group. Data are shown for Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl versus
igure 1A.
ce). Representative examples are shown at high magnification in

is from the mammary epithelium showing the separation of mT from
ng of CD24/CD29 status.
vascular and hematopoietic cells) was determined by FACS analysis
as not significantly altered between genotypes.
FACS analysis for n = 4 separate mice in each group.
as mean ± SEM for n = 4 separate mice.
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DACH1 Restrains TGF-b Action in the Pubertal

Mammary Gland In Vivo

The TGF-b signaling pathway restrains mammary progeni-

tor self-renewal (Martinez-Ruiz et al., 2016) and lineage

commitment decisions, decreasing myoepithelial cell pro-

genitors (Lindley and Briegel, 2010; Martinez-Ruiz et al.,

2016). Furthermore, TGF-b is known to restrain mammary

ductal branching (Bottinger et al., 1997; Daniel and Robin-

son, 1992; Moses and Barcellos-Hoff, 2011; Nelson et al.,

2006; Pierce et al., 1993) (Figure 7A). We therefore deter-

mined the possible role of endogenousDach1 in restraining

mammary gland TGF-b activity by first assessing the phos-

phorylation of SMADs. Immunohistochemical staining

demonstrated increased phosphorylation of SMAD 2/3

and SMAD 1/5/8 in both the basal and luminal MECs (Fig-

ures 7B–7E).
DACH1 Inhibits SMADAssociationwith Smad Anchor

for Receptor Activation

Reintroduction of DACH1 via a retroviral expression vector

into the metastatic Met-1 breast cancer cell line, increased

DACH1 abundance and reduced Smad anchor for receptor

activation (SMAD) 2/3 phosphorylation (Figure 7F) and

SMAD 1/5/8 phosphorylation (Figure 7G) in both the nu-

clear and cytoplasmic fractions. The scaffold protein

SARA, also known as the zinc finger FYVE domain-contain-

ing protein 9 (ZFYVE9), brings SMAD 2/3 to TGF-b recep-

tors, facilitating SMAD 2/3 activation and thereby aug-

menting TGF-b signaling (Tsukazaki et al., 1998). The

relative abundance of SARA was increased 4-fold upon

Dach1 deletion (Figure 7H). Immunoprecipitation (IP)

with an antibody directed to SMAD 2/3 co-precipitated

SARA; however, the relative abundance of SARA in the

SMAD 2 IP was dramatically increased in the Dach1�/�

cells, consistent with a role for DACH1 to inhibit the

SARA-SMAD 2/3 association and thereby reduce basal

SMAD activity (Figures 7H, S6B, and S6C).
DISCUSSION

DACH1 SkewsMammaryGland Lineage Development

In this current study, we show that endogenous DACH1 in-

creases the proportion of basal cells and reduces the propor-

tion of luminal cells in the post-natal mammary gland.
Figure 4. Dach1 Gene Deletion Reduces the Abundance of Mamm
(A) Immunofluorescent double staining for cytokeratin 5 (CK5) and CK
CK5-positive cells versus CK8-positive cells.
(B) Immunohistochemical staining for differentiation factors (Gata3,
(Cre deletion mice) (Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl versus Dach1fl/flR
cells.
(C) Quantitation of immunohistochemical staining shown as mean ±
Interrogation of Dach1 transcripts from scRNA-seq (Gir-

addi et al., 2018; Latha and Saddala, 2017) demonstrated

that Dach1 gene expression was detectable in multiple

lineages and stages, including multipotent fMaSCs in

the embryo and among MMPr prior to puberty. DACH1

expression was detected in presumptive basal and myoepi-

thelial cells, adult basal cells and (ERa+), luminal progeni-

tor, and in ERa+ luminal cells. The mechanism by which

DACH1 alters the relative proportion of basal versus

luminal cells may involve lineage skewing during differen-

tiation, intrinsic effects in different lineage progenitors, or

transitive effects from myoepithelial cells that normally

restrain the luminal cell number in a juxtacrine/paracrine

fashion and may involve both cell intrinsic or heterotypic

signaling.

What might be the consequence of DACH1 increasing

the proportion of basal cells? Myoepithelial cells express a

variety of recognized tumor-suppressor proteins (p63,

p73, 14-3-3-s, and maspin) and provide the interface be-

tween tumor cells of ductal carcinoma in situ and the

microenvironment (Pandey et al., 2010b), conveying anti-

angiogenic, antiproliferative, and anti-invasive properties.

Previous studies have shown that DACH1 reduced growth

of breast tumor cells in tissue culture and in immune-defi-

cientmice (Popov et al., 2009, 2010;Wu et al., 2006, 2011).

Collectively, these studies suggest that DACH1 is required

for normal myoepithelial cell number and function and

may thereby play a regulatory role as ‘‘natural tumor sup-

pressors’’ in the mammary gland (reviewed in Adriance

et al., 2005; Bissell and Labarge, 2005; Lakhani and

O’Hare, 2001; Pandey et al., 2010a; Sternlicht and Barsky,

1997; Sternlicht et al., 1997).

DACH1 Promotes Mammary Gland Ductal Branching

The current studies demonstrate that Dach1 deletion

reduced mammary gland ductal branching and DACH1

expression in LA-7 cells enhanced ductal branching. Prior

studies demonstrated a role for DACH1 in promoting

migration in several different cell types including fibro-

blasts (Wu et al., 2008), MECs (Wu et al., 2008), prostate

epithelial cells (Chen et al., 2015), and vascular endothelial

cells (Chang et al., 2017). TGF-b1 is a major negative regu-

lator of mammary ductal branching, restricting end bud

bifurcation and branch formation (Ewan et al., 2002; Ing-

man and Robertson, 2008; Silberstein and Daniel, 1987).
ary Gland Stem Cell and Ductal Cell Lineage Gene Targets
8 showed that Dach1 gene deletion decreases the relative amount of

Pml, and Pygo2) in the mammary gland of Dach1+/+ versus Dach1�/�

OSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl). The red arrowheads indicate basal epithelial

SEM for n = 3 separate mice.
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Figure 5. DACH1 Occupies the Promoter Regions of Mammary Gland Stem Cell and Ductal Cell Lineage Gene Targets
(A–F) qRT-PCR analysis of mRNA for genes participating in mammary gland stem cell and ductal development, (A) Dach1, (B) Gata3, (C)
Elf5, (D)Pml, (E) Notch1, and (F) Pygo2, in the mammary gland of Cre deletion mice (Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl versus Dach1fl/fl

ROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl) with quantitation shown as mean ± SEM for n = 3 separate mice. Notch1 mRNA levels were modestly reduced in the
Dach1�/� mammary gland.
(G–L) Analysis of DACH1 binding to these target genes was assessed using chromatin immunoprecipitation sequencing assays conducted
on DACH1 stable MDA-MB-231 cells (G). (H) Gata3, (I) Elf5, (J) Pml, (K) Notch1, and (L) Pygo2.
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Epithelial cell or stromal expression of a dominant-nega-

tive TGF-b allele (dnIIR) increased mammary ductal

branching (Bottinger et al., 1997). Dach1 deletion pheno-

copies TGF-b overactivity. The finding that Dach1 gene

deletion phenocopies TGF-b over activity, and that Dach1

deletion results in TGF-b hyperactivity demonstrated by

increased SMAD phosphorylation in the mammary gland,

suggests that Dach1-mediated TGF-b restraint may govern

the mammary gland ductal branching phenotype. SMAD

phosphorylation was increased in both the basal and

luminal cells. DACH1 was expressed in both basal and

luminal cells during development; however, in the adult

mammary gland, immunohistochemistry showed that

DACH1 was predominantly in the basal cells, raising the

possibility that Dach1 exerts both cell-autonomous and

non-autonomous effects on TGF-b signaling.

Several other genes are essential for normal mammary

duct development including Esr1, Srib, and Ovol2, and pu-

bertal branching development is disrupted in mice lacking

GH, insulin-like growth factor 1 (Igf1), or estrogen receptor a

(Esr1). DACH1 can inhibit IGF1 and ERa signaling to

restrain EMT (DeAngelis et al., 2011; Popov et al., 2009;

Wu et al., 2011), which may contribute to the mammary

gland developmental changes of Dach1�/� mice.

DACH1 Expands the Mammary Gland Stem Cell

Population

Herein DACH1 enhanced LA-7 cell mammosphere forma-

tion and endogenous Dach1 enhanced the proportion of

basal cells, characterized by CD24medCD29hiLin� cells,

in vivo. The expansion of the basal cell population may

be secondary to the restraint of TGF-b activity, as TGF-b de-

creases MEC repopulating activity (Martinez-Ruiz et al.,

2016). Alternatively the expansion may be secondary to

transcriptional effects by Dach1 on several target genes

known to participate in the expansion ofMaSCs, including

PYGO2, NOTCH1, and BRCA1 (Gu et al., 2013; Martinez-
Figure 6. DACH1 Induces Ductal Branching and Mammospheres in
(A) Representative phase contrast microscopy images of LA-7 cells cul
control vector (middle panel), or vector-expressing DACH1 (lower pan
(B and C) Cells were analyzed for ductal formation at day 20 (B). LA-7
blot with antibodies as indicated of either LA-7 cells transduced wit
protein loading control.
(D) RT-PCR analysis of mammary stem cell regulatory genes was cond
iments. *p < 0.05.
(E) Immunofluorescence of LA-7 cells transfected with DACH1 or wit
myoepithelial markers (CK14, green), whereas luminal markers (CDH1
(F) LA-7 cells, or LA-7 cells transduced with control vector or vector e
were plated in limiting dilutions of 500 cells/1.4 mL of media and ma
image of a representative field is shown and the number of mamm
*p < 0.01).
(G) A separate clone of LA-7 cells transduced with DACH1 or vec
representative images are shown at 23.
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Ruiz et al., 2016; Visvader and Stingl, 2014) (Figures S6B

and S6C). PML serves to enhance the transition of luminal

progenitors to alveolar progenitors, which may in turn in-

crease the myoepithelial progenitor pool. The histone

methylation reader PYGO2, a coactivator of the WNT

pathway, is necessary for suppressing luminal and alveolar

differentiation of the MaSC-enriched population by coor-

dinating the activity of the Wnt and Notch pathways (Gu

et al., 2013). GATA3 is a crucial regulator of the luminal

lineage as GATA3 restrains luminal progenitors (Asselin-

Labat et al., 2007). Herein DACH1 enhanced basal cells

and restrained TGF-b activity, and TGF-b is known to

restrain basal cell expansion. The frequency of basal cells

and the development of breast cancer subtypes suggests

that inactivation of lineage determinant proteins aremech-

anistically linked (Visvader and Stingl, 2014). The current

studies contrast with findings that Dach1 restrains breast

cancer (Wu et al., 2011) and brain cancer (Watanabe

et al., 2011) stem cells. These findings may reflect the

dual effects of TGF-b early in the mammary gland as a tu-

mor suppressor and at a later stage to evade immune sur-

veillance and promote metastasis (Massague, 2008, 2012).

EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES

Transgenic Mice
All the animal studies were approved by the Institutional Animal

Care and Use Committee of Thomas Jefferson University. The

Dach1fl/fl mice (Chen et al., 2015; Pierce et al., 1993) (which re-

move the same section of the Dach1 locus that is deleted in the

knockout mice strain [Davis et al., 2001]), were intercrossed

with the ROSA26CreERT2 mice (expressing CRE-ERT2 fusion protein

under the control of the ubiquitous ROSA26 promoter; the

mice were kindly provided by Dr. Thomas Ludwig at Columbia

University, New York, NY). Dach1fl/fl mice were mated with

either ROSA26CreERT2/CreERT2 or ROSA26mTmG/mTmG mice to

generate Dach1fl/wtROSA26CreERT2/CreERT2 (Cre mice) and Dach1fl/wt

ROSA26mTmG/mTmG (Cre reporter mice). Dach1fl/wtROSA26CreERT2/+
LA-7 Cells
tured on collagen plates (upper panels), LA-7 cells transduced with
els) are shown.
tubule sprout number per view shown as mean ± SEM (C). Western
h control vector or DACH1 expression vector. b-Actin is used as a

ucted. Results are shown as mean ± SEM for n = 3 separate exper-

h empty vector, grown in 3D organoids structures. DACH1 reduced
) were upregulated.
xpressing DACH1, were analyzed for mammosphere formation. Cells
mmosphere (150–200 cells) were counted at day 8. Phase contrast
ospheres (mean ± SEM is shown for n = 3 separate experiments,

tor control were grown as mammospheres in 24-well plates and



(legend on next page)
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mice were then mated with Dach1fl/wtROSA26mTmG/+ mice to

generate Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmG mice and Dach1wt/wt

ROSA26CreERT2/mTmG littermates.

Immunohistochemistry, Immunofluorescence, and

TUNEL Staining
Immunohistochemical analysis of paraffin-embedded murine

mammary gland tissues was conducted using a polyclonal

DACH1 antibody (Proteintech, cat. no. 10,914-1-AP) (Wu et al.,

2006), anti-PYGO2 (Thermo Fisher Scientific, cat no. PA5-34878),

anti-PML1 (Abcam, cat. no ab67761), anti-GATA3 (Santa Cruz

Biotechnology, cat. no, sc-9009), anti-vWF (A0082, Dako), anti-

phosphorylated SMAD2/3 (Santa Cruz Biotechnology, cat. no.

sc-11769-R), or anti-phosphorylated SMAD1/5/8 (Ser 423/425)

(Santa Cruz Biotechnology, cat. no. sc-12353-R). Immunofluores-

cent analysis of frozen mouse mammary gland was conducted

using anti-Ki-67 clone SP6 rabbit monoclonal antibody (Abcam,

cat. no. ab16667), anti-CK5 antibody (PRB-160P, Covance), rabbit

polyclonal and/or anti-CK8 mouse monoclonal antibody (MMS-

162P, Covance). DAPI was used as counter staining. Alexa Fluor

633- or Alexa Fluor 565-conjugated goat anti-rabbit antibody and

Alexa Fluor 488-conjugated goat anti-mouse antibody were

used as secondary antibodies (Jiao et al., 2008; Ju et al., 2013).

Frozen sections of murine mammary gland tissues were used in

immunofluorescence TUNEL staining. E-cadherin-FITC conju-

gated raised in mouse (BD Bioscience, cat no. 612131), cytokeratin

14 raised in rabbit (Sigma cat no. HAPA023040), and the secondary

antibody raised in goat against rabbit IGG Alexa Fluor 488

(Life Technologies, cat no. A11034) were used in LA-7 cell

immunofluorescence.

Cell Culture, Reagents, Mammosphere Assays,

Expression Vectors, DNA Transfection, and Statistical

Analyses
The generation and culture of 3T3 and mouse embryonic fibro-

blasts derived from Dach1�/� mice, the Met-1 breast cancer cell

line (Wu et al., 2008, 2011), and LA-7 rat mammary gland stem

cells (Zucchi et al., 2007) were described previously (Wu et al.,

2008, 2011). TGF-b was obtained from Calbiochem. Met-1 cells

were infected with either MSCV-IRES-GFP (murine stem cell

virus) or MSCV-DACH1-IRES-GFP (Wu et al., 2006). LA7 cells

were transiently transfected with Amaxa system (Amaxa Nucleo-

fector Kit, Lonza) according to the manufacturer’s protocol.
Figure 7. Dach1 Gene Deletion Activates TGF-b Signaling in the M
(A) A summary of the mammary gland phenotype identified herein upo
deletion summarized from the literature (Daniel and Robinson, 1992; M
2006; Pierce et al., 1993).
(B and C) Representative example (B) and quantitative analysis (C) of i
from mice shown as Dach1+/+ (Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl) and DA
(D and E) Representative example of immunostaining for pSMAD 1/5/8
animals.
(F and G) Western blots of Met-1 breast cancer cells transduced wit
indicated (F) for p-SMAD2/3 and (G) for DACH1, p-SMAD1/5/8, and C
(H) Western blot of Dach1wt versus Dach1�/� 3T3 cells for SARA associa
L.E., longer exposure. b-Actin is used as a protein loading control.
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1 3 106 LA7 cells were tansfected with 2 mg of each plasmid

(GFP-empty, pKW-empty, and pKW-DACH1). GFP-plasmid was

used as endogenous control of transfection. Data were expressed

as the means ± SEM. Statistical analyses were performed using the

Student’s t test, and p values were <0.05.

Tubule and Organoid Formation in 3D Culture
For tubule/organoid formation, cells were suspended on ice in rat

tail-derived collagen prepared as described previously (Zucchi

et al., 2007). Organoid cultures were examined daily with light

microscopy to assess tubule and organoid formation and photo-

graphed at days 7, 14, and 20. Evaluation of branching was

assessed 3 days after seeding by examining 10 tubules for each con-

dition in 3 independent experiments.

IP and Western Blot
IP and western blot assays were performed in cells as indicated. For

each IP, 1mL lysate (1mgprotein) and 2 mg anti-SMAD2/3 (BD, cat.

no. 610843) or anti-SARA (Proteintech, cat. no. 14821-1-AP) were

incubated overnight at 4�C. Immunoprecipitates were washed 5

times in IP buffer, and 30 mL of 23 sample buffer was added to

the bead pellet. Laminin B1 antibody (Abcam, cat. no. ab16048)

was used as an internal control for nuclear protein abundance

and vinculin (Sigma, cat. no. V9131) was used as a control for cyto-

plasmic fraction enrichment. Polyclonal anti-Beta casein (Santa

Cruz, cat no. SC-30042), monoclonal anti CD44 (Santa Cruz cat

no. SC-53068), and polyclonal anti-Beta actin (Santa Cruz, cat

no. SC-1615) were used in LA-7 cell Western-blot.

FACS Analysis of Stem Cells
FACS analysis for mammary epithelial stem cells was conducted as

outlined in prior publications (dos Santos et al., 2013; Jiao et al.,

2016; Shackleton et al., 2006). In brief, mammary glands were

removed from 12-week-old Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmG and

Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmG mice. Both strains of mice were

treatedwith a 5-day pulse of tamoxifenwhenmice reached 6weeks

of age and were analyzed after a subsequent 2.5 months. The data

were analyzed with FlowJo single-cell analysis software (Tree Star,

Ashland, OR).

Real-Time qPCR
PCR analysis for luminal markers (Cdh1 [E-cadherin]), CK18, alve-

olar marker (b-casein), and CD44 was conducted of LA-7 mRNA as
ammary Gland
n Dach1 gene deletion, with comparison to the effect of TGF-b gene
oses and Barcellos-Hoff, 2011; Bottinger et al., 1997; Nelson et al.,

mmunohistochemical staining for pSMAD2/3 in the mammary gland
CH1–/– (Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmGfl).
(D), with quantification (E) shown as mean ± SEM for n = 3 separate

h a DACH1 expression vector using antibodies to the proteins as
yclin D1.
tion after immune precipitation for Smad 2/3. S.E., short exposure;



described previously (Zucchi et al., 2007). Primers for all the genes/

gene transcripts including 18s rRNA and HPRT (hypoxanthine-

guanine phosphoribosyltransferase) transferase are listed in Table

S1, except Cdh1, CK18, and CD44 which described previously

(Zucchi et al., 2007).
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supported by the Sigrid Jusélius Foundation, Orion Research Foun-

dation, and the Finnish Society of Dermatology. K.W. is supported

by the National Natural Science Foundation of China no.

81572608 and no. 81874120.

Received: April 7, 2018

Revised: November 14, 2018

Accepted: November 14, 2018

Published: December 13, 2018
REFERENCES

Adriance, M.C., Inman, J.L., Petersen, O.W., and Bissell, M.J.

(2005). Myoepithelial cells: good fences make good neighbors.

Breast Cancer Res. 7, 190–197.

Asselin-Labat, M.L., Sutherland, K.D., Barker, H., Thomas, R.,

Shackleton, M., Forrest, N.C., Hartley, L., Robb, L., Grosveld,

F.G., van der Wees, J., et al. (2007). Gata-3 is an essential regulator

of mammary-gland morphogenesis and luminal-cell differentia-

tion. Nat. Cell Biol. 9, 201–209.
Bach, K., Pensa, S., Grzelak, M., Hadfield, J., Adams, D.J., Marioni,

J.C., and Khaled, W.T. (2017). Differentiation dynamics of mam-

mary epithelial cells revealed by single-cell RNA sequencing. Nat.

Commun. 8, 2128.

Bissell, M.J., and Labarge, M.A. (2005). Context, tissue plasticity,

and cancer: are tumor stem cells also regulated by the microenvi-

ronment? Cancer Cell 7, 17–23.

Bottinger, E.P., Jakubczak, J.L., Haines, D.C., Bagnall, K., andWake-

field, L.M. (1997). Transgenic mice overexpressing a dominant-

negative mutant type II transforming growth factor beta receptor

show enhanced tumorigenesis in the mammary gland and lung

in response to the carcinogen 7,12-dimethylbenz-[a]-anthracene.

Cancer Res. 57, 5564–5570.

Bouras, T., Pal, B., Vaillant, F., Harburg, G., Asselin-Labat, M.L.,

Oakes, S.R., Lindeman, G.J., and Visvader, J.E. (2008). Notch

signaling regulates mammary stem cell function and luminal

cell-fate commitment. Cell Stem Cell 3, 429–441.

Chakrabarti, R., Wei, Y., Romano, R.A., DeCoste, C., Kang, Y., and

Sinha, S. (2012). Elf5 regulates mammary gland stem/progenitor

cell fate by influencing notch signaling. StemCells 30, 1496–1508.

Chang, A.H., Raftrey, B.C., D’Amato, G., Surya, V.N., Poduri, A.,

Chen, H.I., Goldstone, A.B., Woo, J., Fuller, G.G., Dunn, A.R.,

et al. (2017). DACH1 stimulates shear stress-guided endothelial

cell migration and coronary artery growth through the CXCL12-

CXCR4 signaling axis. Genes Dev. 31, 1308–1324.

Chen, K., Wu, K., Cai, S., Zhang,W., Zhou, J., Wang, J., Ertel, A., Li,

Z., Rui, H., Quong, A., et al. (2013). Dachshund binds p53 to block

the growth of lung adenocarcinoma cells. Cancer Res. 73, 3262–

3274.

Chen, K., Wu, K., Jiao, X., Wang, L., Ju, X., Wang, M., Di Sante, G.,

Xu, S., Wang, Q., Li, K., et al. (2015). The endogenous cell-fate fac-

tor dachshund restrains prostate epithelial cell migration via

repression of cytokine secretion via a cxcl signaling module. Can-

cer Res. 75, 1992–2004.

Chen, R., Amoui, M., Zhang, Z., and Mardon, G. (1997). Dachs-

hund and eyes absent proteins form a complex and function syn-

ergistically to induce ectopic eye development in Drosophila. Cell

91, 893–903.

Chen, R., Halder, G., Zhang, Z., and Mardon, G. (1999). Signaling

by the TGF-beta homolog decapentaplegic functions reiteratively

within the network of genes controlling retinal cell fate determina-

tion in Drosophila. Development 126, 935–943.

Daniel, C.W., and Robinson, S.D. (1992). Regulation of mammary

growth and function by TGF-beta. Mol. Reprod. Dev. 32, 145–151.

Davis, R.J., Shen, W., Sandler, Y.I., Amoui, M., Purcell, P., Maas, R.,

Ou, C.N., Vogel, H., Beaudet, A.L., and Mardon, G. (2001). Dach1

mutant mice bear no gross abnormalities in eye, limb, and brain

development and exhibit postnatal lethality. Mol. Cell. Biol. 21,

1484–1490.

Davis, T.L., and Rebay, I. (2017).Master regulators in development:

views from the Drosophila retinal determination and mammalian

pluripotency gene networks. Dev. Biol. 421, 93–107.

DeAngelis, T., Wu, K., Pestell, R., and Baserga, R. (2011). The type 1

insulin-like growth factor receptor and resistance to DACH1. Cell

Cycle 10, 1956–1959.
Stem Cell Reports j Vol. 12 j 135–151 j January 8, 2019 149

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stemcr.2018.11.010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref1
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref2
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref3
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref4
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref5
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref6
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref7
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref8
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref9
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref10
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref11
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref12
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref13
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref14
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref15
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref16
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref16


dos Santos, C.O., Rebbeck, C., Rozhkova, E., Valentine, A., Sam-

uels, A., Kadiri, L.R., Osten, P., Harris, E.Y., Uren, P.J., Smith, A.D.,

et al. (2013). Molecular hierarchy of mammary differentiation

yields refined markers of mammary stem cells. Proc. Natl. Acad.

Sci. U S A 110, 7123–7130.

Ewan, K.B., Shyamala, G., Ravani, S.A., Tang, Y., Akhurst, R.,Wake-

field, L., and Barcellos-Hoff, M.H. (2002). Latent transforming

growth factor-beta activation in mammary gland: regulation by

ovarian hormones affects ductal and alveolar proliferation. Am.

J. Pathol. 160, 2081–2093.

Giraddi, R.R., Chung, C.Y., Heinz, R.E., Balcioglu, O., Novotny, M.,

Trejo, C.L., Dravis, C., Hagos, B.M., Mehrabad, E.M., Rodewald,

L.W., et al. (2018). Single-cell transcriptomes distinguish stem

cell state changes and lineage specification programs in earlymam-

mary gland development. Cell Rep. 24, 1653–1666.e7.

Gu, B., Watanabe, K., Sun, P., Fallahi, M., and Dai, X. (2013). Chro-

matin effector Pygo2 mediates Wnt-notch crosstalk to suppress

luminal/alveolar potential of mammary stem and basal cells. Cell

Stem Cell 13, 48–61.

Ingman, W.V., and Robertson, S.A. (2008). Mammary gland devel-

opment in transforming growth factor beta1 null mutant mice:

systemic and epithelial effects. Biol. Reprod. 79, 711–717.

Jiao, X., Katiyar, S., Liu, M., Mueller, S.C., Lisanti, M.P., Li, A., Pes-

tell, T.G., Wu, K., Ju, X., Li, Z., et al. (2008). Disruption of c-Jun re-

duces cellular migration and invasion through inhibition of c-Src

and hyperactivation of ROCK II kinase. Mol. Biol. Cell. 19, 1378–

1390.

Jiao, X., Rizvanov, A.A., Cristofanilli, M., Miftakhova, R.R., and

Pestell, R.G. (2016). Breast cancer stem cell isolation. Methods

Mol. Biol. 1406, 121–135.

Ju, X., Ertel, A., Casimiro,M.C., Yu, Z., Meng, H.,McCue, P.A.,Wal-

ters, R., Fortina, P., Lisanti, M.P., and Pestell, R.G. (2013). Novel

oncogene-induced metastatic prostate cancer cell lines define

human prostate cancer progression signatures. Cancer Res. 73,

978–989.

Lakhani, S.R., and O’Hare, M.J. (2001). The mammary myoepithe-

lial cell – Cinderella or ugly sister? Breast Cancer Res. 3, 1–4.

Latha, M.S., and Saddala, M.S. (2017). Molecular docking based

screening of a simulated HIF-1 protein model for potential inhibi-

tors. Bioinformation 13, 388–393.

Lindley, L.E., and Briegel, K.J. (2010).Molecular characterization of

TGFbeta-induced epithelial-mesenchymal transition in normal

finite lifespan human mammary epithelial cells. Biochem. Bio-

phys. Res. Commun. 399, 659–664.

Martinez-Ruiz, H., Illa-Bochaca, I., Omene, C., Hanniford, D., Liu,

Q., Hernando, E., and Barcellos-Hoff, M.H. (2016). A TGFbeta-miR-

182-BRCA1 axis controls the mammary differentiation hierarchy.

Sci. Signal. 9, ra118.

Massague, J. (2008). TGFbeta in cancer. Cell 134, 215–230.

Massague, J. (2012). TGFbeta signalling in context. Nat. Rev. Mol.

Cell Biol. 13, 616–630.

Moses, H., and Barcellos-Hoff, M.H. (2011). TGF-beta biology in

mammary development and breast cancer. Cold Spring Harb. Per-

spect. Biol. 3, a003277.
150 Stem Cell Reports j Vol. 12 j 135–151 j January 8, 2019
Muzumdar, M.D., Tasic, B., Miyamichi, K., Li, L., and Luo, L.

(2007). A global double-fluorescent Cre reporter mouse. Genesis

45, 593–605.

Nan, F., Lu, Q., Zhou, J., Cheng, L., Popov, V.M., Wei, S., Kong, B.,

Pestell, R.G., Lisanti, M.P., Jiang, J., et al. (2009). Altered expression

of DACH1 and cyclin D1 in endometrial cancer. Cancer Biol. Ther.

8, 1534–1539.

Nelson, C.M., Vanduijn, M.M., Inman, J.L., Fletcher, D.A., and Bis-

sell, M.J. (2006). Tissue geometry determines sites of mammary

branching morphogenesis in organotypic cultures. Science 314,

298–300.

Pandey, G., Zhang, B., Chang, A.N., Myers, C.L., Zhu, J., Kumar, V.,

and Schadt, E.E. (2010a). An integrative multi-network and multi-

classifier approach to predict genetic interactions. PLoS Comput

Biol 6. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1000928.

Pandey, P.R., Saidou, J., andWatabe, K. (2010b). Role ofmyoepithe-

lial cells in breast tumor progression. Front. Biosci. 15, 226–236.

Pierce, D.F., Jr., Johnson, M.D., Matsui, Y., Robinson, S.D., Gold,

L.I., Purchio, A.F., Daniel, C.W., Hogan, B.L., and Moses, H.L.

(1993). Inhibition ofmammary duct development but not alveolar

outgrowth during pregnancy in transgenic mice expressing active

TGF-beta 1. Genes Dev. 7, 2308–2317.

Popov, V.M., Wu, K., Zhou, J., Powell, M.J., Mardon, G., Wang, C.,

and Pestell, R.G. (2010). The Dachshund gene in development and

hormone-responsive tumorigenesis. Trends Endocrinol. Metab.

21, 41–49.

Popov, V.M., Zhou, J., Shirley, L.A., Quong, J., Yeow, W.S., Wright,

J.A.,Wu, K., Rui, H., Vadlamudi, R.K., Jiang, J., et al. (2009). The cell

fate determination factorDACH1 is expressed in estrogen receptor-

alpha-positive breast cancer and represses estrogen receptor-alpha

signaling. Cancer Res. 69, 5752–5760.

Shackleton, M., Vaillant, F., Simpson, K.J., Stingl, J., Smyth, G.K.,

Asselin-Labat, M.L., Wu, L., Lindeman, G.J., and Visvader, J.E.

(2006). Generation of a functional mammary gland from a single

stem cell. Nature 439, 84–88.

Shehata, M., van Amerongen, R., Zeeman, A.L., Giraddi, R.R., and

Stingl, J. (2014). The influence of tamoxifen on normal mouse

mammary gland homeostasis. Breast Cancer Res. 16, 411.

Silberstein, G.B., and Daniel, C.W. (1987). Reversible inhibition of

mammary gland growth by transforming growth factor-beta. Sci-

ence 237, 291–293.

Sternlicht, M.D., and Barsky, S.H. (1997). The myoepithelial

defense: a host defense against cancer. Med. Hypotheses 48,

37–46.

Sternlicht, M.D., Kedeshian, P., Shao, Z.M., Safarians, S., and Bar-

sky, S.H. (1997). The human myoepithelial cell is a natural tumor

suppressor. Clin. Cancer Res. 3, 1949–1958.

Tsukazaki, T., Chiang, T.A., Davison, A.F., Attisano, L., and Wrana,

J.L. (1998). SARA, a FYVE domain protein that recruits Smad2 to

the TGFbeta receptor. Cell 95, 779–791.

Visvader, J.E., and Clevers, H. (2016). Tissue-specific designs of

stem cell hierarchies. Nat. Cell Biol. 18, 349–355.

Visvader, J.E., and Stingl, J. (2014). Mammary stem cells and the

differentiation hierarchy: current status and perspectives. Genes

Dev. 28, 1143–1158.

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref17
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref18
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref19
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref20
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref21
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref22
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref23
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref24
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref25
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref26
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref27
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref28
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref29
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref30
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref31
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref32
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref33
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref34
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref34
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pcbi.1000928
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref36
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref37
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref38
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref39
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref40
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref41
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref42
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref43
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref43
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref43
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref44
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref45
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref46
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref46
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref47
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref47
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref47


Watanabe, A., Ogiwara, H., Ehata, S., Mukasa, A., Ishikawa, S.,

Maeda, D., Ueki, K., Ino, Y., Todo, T., Yamada, Y., et al. (2011).

Homozygously deleted gene DACH1 regulates tumor-initiating

activity of glioma cells. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 108, 12384–

12389.

Wu, K., Chen, K.,Wang, C., Jiao, X.,Wang, L., Zhou, J.,Wang, J., Li,

Z., Addya, S., Sorensen, P.H., et al. (2014). Cell fate factor DACH1

represses YB-1-mediated oncogenic transcription and translation.

Cancer Res. 74, 829–839.

Wu, K., Jiao, X., Li, Z., Katiyar, S., Casimiro, M.C., Yang,W., Zhang,

Q., Willmarth, N.E., Chepelev, I., Crosariol, M., et al. (2011). Cell

fate determination factor Dachshund reprograms breast cancer

stem cell function. J. Biol. Chem. 286, 2132–2142.

Wu, K., Katiyar, S., Li, A., Liu, M., Ju, X., Popov, V.M., Jiao, X., Li-

santi,M.P., Casola, A., and Pestell, R.G. (2008). Dachshund inhibits

oncogene-induced breast cancer cellular migration and invasion

through suppression of interleukin-8. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A

105, 6924–6929.

Wu, K., Katiyar, S., Witkiewicz, A., Li, A., McCue, P., Song, L.N.,

Tian, L., Jin, M., and Pestell, R.G. (2009). The cell fate determina-

tion factor dachshund inhibits androgen receptor signaling and

prostate cancer cellular growth. Cancer Res. 69, 3347–3355.
Wu, K., Li, A., Rao, M., Liu, M., Dailey, V., Yang, Y., Di Vizio, D.,

Wang, C., Lisanti, M.P., Sauter, G., et al. (2006). DACH1 is a cell

fate determination factor that inhibits cyclin D1 and breast tumor

growth. Mol. Cell. Biol. 26, 7116–7129.

Wu, K., Li, Z., Cai, S., Tian, L., Chen, K., Wang, J., Hu, J., Sun, Y., Li,

X., Ertel, A., et al. (2013). EYA1 phosphatase function is essential to

drive breast cancer cell proliferation through cyclin D1. Cancer

Res. 73, 4488–4499.

Wu, K., Yuan, X., and Pestell, R. (2015). Endogenous Dach1 in can-

cer. Oncoscience 2, 803–804.

Zhou, J., Liu, Y., Zhang, W., Popov, V.M., Wang, M., Pattabiraman,

N., Sune, C., Cvekl, A.,Wu, K., Jiang, J., et al. (2010a). Transcription

elongation regulator 1 is a co-integrator of the cell fate determina-

tion factor Dachshund homolog 1. J. Biol. Chem. 285, 40342–

40350.

Zhou, J., Wang, C.,Wang, Z., Dampier,W.,Wu, K., Casimiro, M.C.,

Chepelev, I., Popov, V.M., Quong, A., Tozeren, A., et al. (2010b).

Attenuation of Forkhead signaling by the retinal determination

factor DACH1. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 107, 6864–6869.

Zucchi, I., Sanzone, S., Astigiano, S., Pelucchi, P., Scotti, M., Valsec-

chi, V., Barbieri, O., Bertoli, G., Albertini, A., Reinbold, R.A., et al.

(2007). The properties of a mammary gland cancer stem cell.

Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U S A 104, 10476–10481.
Stem Cell Reports j Vol. 12 j 135–151 j January 8, 2019 151

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref48
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref49
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref50
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref51
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref52
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref53
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref53
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref53
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref53
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref54
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref54
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref54
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref54
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref55
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref55
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref56
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref57
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref57
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref57
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref57
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref58
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref58
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref58
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2213-6711(18)30478-8/sref58


Stem Cell Reports, Volume 12

Supplemental Information

Dachshund Depletion Disrupts Mammary Gland Development and Di-

verts the Composition of the Mammary Gland Progenitor Pool

Xuanmao Jiao, Zhiping Li, Min Wang, Sanjay Katiyar, Gabriele Di Sante, Mehdi
Farshchian, Andrew P. South, Cinzia Cocola, Daniele Colombo, Rolland Reinbold, Ileana
Zucchi, Kongming Wu, Ira Tabas, Benjamin T. Spike, and Richard G. Pestell



 

1 

Dachshund depletion disrupts mammary gland development and diverts the composition of the mammary 

progenitor pool 

 

Xuanmao Jiao1#,, Zhiping Li1#, Min Wang1, Sanjay Katiyar2, Gabriele Di Sante1, Mehdi Farshchian3, Andrew 

P. South3, Cinzia Cocola4, Daniele Colombo4$, Rolland Reinbold4, Ileana Zucchi4, Kongming Wu5, Ira Tabas6, 

Benjamin T. Spike7, Richard G. Pestell1,8* 

 

1Pennsylvania Cancer and Regenerative Medicine Research Center, and Baruch S. Blumberg Institute, 3805 Old 

Easton Road, Doylestown, PA., 18902. 2Department of Cancer Biology, and 3Dermatology and Cutaneous Biology, 

Thomas Jefferson University, Bluemle Life Sciences Building, 233 South 10th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107. 

4Istituto Tecnologie Biomediche, Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, via Cervi 93, 20090 Segrate, Milano Italy. 
5Department of Oncology, Tongji Hospital of Tongji Medical College, Huazhong University of Science and 

Technology, Wuhan, 430030, P.R., China. 6Department of Medicine, Columbia University, New York, NY 10032, 

USA; Department of Physiology and Cellular Biophysics, Columbia University, New York, NY 10032, USA; 

Department of Pathology and Cell Biology, Columbia University, New York, NY 10032, USA. 7Huntsman Cancer 

Institute, Department of Oncological Sciences, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 84112, USA; 8Lee Kong 

Chian School of Medicine, Nanyang Technological University, 637551, Singapore. 

 

 #equal contribution 

 

Running Head: DACH1 expands  murine mammary gland stem cells in vivo. 

Keywords: DACH1, mammary gland, breast cancer, TGFb, SARA, stem cells. 

 

*Corresponding Author: 1Pennsylvania Cancer and Regenerative Medicine Research Center, 100 East Lancaster 

Avenue, Suite 222, Wynnewood, PA., 19096. Tel: (267) 4020545, For Reprints:  richard.pestell@ bblumberg.org 

$Current Address: Zambon SpA, Open R&D Department, Via Lillo Del Duca 10,  20091 Bresso, Milano, Italy. 

 



 

2 

SUPPLEMENTAL EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES  

 
Transgenic mice. All the animal studies were approved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee of 

Thomas Jefferson University. The mice were housed and maintained at the animal facility in Thomas Jefferson 

University. The Dach1fl/fl mice (Chen et al., 2015; Pierce et al., 1993) (which remove the same section of 

the Dach1 locus that is deleted in the knockout mice strain (Davis et al., 2001)), were intercrossed with the 

ROSA26Cre-ERT2 mice (expressing CRE-ERT2 fusion protein under the control of the ubiquitous ROSA26 promoter, 

The mice were kindly provided by Dr. Thomas Ludwig at Columbia University, New York, NY.). The Cre-ERT2 

fusion protein binds with tamoxifen and is then transported to the nucleus to induce the deletion of floxed alleles (de 

Luca et al., 2005) and activate ROSA26mT-mG, a cell membrane-targeted, two-color fluorescent Cre-reporter allele. 

Prior to Cre recombination, tdTomato (mT) red fluorescence will be expressed in almost all cells. In the presence of 

Cre recombinase, cells will express cell membrane-localized EGFP (mG) fluorescence instead of the red 

fluorescence.  The Jackson Laboratory Stock No. 007576 was previously described (Muzumdar et al., 2007). 

Dach1fl/fl mice were mated with either ROSA26CreERT2/CreERT2 or ROSA26mTmG/mTmG mice to generate 

Dach1fl/wtROSA26CreERT2/CreERT2 (Cre mice) and Dach1fl/wtROSA26mTmG/mTmG (Cre reporter mice). 

Dach1fl/wtROSA26CreERT2/+ mice were then mated with Dach1fl/wtROSA26mTmG/+ mice to generate 

Dach1fl/flROSA26CreERT2/mTmG mice and Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmG littermates. Six-week-old female mice were 

administered tamoxifen by intra-peritoneal injection (2mg/25g body weight per day for 5 days) to induce the 

deletion of floxed alleles. The extent of deletion was assessed by PCR-based DNA analysis. Littermates of 

Dach1wt/wtROSA26CreERT2/mTmG were used as controls to decrease individual differences and avoid potential effects of 

tamoxifen on mammary gland development and gene expression (Shehata et al., 2014). Mammary squashes and 

analysis of mammary gland development were conducted as previously described (Rowlands et al., 2003) 

 

Cell culture, reagents, mammosphere assays, expression vectors, DNA transfection, and statistical analyses. 

LA-7 cells were transiently transfected with an expression vector encoding DACH1 or a control vector as described 

(Wu et al., 2006) using the LipofectaminTM 2000 reagent (Cat. 11668-027, Invitrogen) according to the 

manufacturer’s instructions. 48 hrs. after transfection, cells were detached using 0.25% trypsin and 0.5 mM EDTA 

for 5 min at 37°C in order to obtain a suspension of single cells which were then counted. The cells were then 

divided into three pools and used for either Real Time PCR analysis (RT-PCR), mammosphere formation or 

organoid formation assay. Thus, a portion of the cells were replated in 2D culture conditions for subsequent RNA 
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extraction and for quantitative Real Time PCR analysis, a portion of the cells were placed in non-adherent culture 

conditions for mammosphere formation and a portion of the cells were used in 3D collagen matrix for organoid 

formation assay.  

For mammosphere assays, suspensions of single cells transfected with an expression vector encoding 

DACH1 or control vector were plated at a limiting dilution (500 cells/1.4 ml) in non-differentiating medium as 

described (Zucchi et al., 2007).  

 

Tubule and organoid formation in 3D culture.	 For tubule/organoid formation, cells were suspended on ice in rat 

tail derived collagen prepared as previously described (Zucchi et al., 2007).  Cells were embedded in collagen at the 

density of 1000 cells/mL. Aliquots of 500 µL of cell and collagen suspension were plated in triplicate into 48 well 

plates (Greiner, Twin-Helix). After incubation at 37°C for 1 hr., medium was added and subsequently replaced 

every 2.5 days. Organoid cultures were examined daily with light microscopy to assess tubule and organoid 

formation and photographed at days 7, 14 and 20. Evaluation of branching was assessed 3 days after seeding by 

examining 10 tubules for each condition in 3 independent experiments.  

 
. 

Immunoprecipitation and Western Blot. Immunoprecipitation (IP) and Western blot assays were performed in 

cells as indicated. Antibodies used in Western blotting included anti-CD44 (sc-53068, Santa Cruz), goat polyclonal 

anti-b-actin (Cat #sc-1615, Santa Cruz), anti-b-casein (Cat #sc-30042, Santa Cruz), anti-Smad2/3 (BD Cat 

#610843), anti-phosphorylated Smad2/3 (Santa Cruz Biotechnology Cat # sc-11769-R), anti-phosphorylated 

Smad1/5/8 (Santa Cruz Biotechnology Cat #sc-12353-R), anti-SARA (Proteintech Cat # 14821-1-AP), anti-DACH1 

(Proteintech Cat #10914-1-AP), or anti-FLAG M2 antibody (Sigma). Cells were lysed in immunoprecipitation (IP) 

buffer (10 mMTris-HCL at pH 7.4, 150 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1 mM EGTA, 1% Triton X-100, 0.5% IGEPAL 

CA-630, 10% glycerol, 0.2 mM sodium orthovanadate, 0.1 mM PMSF, 10 µg/ml aprotinin, 1 µg/ml leupeptin, 1 

µg/ml pepstatin). For each IP, 1 ml lysate (1 mg protein) and 2 µg  anti-Smad2/3 (BD Cat #610843) or anti-SARA 

(Proteintech Cat #14821-1-AP) were incubated overnight at 4oC. Immunoprecipitates were washed 5 times in IP 

buffer, and 30 µl of 2 x sample buffer was added to the bead pellet. The immunoprecipitates, as well as 50 µg 

proteins of the corresponding lysates, were separated by electrophoresis in 4–11% graded polyacrylamide gel, 

transferred to nitrocellulose filters, and immunoblotted with the indicated antibodies. Protein bands were detected 

using the enhanced chemiluminescence detection system (Amersham Biosciences). Laminin B1 antibody (Abcam 



 

4 

Cat #ab16048) was used as an internal control for nuclear protein abundance and vinculin (Sigma Cat #V9131) was 

used as a control for cytoplasmic fraction enrichment. 

 

FACS analysis of stem cells. FACS analysis for mammary epithelial stem cells was conducted as outlined in prior 

publications (dos Santos et al., 2013; Jiao et al., 2016; Shackleton et al., 2006). Briefly, mammary glands were 

removed from 12 week old Dach1fl/fl;ROSA26CreERT2/mTmG and Dach1wt/wt;ROSA26CreERT2/mTmG mice. Both strains of 

mice were treated with tamoxifen at 6 weeks. The mammary gland was sectioned into 1 mm3 pieces and 

subsequently digested with 300 U/ml collagenase and 100 U/ml hyaluronidase, 0.25% trypsin-2.1 mM EDTA, 5 

mg/ml dispase and 0.1 mg/ml DNase and then treated with Hemolysis Buffer. The tissue debris was removed with a 

BD 40 µm cell strainer. The cells were blocked with normal IgG and rat anti-mouse CD16/CD32 antibody 

(2.4G2,BD Pharmingen) in 1:100 dilution for 30 min and then incubated with lineage marker (Allophycocyanin 

(APC) labeled anti-mouse CD31 (clone MEC 13.3), CD45 (clone 30-F11) and Ter119, all were from BD 

BioSciences Pharmingen) (1/50-1/100), phycoerythrin (PE)/Cy5-anti-mouse/rat CD29 (clone HMb1-1, BioLegend) 

(1/200-1/400), and PE/Cy7-labeled rat anti-mouse CD24 (clone M1/69, BioLegend, San Diego) (1:200-1/400) for 1 

h. All experiments were conducted at 4°C. Cell sorting was performed on a FACS LSRII cell sorter (BD 

Biosciences). Forward Scatter (FSC), Side Scatter (SSC), Green Fluorescent Protein (GFP), Tomato Fluorescent 

Protein, APC, PE/Cy5 and PE/Cy7 signals were recorded. The data were analyzed with FlowJo single cell analysis 

software (Tree Star, Inc., Ashland, OR).  

 

Quantitative Real-time PCR. PCR analysis for luminal markers (Cdh1 (E-cadherin)), cytokeratin (CK18), alveolar 

marker (b-casein) and CD44 was conducted of LA-7 mRNA as previously described (Zucchi et al., 2007). Total 

RNA was isolated from murine mammary gland tissues and LA-7 cells, or LA-7 cells transfected with a DACH1 

expressing vector or the control vector, using Trizol. RNA samples were treated with RQ1 DNase I (Promega Inc., 

Madison, WI) to remove contaminating DNA from RNA preparations followed by re-purification using the RNeasy 

Mini Kit (Qiagen, Valencia, CA). DNA-free RNA was subjected to reverse transcription reactions, performed using 

SuperScript™ III reverse transcriptase kit (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA). Following preparation of cDNA, SYBR 

Green based real-time PCR reactions were performed using Power SYBR Green Master Mix (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, 

CA) on an ABI Prism 7900HT system (Applied Biosystems Inc., Foster City, CA). Amplification of 18s rRNA was 

performed in every sample and the obtained Ct values for each sample were used for normalization. Primers for all 
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the genes/gene transcripts including 18s rRNA and HPRT (hypoxanthine phosphoribosyltransferase) are listed in 

Table 1, or for Cdh1, CK18, and CD44 as previously described (Zucchi et al., 2007). 
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SUPPLEMENTAL FIGURES 
 

 

Figure S1. Multigenic mice analysis. (A). Schematic representation of the transgenic mice illustrating the Cre 

induced conversion from tomatoe red (mT) to green (mG) fluorescence and the consequent excision of the Dach1fl/fl 

allele. (B). Representative example of PCR-based genotyping for the multigenic mice with the specific PCR based 

products for the alleles as indicated. 
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Figure S2. Dach1 gene deletion does not affect mammary gland apoptosis. (A-C) Mammary gland apoptosis 

assessed by TUNEL staining for transgenic Dach1 gene deletion mice with  DNase 1 positive control, together 

showing no significant change in TUNEL staining in Dach1 deletion mice mammary gland. 
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Figure S3. Transgenic mice mammary gland morphological analysis. (A) Schematic representation of the 

transgenic mice illustrating the timing of tamoxifen treatment to induce Cre expression, with subsequent washout. 

(B) Representative examples of mammary squashes from transgenic mice (Dach1wt/wtRosa26mTmGfl/Cre-ERT2 and (C) 

Dach1fl/flRosa26mTmGfl/Cre-ERT2 as indicated. 
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Figure S4. Double immunofluorescent staining of Cytokeratin 5 and 8 in Dach1-/- mouse mammary gland. Same 

images as figure 4A but with separated fluorescent channels. 
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Figure S5. LA-7 generated 3D organoids and tubules stained for luminal and myo-epithelial markers. Same images 

as figure 6E but with higher resolution. 
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Figure S6. DACH1 restrains TGFb signaling. (A,B). Schematic representation of a model in which association of 

DACH1 with SARA restrains TGFb signaling. 
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Table 1. Primers for all the genes/ gene transcripts including housekeeping control genes/ gene transcripts. 

 

Gene 
name Species Forward sequence Reverse sequence Note 

Dach1 mouse ACAAGTCAACCAGGAGGCTTAG TTCACATGTAAGCAGTGTGGACT 
genotyping PCR: Dach1 floxed allele: 513bp; Dach1 wild 
type allele: 457bp 

Dach1 mouse ACAAGTCAACCAGGAGGCTTAG ACAACAATGTCCTGGGTGCTT genotyping PCR: Dach1 deleted allele: 377bp 

Dach1 mouse GGCTTCCTTTACGGTGGAGG CAGCTTGGTGTAGACGGTGTG real time PCR 

Gata3 mouse CTCGGCCATTCGTACATGGAA GGATACCTCTGCACCGTAGC real time PCR 

Gata3 rat GCAGGCGTTGCAAAGGTAGT CTACCGGGTTCGGATGTAAGTC real time PCR 

Pml mouse CCAGAGGAACCCTCCGAAGA GGCAGCGCAGAAACTGAAAT real time PCR 

Elf5 mouse ATGTTGGACTCCGTAACCCAT GCAGGGTAGTAGTCTTCATTGCT real time PCR 

Pygo2 mouse AGCGAAGAAAGTCCAATACTCAG GTTAGAAGCGACCAGATGATCC real time PCR 

Notch1 mouse GATGGCCTCAATGGGTACAAG TCGTTGTTGTTGATGTCACAGT real time PCR 

Notch1 rat GTCAATGTTCGAGGACCAGATG CTGATAGATGAAGTCGGAGATGACA real time PCR 

18s rRNA 
 

GTAACCCGTTGAACCCCATT CCATCCAATCGGTAGTAGCG real time PCR 

p21 rat CAGACCAGCCTAACAGATTTCTATCA GGCACTTCAGGGCTTTCTCTT real time PCR 
Cytokeratin14 
 (CK14)  CGCCTGGCGGCTGAT TTGATGTCAGACTCCACATTTATGC    real time PCR 

HPRT  
TCCATTCCTATGACTGTAGATTTTAT
CAG AACTTTTATGTCCCCCGTTGACT real time PCR 
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