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Dear lan,
Project No. 2016/020
Project Title Studies on the population dynamics of free roaming stray dogs and

owned dogs in Mumbai and Guwahati

Thank you for addressing the conditions placed on the above application to the Murdoch
University Human Research Ethics Committee. On behalf of the Committee, | am pleased to
advise the application now has:

OUTRIGHT APPROVAL

Approval is granted on the understanding that research will be conducted according the
standards of the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007),
the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2007) and Murdoch
University policies at all times. You must also abide by the Human Research Ethics
Committee’s standard conditions of approval (see attached). All reporting forms are
available on the Research Ethics and Integrity web-site.

I wish you every success for your research.

Please quote your ethics project number in all correspondence.

Kind Regards,

Dr. Erich von Dietze
Manager

Research Ethics and Integrity

cc: Dr Mark O'Dea and Harish Tiwari

CRICOS Provider Code: 00125
ABN 61616 369 313
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Human Research Ethics Committee: Standard Conditions of Approval

The project must be conducted in accordance with the approved application, including
any conditions and amendments that have been approved. You must comply with all of
the conditions imposed by the HREC, and any subsequent conditions that the HREC may
require.

You must report immediately anything, which might affect ethical acceptance of your
project, including:

= Adverse effects on participants

= Significant unforeseen events

= Other matters that might affect continued ethical acceptability of the project.
Proposed changes or amendments to the research must be applied for, using an
Amendment Application form, and approved by the HREC before these may be
implemented.

An Annual Report for the project must be provided by the due date specified each year
(usually the anniversary of approval).

A Closure Report must be provided at the conclusion of the project (once all contact
with participants has been completed).

If, for any reason, the project does not proceed or is discontinued, you must advise the
committee in writing, using a Closure Report form.

If an extension is required beyond the end date of the approved project, an Extension
Application should be made allowing sufficient time for its consideration by the
committee. Extensions of approval cannot be granted retrospectively.

You must advise the HREC immediately, in writing, if any complaint is made about the
conduct of the project.

Other Murdoch approvals (e.g. fieldwork approval) or approval form other institutions
may also be necessary before the research can commence.

Any equipment used must meet current safety standards. Purpose built or modified
equipment must be tested and certified by independent experts for compliance with
safety standards.

Graduate research degree candidates must normally have their Program of Study
approved prior to commencing the research. Exceptions to this must be approved by the
HREC.

You must notify Research Ethics & Integrity of any changes in contact details including
address, phone number and email address.

Researchers should be aware that the HREC may conduct random audits and / or
require additional reports concerning the research project.

Failure to comply with the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human
Research (2007) and with the conditions of approval may result in the suspension
or withdrawal of approval for the project.

The HREC seeks to support researchers in achieving strong results and positive outcomes.

The HREC promotes a research culture in which ethics is considered and discussed at all
stages of the research.

If you have any issues you wish to raise, please contact the Research Ethics Office in the
first instance.

Page 2



Survey questionnaire for urban and rural respondents including pet dog owners to determine knowledge,

attitudes and practices of the community towards dogs and the control of rabies

1. Household Information

1.1

Name of the respondent

1.2

Gender

Male Female

1.3

Age

14

How many people including yourself live in this
household?

1.5

How many children aged 14 years or less live in this
household?

1.6

What is your highest educational qualification?
Please mark ‘x’ against the level of education.

No formal education
Primary school
Secondary school
Matriculation

College

Graduate

Post- Graduation

1.7

How would you describe your occupation?
Please mark ‘x’ against suitable option.

Unskilled work

Skilled work

Small trading

Shop owner

Business as self-employed
professional

Businessmen
Clerical/salesman
Supervisory level
Officer/executives

Senior officers

Others, Please specify

1.6

What religion are you?

Hindu ( )

Islam ( )

Buddhist ( )
Christian( )

Prefer not to say ( )
No religion ()

1.9

Do you own any pet animal(s)? If no, proceed to 1.11

Yes( ) No( )

1.10

What pets do you own?

Dog( )
Cat( )

Other, please specify
C )

1.11

Do you own any livestock? If no, proceed to section 2

Yes( )
No ( )

1.12

What kind and number of livestock do you own?

Cattle/buffaloes ( )
Horses( )

Pigs ( )
Sheep/goats ( )
Poultry ()




2. Details of ward and garbage disposal

2.1 | Would you rank the garbage disposal system of your Satisfactory ( )

ward as satisfactory or unsatisfactory? unsatisfactory ( )

2.2 | Would you rank the general cleanliness of open areas | Satisfactory ( )

and streets of your ward as satisfactory or unsatisfactory ( )
unsatisfactory?
3. Knowledge of rabies
3.1 Have you ever heard of the disease called rabies? Yes ( ) No ()
If no proceed to section 4.
3.2 In your opinion can dogs transmit rabies? Yes () No ()
Not sure ( )

33 In your opinion can cats transmit rabies? Yes () No ()
Not sure ( )

3.4 In your opinion can rats transmit rabies? Yes () No ()
Not sure ( )

35 In your opinion which animal most commonly causes | Don’t know () Dogs ()

rabies? Cats( )Rats( )
Monkeys () wild life ()
Others, please specify
( )
3.6 In your opinion can animal bites transmit rabies? Yes( ) No( )
Not sure ( )

3.7 In your opinion can licks/scratches from animals Yes( ) No( )
transmit rabies? Not sure ( )

3.8 Do you think rabies is fatal if symptoms appear? Yes( ) No( )

Not sure ( )
3.9 In your opinion can rabies be prevented? Yes( ) No( )
Not sure ( )

3.10 | Inyour opinion will application of local treatments, Yes( ) No( )
like chilli powder and turmeric, on animal bite Not sure ( )
wounds prevent rabies?

3.11 | Inyour opinion should an animal bite wound be Yes( ) No( )
washed with soap and water to reduce chances of Not sure ( )
rabies infection?

3.12 | Inyour opinion is it necessary to go to hospital if Yes( ) No( )
someone is bitten by a dog, even if the injury is not Not sure ( )
severe?

3.13 | Are you aware that post-bite anti-rabies vaccines Yes( ) No( )
can prevent rabies in humans? Not sure ( )

3.14 | Can rabies be prevented by vaccinating dogs against | Yes( ) No ( )
the disease? Not sure ( )

3.15 | Can rabies be controlled by restricting the size of the | Yes( ) No( )
stray dog population? Not sure ( )

3.16 | If you saw a dog with signs of rabies would you Yes( ) No( )
inform the municipal authorities? Not sure ( )

3.17 | Have any awareness campaigns been organised in Yes( ) No (
your locality during the last two years about rabies Not sure ( )
and how to control it?




4. Free roaming dogs

4.1 Are there any free roaming dogs in your locality? Yes( ) No{()

If yes proceed to next question. Not sure ()
If no and you have pet dogs, please proceed to

section 5.

If no and you do not own pet dogs, the

questionnaire for you ends here. Thanks for your

time to complete this questionnaire.

4.2 Where do you think these free roaming dogs come | From nearby localities ( )

from? Breeding of local dogs ()
Abandoned pet dogs ()
Others, please specify
( )
Not Sure ()

4.3 Approximately how many free roaming dogs do you
think are present in your locality?

4.4 Do you feel the free roaming dogs in your locality Yes( ) No( )
are useful to society? If no, proceed to 4.6 Not sure( )

4.5 What do you think are the benefits of free roaming | Guarding( )
dogs? Keep away wild animals( )

Keep away thieves ( )
Other, please specify
( )

4.6 Do you believe the free roaming dogs in your Yes( ) No( )
locality are a nuisance or a problem for the society? | Not sure ( )

4.7 Do you think that the free roaming dogs in your Yes( ) No( )
locality are a threat to human health? Not sure ( )

4.8 Where do you think these dogs get their food? Fed by residents ()

Garbage dumps ( )
Litter from streets ()
Other, please specify ()
Notsure( )

49 Do you ever feed free roaming stray dogs? If yes, Yes () No ()
proceed to next question, else go to 4.13 Not Sure( )

4.10 | Do you think feeding of free roaming dogsis partof | Yes( ) No( )
your religious duties? Not sure( )

4.11 | Do you think feeding of free roaming dogsisanact | Yes( ) No( )
of love/ compassion towards these animals? Not sure ( )

4.12 | Do you think feeding of free roaming dogs is better | Yes( ) No( )
than wasting the food? Not sure ( )

4.13 | Would you rank the health of the free roaming dogs | Good health ( )
in your locality as good, average or poor? Average health( )

Poor health ()

4.14 | If you see an injured free roaming stray dog, would | Yes ( ) No( )
you take it to a veterinarian? Not sure ( )

4.15 | Inyour opinion should people who feed / shelter Yes ( ) No( )
these dogs take responsibility for their health and Not sure ( )
vaccination?

4.16 | Inyour opinion is it the responsibility of the Yes( ) No( )
Government to take care of the health of free Not sure ( )
roaming dogs?




way to control the free roaming free dog
population? Culling; Impounding; birth control
operations; better garbage management; if any
other, please specify

4.17 | Are you aware of any programmes undertaken in Yes () No ()
the last two years in your area to control the dog Not sure ( )
population?

4.18 | In your opinion which of the following is the best Culling ()

Impounding ()

birth control operations( )
better garbage management
( )

if any other, please specify

( )

Not sure ( )
5. Dog owning population (only for pet dog owners)
5.1 How many dogs do you own? Male
Female
Total
5.2 What is their age /ages?
5.3 What is the breed of your pet dogs? Local ( )
Pedigreed( ), specify
Mixed ()
5.4 Where did you get your pet from? Purchased ( )
Gifted ( )
Adopted ( )
Offspring of owned bitch ( )
Other, please specify ( )
5.5 Would you prefer to own a pedigreed pup to a Yes ( )
local Indian Native dog? If yes, proceed to next No ( )
question, else to 5.7 Notsure( )
5.6 What are the reasons for you to prefer pedigreed Social status ()
dogs rather than local Indian Native dogs? Intelligence of dogs( )
Cleanliness ( )
Other reasons, please specify
( )
No specific reason ()
5.7 Is your dog always confined to your home Yes( ) No( )
premises? If yes, proceed to next question, else to
5.9
5.8 When away from your house premises, does your
dog accompany you or members of your
household (a) always (b) sometimes or (c) rarely (d)
never
5.9 Is your pet registered? Yes( ) No ( )
Applied for ()
Notsure( )
5.10 | Inthe last year have you taken your dog to a Yes ( )
veterinarian? If no proceed to 5.13 No ( )
5.11 | How many times was your dog taken to the
veterinarian in the last year?
5.12 | Has your dog ever been vaccinated against rabies? | Yes( ) No ( )
If not vaccinated, proceed to 5.14 Not sure ( )




5.13 | If vaccinated, when was the last vaccine given?
5.14 | Has your dog been operated upon so that it cannot | Yes( )

breed? No( )
Don’t Know ( )
5.15 | If your dog has not been operated to stop Sterilising cost ()
breeding, is there a reason for this? Lack of service ( )

Not aware of such procedures
( )

Breeding purpose ( )

Cruel practice ( )

Religion( )

Other, please specify( )
No reason ( )

Thank you for your time to complete this questionnaire. This information will help
understand the role of dogs in the community and the control of rabies.
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Consent form for the survey of community members

Project Title: A survey to determine the knowledge, attitudes and practices of people
on dogs and dog-related rabies.

Harish Kumar Tiwari, a PhD student at Murdoch University is conducting a survey to determine the knowledge,
attitudes and behavioural practices of people from different communities towards the dog population and its
role in the spread of rabies. The study is designed to identify factors that may influence the occurrence of rabies
in India and the level of awareness about the disease. This study is being done in collaboration with the School
of Veterinary and Life Sciences, Murdoch University, Perth, Australia and Ashoka Trust for Research on
Environment and the Ecology, Bangalore, Karnataka, India.

The questionnaire will take approximately 30 minutes to complete. The first part of the questionnaire covers
general household information and the latter part deals with awareness about dogs and rabies. The study will
help evaluate the existing strategies to control rabies and the dog population in India.

Your participation in this survey is greatly appreciated. All information collected from you will be kept strictly
confidential and no information that may identify you will be used in any report or publication. You may
withdraw from the questionnaire at any stage if you wish without any impact on you.

Consent:

Do you have any questions about this study? Yes No
Do you understand the purpose of the study and your involvement? Yes No
Would you like to participate in the study? Yes No

Please sign to record your consent to participate in this study

OR

This consent form with the requirements and conditions associated with this questionnaire survey has been
read out to me in the language | understand and | consent to participate in this survey.

(Left Thumb Impression)




If you have any queries or concerns regarding this survey you can contact the Human ethics office at Murdoch
University or email at Human.Ethics@murdoch.edu.au.

Thank you for your assistance with this project.
Sincerely

Harish Kumar Tiwari

PhD Student

School of Veterinary and Life Sciences
Murdoch University

South Street, Murdoch 6150

Western Australia

Phone : 0426842710

Email: h.tiwari@murdoch.edu.au
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Johod AMeh: CERKIIILE ;ﬁT—Fi‘ciﬁ?-r ATl A=Al AR, JRTIITET 30T 3r9=arar
fFreRor SRoaErdr v Fdafor.

#Sfeh faearderder droesl faezrdl gler FAR fHary, d9raredr eI il Hesardars! o
FAd 3Ted. ARAT Y&ioredr GRUTATER 30T AMIATA FRTESHAT TTdBbay FeTd YISumy &HRor
3NBYUITATET &1 3UTH IR FUAT el 318, T AT URIACIhIT 0T Sfael fa=ileT Qmeear e,
wefeh Reamdis, 9o, sieeforr 3nfor 3rele gee WR RAT 377 Tdcgrdeaie 375 Shiailsl, S9N, Heilee,
HRA IIT HEHRTH Id 3R,

UREATd qUT BIUA AR 30 AT Slerciier. TRaATdelicel Yigedr HENd AHT BRI gl FHATIASE
38 IO AT $ET FHF 0T ISSATATAT SITRhell BTeATcl. $RcTcier IsTeT 0T e Hear

T FARTONS 3T HGSHTIT ST THUNA Hideh dhel STl INTeTThge INST holell HI Agcll HORIOY
MUAT STl STl OT ITTCTTAT INBEUTY HIVTAET AT PIUTCATET IgaTend fohdT Tehrer=raed
aToell SITOTR &ATET. 3T90T 3TAeATE IO THTd & T, 30T HIUTcATEl YATawad JeATdelldel Al S35
QU

THA:

HTeATHS AT IFFATHECGA Flal TT 3HTgd HI? e ATEr
JEITETT @] JATOT HTTeAT ATV IELN THSTO e 7 HE ATeY
30T HFATATT HHREN 815 sfeadr g ATer

U AT HFITETT TN GIUATATST Tl FHCAT FAlCTdUATATS HIgeT Sof I
foRar

IT geATTe TAeTomeY Hefd 3Totedr 31T 30T Uil &7 AT BiF Hal THsTdedT ANT el T
31 30T A I1 Fdeona TeHmeT gluard FgHAT .

(FareTdy) (3TaT 49 FFAT)

T FARTOTHSY AU SIET QT fahaT Qe 3r¥eard 30T Hsfeh fagaTdiaIdiel §9& ATY ekl fohar
Human.Ethics@murdoch.edu.au a¥ 3l HE QAhdl.
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¥ HregTerar

BleT: +61-426842710

A h.tiwari@murdoch.edu.au

Harish Kumar Tiwari PhD Student
School of Veterinary and Life Sciences
Murdoch University

South Street,

Murdoch 6150

Western Australia

Phone: +61-426842710

Email: h.tiwari@murdoch.edu.au
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