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Online Resource 1. Search strategy

In COCHRANE LIBRARY database we used the following MeSH descriptors (published from 1997 to 2017, in

Technology Assessments and Economic Evaluations): ‘[Heart Failure] explode all trees’, ‘heart next failure’, ‘chf
or hf’, ‘cardiomyopath*’, ‘(cardiac next failure) or (cardiac next insufficiency)’, ‘(myocardial next failure) or

(myocardial next insufficiency)’.

In MEDLINE and EMBASE (via Ovid) we searched for the following disease terms: ‘exp *heart failure/’,

‘((cardiac* or heart* or myocard*) adj2 (failure* or incompet* or insufficien* or arrest*)).ti,ab.’; we search for
the following economic evaluation terms: ‘health economics/ or exp economic evaluation/ or cost-benefit
analysis/ or cost benefit/ or cost effectiveness analysis/ or cost minimization analysis/ or "costs and cost analysis"/ or
quality-

adjusted life years/ or value of life/’, ‘Economics/ or Socioeconomics/ or economic aspect/ or health economics/’,
‘(cost* adj (effective* or utilit* or consequence* or benefit* or minimi*)).tw.’, ‘(economic evaluation* or
economic analysis or QALY* or DALY* or quality adjusted or adjusted life year* or disability adjusted life or gald*
or qale* or

gtime* or life year* gained or ICER).ti,ab,kf.".

In addition, we applied the following exclusion terms: ‘(comment or editorial or meta-analysis or practice-
guideline or review or letter or journal correspondence).pt.’, ‘(book or conference paper or editorial or letter or
review).pt.’, ‘(animal* not human*).sh,hw.’, ‘(case stud* or case report*).ti.’, ‘(conference abstract or
conference

review).pt.”.





