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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT 

 
Library Staff 

 
Project: Feasibility of establishing an Australia PubMed Central: Phase One 
 

      
Chief Investigator 
Professor Frada Burstein 
Leader, Health ICT theme 
Faculty of IT 
Monash University 
P:  +61 3 9903 2011 
E:  frada.burstein@monash.edu  
 
PhD Researcher 
Ms Lisa Kruesi 
Faculty of IT 
Monash University 
M: 0412 655 787 
E:  lisa.kruesi1@monash.edu 

Researcher 
Dr Kerry Tanner 
Adjunct Senior Research Fellow 
Faculty of IT 
Monash University 
P: 61 3 9903 2551 
E:  kerry.tanner@monash.edu 
 
 
 

 
 

As a leader in your field you are invited to take part in this study.  Please read the 
Explanatory and Australia PubMed Central (PMC) Briefing Statements before deciding 
whether or not to participate in this research. If you would like further information 
regarding any aspect of this project, you are encouraged to contact the researchers via the 
phone numbers or email addresses listed above. 

 
What does the research involve?  

A briefing statement about Australia PMC is included as an attachment, along with this 
statement. 

 
We are seeking stakeholder endorsement to investigate and design an Australia 

PubMed Central (PMC) prototype.  Like its counterpart, Europe PMC, an Australia PMC 
would potentially include abstracts, articles and links to research data from anywhere in 

the world.  It could also include open access articles from Australian peer reviewed 
biomedicine and health journals not indexed by MEDLINE, making it unique.  The full 
scope of content from the US PubMed and PMC would be available from an Australia 

PMC and delivered through a single search platform.  
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If you agree to participate, Lisa Kruesi will phone your office to make an appointment to 
interview you.   The interview can be held at a time convenient to you and will involve 
discussion of eight questions.  It should only take 45 minutes of your time.   

 
If you are willing to participate please sign and return the consent form also included as 
an attachment. 

 
Why were you chosen for this research? 

As a leader with significant experience you have been chosen for this research.  Your contact 
details were obtained from your organisation’s website.    

 
Voluntary nature of participation 

Participants retain the right to withdraw from this investigation at any stage of the research.  
If the participant has chosen to provide an anonymous questionnaire response it will not be 
possible to withdraw the data once they have submitted a response.  If the participant is 
identifiable and they choose to withdraw from the study, their response can be withdrawn 
within one month of their submission.     

 

Possible benefits and risks to participants?  

Participation in this project will not have any immediate benefits to you.  However, you will 
be making a major contribution to answering an important research question on the need 
for an Australia PMC.  If an Australia PMC were to proceed in the future there would be 
many benefits to library staff, such as: 

•      Access to a consolidated, open Australian biomedical sciences research repository 

•      Platform to link and index research content to data  

•      Potential future opportunity to leverage the site and build upon national health and   
        medical information and library services 

Possible or reasonably foreseeable risks of harm to the potential participants: 

• There are no foreseeable risks of harm to potential participants from participation in 
the research  

• The topic is not controversial  

• Participants’ details will be kept confidential 
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Summary of Invited Actions: 

1. Please read the Explanatory Statement and  
Australia PubMed Central (PMC) Briefing 
Statement 

2. Please sign and return the Consent Form  

Confidentiality 

This matter is not of a highly sensitive nature.  Participants can request that their responses 
be kept anonymous and confidential.  Based on this request their correspondence will be 
suitably labelled and saved on a password protected network.   Responses labelled 
confidential will not be transcribed within the final thesis or associated papers. 

Storage of data 

The data we collect will only be accessed by the named researchers. All data will be securely 
stored at the researchers’ institutions and will be stored centrally at Monash University after 
the completion of the research. Audio recordings of interviews will be destroyed after the 
transcripts have been approved. With your approval, data will be deposited in the Monash 
University Research Repository. Otherwise the data will be securely destroyed five years 
after the completion of the project to comply with Monash University guidelines. 

Use of data for other purposes  

With your permission, we would like to use the data we collect in future research. Only 
aggregate de-identified data will be made available for other research and only for research 
where ethics approval has been granted. 
 

Results 

It is anticipated that the PhD thesis will be made openly available on the Monash University 
thesis website. 
 

Complaints 

Should you have any concerns or complaints about the conduct of the project, you are welcome to 
contact the Executive Officer, Monash  University Human Research Ethics (MUHREC): 
 
Executive Officer 
Monash University Human Research          
Ethics Committee (MUHREC)  
Room 111, Chancellery Building E, 
24 Sports Walk, Clayton Campus 
Research Office 
Monash University VIC 3800 

Tel: +61 3 9905 2052     
Email: muhrec@monash.edu        
 
Thank you 
 
Prof Frada Burstein 
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