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Table S1. Example MEDLINE search strategy. 

 

# Searches Results 

1 exp Adipose Tissue/ or epicardial fat.mp. 79789 

2 epicardial adipose tissue.mp. 417 

3 epicardial fat volume.mp. 56 

4 pericardial adipose tissue.mp. 58 

5 pericardial fat.mp. 242 

6 pericardial fat volume.mp. 31 

7 1 or 2 or 3 or 4 or 5 or 6 79916 

8 exp Myocardial Contraction/ or exp Heart Failure/ or exp Heart Ventricles/ or 

exp Echocardiography, Doppler/ or exp Ventricular Dysfunction, Left/ or exp 

Diastole/ or exp Ventricular Function, Left/ or diastolic function.mp. 

260853 

9 diastolic dysfunction.mp. 6262 

10 systolic function.mp. 9152 

11 exp Myocardial Contraction/ or myocardial function.mp. 75943 

12 myocardial performance.mp. 2269 

13 mitral annular velocities.mp. 154 

14 ejection fraction.mp. 44097 

15 8 or 9 or 10 or 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 282014 

16 exp Tomography, X-Ray Computed/ or cardiac ct.mp. 337987 

17 coronary calcium score.mp. or exp Tomography, X-Ray Computed/ 337983 

18 exp Multidetector Computed Tomography/ or ccta.mp. 4630 

19 16 or 17 or 18  338169 

20 exp Magnetic Resonance Imaging/ 346308 

21 cardiac mri.mp. 1739 

22 ectopic fat.mp. 396 

23 7 or 22 80055 

24 20 or 21 346580 

25 15 and 19 and 23 53 

26 15 and 23 and 24 78 

27 25 or 26 122 

 



 

Table S2. Newcastle - Ottawa Scale for Assessment of Cross-sectional Studies. 

 

First Author Year 

Selection Comparability  Outcome 

Total Representativeness 
of the sample 

Sampl
e size 

Ascertainment 
of exposure 

Non - 
respondent

s 

Outcome 
groups 

comparable 

Assessment 
of outcome 

Correct 
statistical test  

Bakkum1 2015 * - ** * * * * 7 

Cavalcante2 2012 * - ** * ** ** * 9 

Ede3 2014 * - ** * ** ** * 9 

Faustino¥4 2011 * - ** - ** * * 7 

Fernando5 2015 * - ** - ** * * 7 

Fontes-carvalho6 2014 * - ** * ** ** * 9 

Fox7 2009 * * ** * ** ** * 10 

Hachiya8 2014 * - ** * * * * 7 

Khawaja9 2011 * - ** - ** ** * 8 

Konishi10 2012 * - ** * - * * 6 

Lai11 2015 * - ** * ** * * 8 

Liu12 2011 * * ** * ** * * 10 

Longenecker13 2016 * - ** * ** * * 8 

Ng14 2016 * - ** * ** * * 8 

Ruberg15 2010 * - ** * * ** * 8 

Wu16 2015 * - ** * * ** * 8 

Yamashita17 2012 * - ** * ** * * 8 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Table S3. Newcastle - Ottawa Scale for Assessment of Case Control Studies. 

 

First 
Author 

Year 

Selection Comparability  Exposure Total 

Representativen
ess of the 

sample  

Adequate 
case 

definition? 

Selection of 
controls 

Definition 
of 

controls 

Controls and 
cases 

comparable  

Ascertainment 
of exposure 

Same method of 
ascertainment for 
cases and controls 

Non-
response 

rate 

 

Chekakie18 2010 * * * * ** * * * 9 

Doesch19 2012 * * * * ** * * * 9 

Doesch20 2013 * * * * ** ** * * 10 

Doesch21 2010 * * * * ** ** * * 10 

Vanni22 2015 * * * * * * * * 8 

Vural23 2014 * * * * ** ** * * 10 
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