
Table 3: Search Strategy 

 
Databases  
 

 
Search Terms 

 
No of 
articles 
identified 

 
 PubMed  

 

  
("depressive disorder"[MeSH Terms] OR ("depressive"[All Fields] AND 
"disorder"[All Fields]) OR "depressive disorder"[All Fields] OR "depression"[All 
Fields] OR "depression"[MeSH Terms]) AND ("epilepsy"[MeSH Terms] OR 
"epilepsy"[All Fields] OR "epileptic"[All Fields]) AND ("patients"[MeSH Terms] 
OR "patients"[All Fields]) AND Associated[All Fields] AND factors[All Fields] 
AND ("africa south of the sahara"[MeSH Terms] OR ("africa"[All Fields] AND 
"south"[All Fields] AND "sahara"[All Fields]) OR "africa south of the sahara"[All 
Fields] OR ("sub"[All Fields] AND "saharan"[All Fields] AND "africa"[All 
Fields]) OR "sub Saharan africa"[All Fields]) 

 

41 

 
 CINAHL 
(Plus with 
full text)  

 

 
Thesaurus terms: depression, drug therapy, epilepsy, prevalence, sub-Saharan Africa  
Search Terms: " depression disorder *" OR depressive * OR " depression *" and " 
epilepsy *" OR " epileptic " AND " drug therapy "OR" treatment" AND "Africa OR sub-
Saharan Africa  
(S1): filter: English, peer reviewed, exclude Medline  
(S2): with additional filter: Africa, sub-Saharan Africa 
S1 OR S2  

 

 
22 

 
Cochrane 
Library  

 

  
MeSH terms: depression disorder (MeSH), depressive (MeSH), depression (MeSH), 
epilepsy (MeSH), epileptic (MeSH), Associated (MeSH) factors (MeSH).  
Search Terms: (depression disorder * OR depressive * OR depression * AND 
(epilepsy[MeSH]  OR epileptic[MeSH] AND drug therapy AND sub-Saharan Africa 
AND English [la] 

 

21 

 
 PsycINFO  

 

 
Thesaurus terms: depression, drug therapy, epilepsy, prevalence, sub-Saharan Africa  
Search Terms:  
" depression disorder *" OR depressive * OR " depression " and "epilepsy*" OR 
"epileptic" AND drug therapy OR treatment* AND sub-Saharan Africa 
filter: English, peer reviewed  

 

 
33 

 
 Embase  

 

 
Emtree terms: depression, drug therapy, epilepsy, sub-Saharan Africa 

Search 1 Terms: (depression disorder * OR depressive OR depression* AND (epilepsy 
OR epileptic * AND drug therapy AND (embase) NOT (medline)  
Search 2 Terms: (depression disorder NEXT/1 depressive * OR depression * NEXT/1 
depressive * OR depression NEXT/1 phone* AND (epilepsy OR epileptic) AND (drug 
therapy OR treatment) AND english:la AND [embase]/lim NOT [medline]/lim  
filter English only and excluded Medline  
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Grey 
Literature; 
Google & 
Google Scholar  

 
Variety of key terms used from the above searches 
  

 
34 

 


