
 

S5 Fig. Effects of paired-like homeodomain transcription factor 2 (PITX2) overexpression 

and letrozole treatment on interferon α and IFITM1 expression levels were determined using 

a xenograft nude mouse model using MCF7 cells. (A) Schematic representation of the 

experimental procedure used in the xenograft nude mouse study. MCF7 cells with different 

transfections were resuspended in Matrigel (10 mg/mL). 0.1 mL of cell suspension (2×10
7
 

cells/mL) were then injected into left flanks of female nude mice. Four weeks after cells 

inoculation, mice were injected subcutaneously with vehicle, 100 μg/day of Δ4A, orΔ4A plus 

10 μg/day of letrozole on a daily basis, for 14 days. The xenograft tissues were then harvested 

and subjected to other assays. (B) Enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay analysis of baseline 

expression of interferon α (IFNα) in the extracts from xenograft tissues. The results were 

presented as the mean±standard error of mean of the triplicate samples. (C) Western blotting 

analysis of IFITM1 expression levels in the harvested xenograft tissues. Actin served as the 

loading control. 

 


