Additional file 1 MEDLINE search strategy (OVID interface)

1. (rib adj3 fracture*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,
rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

2. ((flail chest or stove? in) adj3 chest).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of
substance word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique
identifier]

3. (blunt chest adj3 trauma).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept

word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

4. extra thoracic injur*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

5. costal fracture*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]
6. Flail Chest/

7. Rib Fractures/

8.1or2or3or4or5or6or7

9. (fracture* adj3 fixation).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept

word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

10. bone screw*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

11. Bone plate*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]




12. (suture ad;3 fixation).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept

word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

13. judet strut.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject
heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare
disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

14. bioabsorbable plate*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept
word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

15. heavy suture*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance word,
subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept word,

rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

16. intramedullary splint*.mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept

word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

17. (metal adj2 fixation).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of substance
word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol supplementary concept

word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier]

18. ((plate* or strut) adj3 fixation*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of
substance word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique

identifier]
19. exp Internal Fixators/

20. fracture fixation/ or fracture fixation, internal/ or fracture fixation, intramedullary/

21. (fracture adj3 stabili?ation).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of
substance word, subject heading word, keyword heading word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique

identifier]

22.100or11or12or130rl14or150r16o0or 17 or18or 19 or 20 or 21




23. 8 and 22

24. limit 23 to (humans and yr="1976 -Current")




