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1. Assessment of publication bias by safety outcome in studies on topical non-steroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) (overall)

Figure 38: Funnel plot using data for skin and subcutaneous tissue disorders with all topical NSAIDs
versus placebo in patients with osteoarthritis (OA).

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Harbord's test: p = 0.663

Figure 39: Funnel plot using data for gastrointestinal disorders with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo
in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Harbord's test: p = 0.802



Figure 40: Funnel plot using data for cardiac disorders with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 41: Funnel plot using data for vascular disorders with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 42: Funnel plot using data for nervous system disorders with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo
in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Harbord's test: P = 0.652

Figure 43: Funnel plot using data for musculoskeletal and connective tissue disorders with all topical
NSAIDs versus placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Harbord's test: P = 0.038



Figure 44: Funnel plot using data for severe adverse events with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 45: Funnel plot using data for serious adverse events with all topical NSAIDs versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 46: Funnel plot using data for dropouts due to adverse events with all topical NSAIDs versus
placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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2. Assessment of publication bias by safety outcome in studies on topical diclofenac

Figure 47: Funnel plot using data for skin and subcutaneous tissue disorders with topical diclofenac
versus placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 48: Funnel plot using data for gastrointestinal disorders with topical diclofenac versus placebo
in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 49: Funnel plot using data for cardiac disorders with topical diclofenac versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 50: Funnel plot using data for vascular disorders with topical diclofenac versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 51: Funnel plot using data for nervous system disorders with topical diclofenac versus placebo
in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 52: Funnel plot using data for musculoskeletal and connective tissue disorders with topical
diclofenac versus placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 53: Funnel plot using data for severe adverse events with topical diclofenac versus placebo in

patients with OA.
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Figure 54: Funnel plot using data for serious adverse events with topical diclofenac versus placebo in

patients with OA.
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Figure 55: Funnel plot using data for dropouts due to adverse events with topical diclofenac versus
placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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3. Assessment of publication bias by safety outcome in studies on topical ketoprofen

Figure 56: Funnel plot using data for skin and subcutaneous tissue disorders with topical ketoprofen
versus placebo in patients with OA.
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Figure 57: Funnel plot using data for gastrointestinal disorders with topical ketoprofen versus
placebo in patients with OA.
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Figure 58: Funnel plot using data for cardiac disorders with topical ketoprofen versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 59: Funnel plot using data for vascular disorders with topical ketoprofen versus placebo in
patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 60: Funnel plot using data for nervous system disorders with topical ketoprofen versus
placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 61: Funnel plot using data for musculoskeletal and connective tissue disorders with topical
ketoprofen versus placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Severe adverse events with topical ketoprofen: All studies were with null events; thus, the analysis
for publication bias was not possible.
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Figure 62: Funnel plot using data for serious adverse events with topical ketoprofen versus placebo
in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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Figure 63: Funnel plot using data for dropouts due to adverse events with topical ketoprofen versus
placebo in patients with OA.

Funnel plot with pseudo 95% confidence limits
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4. Assessment of publication bias by safety outcome in studies on topical Ibuprofen

Only 3 studies were available for this meta-analysis, with several null events; thus, analyses for
publication bias were not possible.
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