
Supplement 1
Box 1: Search strategy on a systematic review of the impact of climatic and altitude variability and TB transmission

PubMed search (n = 956)
1.	 “Tuberculosis”
2.	 “Altitude”
3.	 “Temperature”.

Search strings (all inclusive)

“(1) AND (2)” OR “(1) AND (3)” OR “(1) AND (4)” OR “(1) AND (5)” OR “(1) AND (6)”

EMBASE (n = 2866)
1.	 Tuberculosis, as major focus
2.	 “Altitude”
3.	 “Temperature”.

Scopus (n = 1344)
1.	 “Tuberculosis’’
2.	 “Altitude”
3.	 “Temperature”.

Search strings (all inclusive)
1.	 1 AND 2
2.	 1 AND 3
3.	 1 OR 2.

Supplement 2
Newcastle–Ottawa Scale adapted for cross‑sectional studies/registry data source

Selection: (Maximum 6 stars)
1.	 Representativeness of the sample:

a.	 Truly representative of the average in the target population. *(all subjects or random sampling)
b.	 Somewhat representative of the average in the target population. *(nonrandom sampling)
c.	 Selected group of enrolled/registered patients
d.	 No description of the sampling strategy.

2.	 Sample size:
a.	 Justified and reported*
b.	 Not reported.

3.	 Data source
a.	 The data were obtained from valid TB registry book, and the study period of the study was clearly defined*
b.	 The data were obtained from valid TB registry book, and the study period of the study was not clearly defined*
c.	 No description of the data source and study period.

4.	 Ascertainment of the exposure (risk factor):
a.	 Climatic and altitude measurements were obtained from valid data source**
b.	 Unit of measurement is available or described*
c.	 No description of the measurement tool.

Comparability: (Maximum 2 stars)
1.	 The subjects in different outcome groups are comparable, based on the study design or analysis. Confounding factors are 

controlled.
a.	 The study control for confounder factor*
b.	 The study considers latent variable*.

Outcome: (Maximum 3 stars)
1.	 Assessment of the outcome:

a.	 Assessment of the outcome was described clinical factors in combination with diagnostic test
b.	 Assessment of the outcome was described by clinical factors/symptoms**
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