










Figure 1. Study Design 
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Figure 2. Event Assessment 
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Table 1. Required Sample Size for the MACE Endpoint 









Benefits and risks of the combination of clopidogrel and aspirin in 
patients undergoing surgical revascularization for non-ST-elevation acute coronary 
syndrome: the Clopidogrel in Unstable angina to prevent Recurrent ischemic Events 
(CURE) Trial.

Effects of clopidogrel in addition to aspirin in patients with acute 
coronary syndromes without ST-segment elevation.

Addition of clopidogrel to aspirin in 45,852 patients with acute 
myocardial infarction: randomised placebo-controlled trial.

Addition of clopidogrel to aspirin and fibrinolytic therapy for 
myocardial infarction with ST-segment elevation.

Ticagrelor versus clopidogrel in patients with acute coronary 
syndromes.

Prasugrel versus clopidogrel in patients with acute coronary 
syndromes.

Prasugrel versus clopidogrel for acute coronary syndromes without 
revascularization.

2013 ACCF/AHA guideline for the management of ST-elevation 
myocardial infarction: executive summary: a report of the American College of 
Cardiology Foundation/American Heart Association Task Force on Practice Guidelines.

2012 ACCF/AHA focused update incorporated into the ACCF/AHA 
2007 guidelines for the management of patients with unstable angina/non-ST-elevation 
myocardial infarction: a report of the American College of Cardiology 
Foundation/American Heart Association Task Force on Practice Guidelines.

Balancing the risk of mortality and major bleeding in the treatment of 
NSTEMI patients - a report from the National Cardiovascular Data Registry.

Comparative trends in guidelines adherence among patients 
with non-ST-segment elevation acute coronary syndromes treated with invasive versus 
conservative management strategies: Results from the CRUSADE quality improvement 
initiative.

Clopidogrel use and hospital quality in medically managed patients 
with non-ST-segment-elevation myocardial infarction.

Comparative Effectiveness of Clopidogrel in Medically Managed 
Patients With Unstable Angina and Non-ST-Segment Elevation Myocardial Infarction.

Early clopidogrel versus prasugrel use among contemporary 
STEMI and NSTEMI patients in the US: insights from the National Cardiovascular Data 
Registry.



Variations in coronary artery disease secondary prevention 
prescriptions among outpatient cardiology practices: insights from the NCDR (National 
Cardiovascular Data Registry).

Cessation of dual antiplatelet treatment and cardiac events after 
percutaneous coronary intervention (PARIS): 2 year results from a prospective 
observational study.

Adherence to drugs that prevent 
cardiovascular disease: meta-analysis on 376,162 patients.

Stent thrombosis after primary angioplasty for STEMI in relation to 
non-adherence to dual antiplatelet therapy over time: results of the HORIZONS-AMI 
trial.

Association of medical noncompliance and long-term adverse 
outcomes, after myocardial infarction in a minority and uninsured population.

Pharmaceutical policies: effects of cap and co-payment on 
rational drug use.

Prescription drug cost sharing: associations 
with medication and medical utilization and spending and health.

Association between drug insurance cost sharing strategies and 
outcomes in patients with chronic diseases: a systematic review.

The effect of copayments for prescriptions on adherence to 
prescription medicines in publicly insured populations; a systematic review and meta-
analysis.

Cost sharing and the initiation of drug therapy for the chronically 
ill.

Patients at-risk for cost-related 
medication nonadherence: a review of the literature.

Effects of increased patient cost sharing on socioeconomic 
disparities in health care.

Moving branded statins to lowest copay tier improves patient 
adherence.

Full coverage for preventive medications after myocardial 
infarction.

Eliminating medication copayments reduces disparities in 
cardiovascular care.

Physician prescribing behavior and its impact on patient-level 
outcomes.

Three-tiered-copayment drug coverage and use of nonsteroidal 
anti-inflammatory drugs.



The effect of incentive-based formularies on prescription-drug 
utilization and spending.

Resource use and cost of initial coronary revascularization. Coronary angioplasty versus 
coronary bypass surgery.

Cost-effectiveness of defibrillator therapy or amiodarone in chronic 
stable heart failure: results from the Sudden Cardiac Death in Heart Failure Trial (SCD-
HeFT).

Medical economics and the assessment of value in cardiovascular 
medicine: Part I.

Medical economics and the assessment of value in cardiovascular 
medicine, Part II.

Results and policy 
implications fo the resource-based relative value study.

Sample size for cluster randomized trials: effect 
of coefficient of variation of cluster size and analysis method.

Multifaceted intervention to improve medication adherence and 
secondary prevention measures after acute coronary syndrome hospital discharge: a 
randomized clinical trial.


