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Acoustic stimuli text 
 
Voices of volunteers were recorded while reading a text previously used by Tallet et al. [36],  

containing all the phonemes of the French language and with any emotional connotation: “Petit 

Louis, les yeux ouverts, rêvait dans son lit bleu. Le jour des vacances était arrivé. Il sentait l’odeur 

du bon pain chaud et du chocolat que maman préparait. Papa et lui iraient à la gare chercher son 

cousin. Ils feraient du camping à la campagne. Louis n’aurait plus peur des ruades de l’âne brun.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Latency threshold for head-turning response 
 
The latency time between the stimuli onset and the head-orienting response was computed. The 

latency threshold was set up following the method described by Basile et al. [30], based on the 

visual inspection of the frequency distribution of the head turning response (see Supplementary Fig. 

1). The head-turning response was considered valid when it occurred within 7.5 s from the sound 

onset. Three different responses were then considered: head turning to the right side, left head-

turning response and no response (if the horse did not turn its head within 7.5 s after the sound 

onset).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplementary Figure 1. Number of head-turning responses according to the time after the stimuli onset. 
 
 
 
 
 


