
Supplementary file 1. Flowchart of screening of SLE patients with CNS infections and NPSLE 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUMCH: Peking Union Medical College Hospital; CNS: central nervous system; NPSLE: 
neuropsychiatric lupus erythematosus; MDT: multiple disciplinary team 

8941 cases were electronically screened out by PUMCH 
in-patient register system based on discharge 
diagnosis of “systemic lupus erythematosus” 

171 cases were screened out 
with suspected CNS infection 

1642 cases were screened out with suspected 
NPSLE and grouped by age and gender 

14 cases were ruled out due 
to lacking of key information 

Medical files were reviewed by two 
rheumatologists and diagnosis re-
evaluated and confirmed 

59 cases were identified 
with CNS infection with 
clear etiology evidence 

98 cases were 
submitted to MDT 
discussion 

95 cases selected 
randomly by computer 

Medical files were reviewed by two 
rheumatologists and one specialist of 
infectious disease, uncertain cases were 
removed  

62 cases with uncertain 
CNS infection were 
ruled out 

36 cases agreed by MDT team 
as having CNS infection 

95 cases were included 
in CNS infection group 
for analysis  

Random selection process 
repeated until 95 cases entered 
into NPSLE group for analysis 


