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The Social Communication Questionnaire (SCQ) is a 40-item yes/no questionnaire, that can
be completed by parents or primary caregivers of children suspected to have Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). It is used to evaluate the communication and social skills of these
children, with children who score above the cut-off of 15 usually being referred for further
evaluation (whereby a trained professional will seek to confirm whether they have ASD).
The aim of the current study was to validate the Arabic version of the SCQ. To do this, we
recruited 412 children: 206 who were typically developing and 206 who had ASD. The
typically developing children were recruited from 92 different public schools in Qatar, and
the children with ASD were recruited through special needs centers/clinics which provide
diagnostic and intervention services for children with ASD. The parents or primary
caregivers of these children were asked to complete the Arabic version of the SCQ. We then
looked at how good the Arabic version of the SCQ was at correctly identifying which children
were typically developing and which children had ASD. The findings supported the use of
the Arabic SCQ in successfully differentiating between the two different groups of children.
This is important as it validates another evidence-based screening tool for children with ASD
(using the same cut-off score as the English version). Furthermore, it reaffirmed the
reliability of this screening questionnaire to be used across different cultures.



