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Programmatic mapping and size estimation of key populations to inform HIV programming in 
Tanzania, Dr Mwita Wambura 

Dear Dr Wambura, 

Thank you for submitting your manuscript entitled "Programmatic mapping and size estimation 
of key populations to inform HIV programming in Tanzania" to PLOS ONE. Your manuscript files 
have been checked in-house but before we can proceed we need you to address the following 
issues: 

1. Thank you for your response. During our internal evaluation, we noted that the following 
sentence was removed from your ethics statement 

'To ensure that the local administration in areas where the research was done is informed about 
the study, approvals to work in the study communities was sought from the regional and district 
health authorities and from the respective ward and village executive officers.' 

To ensure that a full description of the ethical considerations taken in this study is documented 
in your manuscript, we ask that you please provide specific details about the approvals sought 
from the regional and district health authorities in your study. 

Response: "The geographical mapping study received ethical approval from the Medical 
Research Coordinating Committee (MRCC) of the National Institute for Medical Research 
(NIMR) in Tanzania (IRB00002514; FWA00002632) with a letter with reference number 
NIMR/HQ/R.8a/Vol. IX/2086 (attached), and Institutional Review Board of the Johns Hopkins 
University (IRB 00006668, FWA00000287) with letter dated 15th October 2015 (attached).  

The monitoring of research studies is done by MRCC in collaboration with district and 
regional medical authorities. Therefore, the Sauti project wrote letters to seek permission 
from the regional and district health authorities. I have attached letters from regional, district 
and community authorities providing permission. Because of a large number of letters 
received, we have only attached a sample for your review.  

The above statement was deleted because regional and district health authorities are not 
ethics committees, and therefore, do not provide ethical approvals.  
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Date: October 15, 2015 
 
To: Hally Mahler, MHS 
 Jhpiego: JH Prog for Int’l Educ. in Gyn/Ob 
 
Re: Study Title: Programmatic and Geographical Mapping of Key Populations in 

Tanzania” 
 IRB No:  00006668 
        
  
The JHSPH IRB-FC reviewed the above-referenced new application on October 7, 2015.  We 
have determined that the proposed activity described in your application will involve mapping 
activities to identify the locations/sites where key population members congregate and/or meet 
casual or paying sexual partners and key informant interviews concerning the places and 
areas where sex workers and men who have sex with men are seen and congregate.  No 
personal or private information about informants will be collected.  Thus, the proposed activity 
does not qualify as human subjects research as defined by DHHS regulations 45 CFR 46.102, 
and does not require IRB oversight. 
 
We anticipate that you will follow ethical practices in your interactions with individuals in the 
community during the course of your project.  You are responsible for notifying the JHSPH IRB 
of any future changes that might involve human subjects and require IRB oversight.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this action, please contact the JHSPH IRB Office at (410) 
955-3193 or via email at jhsph.irboffice@jhu.edu. 
 
JP/teb 

 

Institutional Review Board Office 
 
615 N. Wolfe Street / Room E1100 
Baltimore, Maryland  21205-2179 
Phone:      410-955-3193 
Toll Free:  1-888-262-3242 
Fax:           410-502-0584 
Email:        jhsph.irboffice@jhu.edu 
Website:    www.jhsph.edu/irb 
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