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eTable-1: Literature search strategy 
 

ID Query 

#13 Search ((((((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
("1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat]) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND ((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR 
sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ("1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat]) AND adult[MeSH])) AND ( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : "2016/12/31"[PDat] ) AND adult[MeSH])) OR ((((((((sepsis[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis[MeSH Major Topic]) OR 
sepsis[Title/Abstract])) OR septicaemia[MeSH Terms]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) AND (((((readmission, hospital[MeSH Terms]) OR readmission, patient[MeSH Terms])) OR 
readmission*[Title/Abstract]) OR discharge[MeSH Terms])) Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01; Humans; Adult: 19+ years 

#12 Search ((((((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
("1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat]) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND ((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR 
sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ("1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat]) AND adult[MeSH])) AND ( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : "2016/12/31"[PDat] ) AND adult[MeSH])) OR ((((((((sepsis[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis[MeSH Major Topic]) OR 
sepsis[Title/Abstract])) OR septicaemia[MeSH Terms]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) AND (((((readmission, hospital[MeSH Terms]) OR readmission, patient[MeSH Terms])) OR 
readmission*[Title/Abstract]) OR discharge[MeSH Terms])) Filters: Humans; Adult: 19+ years 

#11 Search ((((((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
("1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat]) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND ((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR 
sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ("1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat]) AND adult[MeSH])) AND ( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : "2016/12/31"[PDat] ) AND adult[MeSH])) OR ((((((((sepsis[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis[MeSH Major Topic]) OR 
sepsis[Title/Abstract])) OR septicaemia[MeSH Terms]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) AND (((((readmission, hospital[MeSH Terms]) OR readmission, patient[MeSH Terms])) OR 
readmission*[Title/Abstract]) OR discharge[MeSH Terms])) Filters: Adult: 19+ years 

#10 Search ((((((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
("1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat]) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND ((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR 
sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ("1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat]) AND adult[MeSH])) AND ( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : "2016/12/31"[PDat] ) AND adult[MeSH])) OR ((((((((sepsis[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis[MeSH Major Topic]) OR 
sepsis[Title/Abstract])) OR septicaemia[MeSH Terms]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) AND (((((readmission, hospital[MeSH Terms]) OR readmission, patient[MeSH Terms])) OR 
readmission*[Title/Abstract]) OR discharge[MeSH Terms])) 

#9 Search (((((((sepsis[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis[MeSH Major Topic]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract])) OR septicaemia[MeSH Terms]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) AND (((((readmission, hospital[MeSH 
Terms]) OR readmission, patient[MeSH Terms])) OR readmission*[Title/Abstract]) OR discharge[MeSH Terms]) 

#8 Search (((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
("1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat]) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND ((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR 
sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ("1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat]) AND adult[MeSH]) Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01 to 2016/12/31; Adult: 19+ years 

#7 Search (((((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms])) AND 
( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : "3000/12/31"[PDat] ) AND Humans[Mesh] AND adult[MeSH])) AND (((((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) 
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OR sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract]))) AND ( "1992/01/01"[PDat] : 
"2016/12/31"[PDat] ) AND adult[MeSH]) Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01 to 2016/12/31; Adult: 19+ years 

#6 Search (((((((((("sepsis"[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis, severe[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndrome[MeSH Terms]) OR sepsis syndromes[MeSH Terms]) OR septicaemia[Title/Abstract]) OR 
septicemia[Title/Abstract]) OR sepsis[Title/Abstract]) OR septic*[Title/Abstract])) Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01 to 2016/12/31; Adult: 19+ years 

#5 Search ((((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms])) OR ((((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms]) 
Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01; Humans; Adult: 19+ years 

#4 Search "infection"[MeSH Terms] Filters: Publication date from 1992/01/01; Humans; Adult: 19+ years 

#3 Search (((discharge planning[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge plannings[MeSH Terms]) OR discharge[Title/Abstract]) OR national hospital discharge survey[MeSH Terms] 

#2 Search ((((readmissions, patient[MeSH Terms]) OR patient readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR hospital readmissions[MeSH Terms]) OR readmissions[Title/Abstract]) OR readmissions, 
hospital[MeSH Terms] 

 
 
 
eTable 2 Egger’s test for small study effects at 7-, 30-, 90-, 180- and 365-days proportions 
 
 

Rehospitalisation 
interval 

Number of studies 
Root Mean Square 

Error 
P value for Test of H0: 
no small study effects 

0 to 7 days 5 - - 
0 to 30 days 36 38.5 0.29 
0 to 90 days 15 8.10 0.13 
0 to 180 days 8 - - 
0 to 365 days 5 - - 
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eFIgure-1: Random effect meta-analysis of 30-day rehospitalisation proportions by studies 
reporting competing risk analysis 
 
 

 
 
The interaction p-value for difference between two proportions was not significant (p=0.08).
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eFigure-2: Random effect meta-analysis of 30-day rehospitalisation proportions by risk of bias 
assessments in studies published as full research papers 
 

 
 
 
The interaction p-value for difference between two proportions was not significant (p=0.33).
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eMethods 1: Summary list of included studies and the list of excluded studies after full text 
review with reasons for exclusions 
 
Included studies 

• Full manuscripts (N=36) 
References [1-35] 

• Conference abstracts (N=20) 
References [36-55] 

 
Excluded studies with reasons 

• Full manuscripts [56-98] 
Not explicitly reported as sepsis cohort (n=24) 
No sepsis survivor rehospitalisation data (n=8) 
Qualitative study (n=3) 
Cost analysis (n=2) 
Older adults only (n=2) 
Patients with seizures as comorbidity (n=1) 
Single gene defect (n=1) 
In-hospital ICU readmission (n=2) 
Letter to editor on a full manuscript (n=2) 
 

• Conference abstracts [99-108] 
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