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The global health community must learn from COVID-19 and take action now on tuberculosis and its
social determinants, potentially saving millions from a preventable and curable disease https:/bit.ly/
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The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic is likely to be the defining global health crisis of our
generation. As the United Nations Development Programme highlighted in their recent call to action, the
impact of this pandemic will extend beyond the immediate medical consequences to have far-reaching and
long-lasting social and economic impacts, threatening to disproportionately affect poorer people in poorer
countries [1]. Income losses are anticipated to exceed USD 220 billion in developing countries, where
many people live day-to-day without access to social protection, and food security is precarious [1].
Strikingly, a recent United Nations study suggested that the social and economic consequences of the
COVID-19 pandemic could increase the number of people living in poverty by as much as half a billion,
with the majority of these newly poor people living in Africa, South-East Asia, and Central and South
America [2].
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