
Table 1. Characteristics of the studies included 

Tumor size, % Nodal status, %
*CEF × 3 - surgery radiation -
CMF and CEF intercalated × 6 14 77 52 (30–70) 43 34 3 (4.1)

CEF × 3 - surgery radiation -
CMF and CEF intercalated × 6 21 73 50 (30–70) 38.4 26 2 (2.6)

*EC × 6 14 224 49 (16-72) T0-2: 4, T3: 9, T4: 86 N0-1: 58, N2-3: 40 42 NR 31 (14.0)
CEF × 6 28 224 49 (29-79) T0-2: 4, T3: 9, T4: 86 N0-1: 54, N2-3: 44 38 NR 22 (10.0)

*A DOC × 4 14 455 52 (24–77) T1: 6; T2: 85.4; T3: 8.7 Positive 37.6 65.3 61.9 31 (7.0)
AC × 4 - DOC × 4 21 458 51 (24–74) T1: 8; T2: 84.4; T3: 7.7 Positive 49.9 69.5 55.1 63 (14.3)

*ddE × 3 - ddP × 3 - CMF × 3 14 363  48 (23–65) T1–3: 86.2,T4: 8.5 Positive 37.2  76 (20.9)
EC × 4 - P × 4 21 370 49 (26–65) T1–3: 90.8,T4: 7.3 Positive 38.4 53 (14.3)

*TAC × 6 21 101 49 (24–68) T1: 5, T2: 45, T3: 30, T4: 20 Positive 74 16 (16.0)
AC × 3 - T × 3 21 100 49 (27–70) T1: 2, T2: 49, T3: 34, T4: 15 Positive 76 21 (21.0)

*A × 3 - DOC × 3 14 19 47 (31-60) 3 (15.7)
A DOC × 4 21 21 46 (28-63) 1 (4.7)

*E × 3 - P × 3 14 333 49 (27-68) T2: 55, T3: 27,T4: 18 Positive 54 40 (12.0)
EP × 4 21 335 51 (26-66) T2: 51, T3: 31, T4: 18 Positive 54 20 (6.0)

*FAC × 4 18 99 NR T0: 1, T1: 4, T2: 23, T3: 22, T4: 50 Positive 88.2 39.5 39.5 13 (13.1)
FAC × 4 21 100 NR T0: 2, T1: 7.8, T2: 18.6, T3: 22.5, T4: 4 Positive 90 47.1 55.3 9 (9.0)

*wAC × 12-wP × 12 7 186 52 (27-76) 43 (24.3)
AC × 4 - wP × 12 21 186 51 (22-77) 37 (20.7)

* Dose-dense arm. 
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Abbreviations: A = doxorubicin; C = cyclophosphamide; DOC = docetaxel; E = epirubicin; ER = estrogen receptor; F = fluorouracil; M = methotrexate; NR = not reported; P = paclitaxel; pCR = pathological complete response;PR = progesterone
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