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Online Resource 1 Reports on possible health issues of fluoride from different media outlets
obtained online.
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A non-representative internet review was conducted to assess how media and freely
accessible online information platforms (i.e. web blogs, press agencies or industrial press
releases) report on the possible neurotoxicological potential of fluoride between 2012-2018.
For this purpose, different databases (“Nexis Uni”, “Genios”, also “Google Advanced Search”)
were used. The following keywords were applied for news search (in English and German):
“fluorid* AND neurotoxi*” as well as “fluorid* AND intelligen*” and “fluorid* AND 1Q*". The period
from 01/01/2012 to 12/31/2018 was chosen for each search request. More than 2.500 hits
could be identified for the Nexis Uni search “fluorid* AND intelligen*”, about 1.040 for the Nexis
Uni search “fluorid* AND 1Q*". Using the keywords “fluorid* AND neurotoxi*” about 670 hits
were still obtained in the Nexis Uni database. Five articles were obtained that contained
“fluorid*” and “neurotox*” in their headline — two newspapers, one news magazine, one online
press release service and a web blog (125,6.14). Searching in the German database provider
Genios for news that contain “Fluorid* AND “Neurotoxi*” ten press articles could be found. In
general, the role of fluoride in reproduction toxicology is a topic that receives much attention in
the internet. On the one hand, several pages, mostly web blogs or interest-led platforms, but
also few examples of mass media, claimed that fluoride is classified as a human neurotoxin or
they present information in a biased way that is characterised by e.g. emotional, alarming
language, misleading headlines and by a lack of presenting also contrary opinions. On the
other hand, there are also some examples of news articles that present information in a more
balanced way, e.g. by quoting different experts or by discussing also the limitations of studies.
Additionally, also some examples of articles from leading newspapers were identified that
made the often heated and not fact-driven debates about fluoride the subject of their stories (7,

8,12)-
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