
June	10,	2015	– June	9,	2016:	Screensavers	with	
algorithm	displayed	on	PICU	work	stations

July	– December	2015:	
Weekly	emails	sent	to	

PICU	attending	
physicians

with	algorithm

August	2012:	PCT	available	to	
order	as	clinical	test	at	CHOP	(CRP	

previously	available)

August	10,	2012	– June	9,	2015	(Period	1) June	10,	2015	– June	9,	2016	(Period	2)

June	2015:	CRP	and	PCT	incorporated	into	orderset
used	for	ordering	blood	cultures,	labs	and	antibiotics	

in	patients	with	suspected	sepsis	in	the	PICU

Legend:
Change	in	process	for	ordering	clinical	labs	in	PICU Educational	intervention

Algorithm:	Clinicians	in	the	PICU	should	consider	stopping	antibiotics	if	all of	the	following	criteria	are	met:	a)	sterile	site	cultures	obtained	at	SIRS	onset	
revealed	no	growth	at	48	hours,	b)	both biomarkers	obtained	at	SIRS	onset	were	low	(CRP	<4	mg/dL and PCT	<1	ng/mL),	and c)	no	focal	signs	of	infection	were	
present	on	exam	or	by	imaging.
• Clinicians	were	not	required	to	order	biomarkers	at	SIRS	onset	or	to	adhere	to	the	algorithm.	
• All clinical	decisions	during	both	periods	were	made	at	the	discretion	of	the	treating	PICU	team.


