
 Calculation Description 

Sensitivity True Positives / 

(True Positives + 

False Negatives) 

The proportion of screens that correctly 

identified the incidence of the presence 

of malnutrition (i.e. moderate- or high-

risk for malnutrition, moderate or severe 

malnutrition). 

Specificity True Negatives / 

(True Negatives 

+ False Positives) 

The proportion of screens that correctly 

identified the absence of malnutrition 

(i.e. low-risk for malnutrition). 

Negative Predictive 

Value 

True Negatives / 

(True Negatives 

+ False 

Negatives) 

The proportion of nutrition risk screens 

that were accurate out of all of the 

patients that did not have malnutrition, 

which included patients that were low-

risk for malnutrition as confirmed using 

the NFPA. 

Positive Predictive 

Value 

True Positives / 

(True Positives + 

False Positives) 

The proportion of nutrition risk screens 

that were accurate out of all of the 

patients that had malnutrition, which 

included patients that had moderate- or 

high-risk for malnutrition, moderate 

malnutrition or severe malnutrition as 

confirmed using the NFPA. 

    

 Nutrition Risk Screen  

 Low-Risk, n 
Moderate- or 

High-Risk, n 
Total, n 

RDN 

Assessment/NFPA    

Low-risk, n True Negatives False Positives  

Moderate- or High-

Risk; Moderate or 

Severe Malnutrition, n 

False Negatives True Positives 

 

Total, n    

Supplemental Table 1. Descriptions of the equations used to calculate sensitivity, 

specificity, negative predictive value, and positive predictive value. 

 
 


