
 

  

Is the 
objective 

of the 
study 
stated 

clearly in 
the 

abstract, 
introduct

ion, or 
methods 
section? 

Are the 
characteristi

cs of the 
participants 
included in 
the study 

described? 

Were 
the 

cases 
collecte

d in 
more 
than 
one 

centre? 

Are the 
eligibility 
criteria 

(inclusion 
and 

exclusion 
criteria) for 
entry into 
the study 

explicit and 
appropriate

? 

Were 
participants 

recruited 
consecutively

? 

Did 
participant
s enter the 
study at a 

similar 
point in 

the 
disease? 

Is the cases 
described 

with 
sufficient 
details to 

allow other 
investigator

s to 
replicate 

the 
research or 

to allow 
practitioner

s make 
inferences 
related to 
their own 
practice? 

Abrar-Ahmad 2014 * * * * *   
Ben-

Skowronek 
2013 

* *  * * * * 

Betterle 2001 * *  * * * * 

Choudhuri 2005  *  * *   

Cruz 2007 * *  * * * * 

Dittmar 2003 * *  * *  * 

Handa 2003 * *   * * * 

Horie 2012 * *  *  * * 

Karagüzel 2008 * *  * *  * 

Karavanaki 2009 * *  * * * * 

Kondonouri 2002 * * * * *   

Papadopoulos 1990 * *  * * * * 

Papadopoulos 1996 * * * * * *  
Piatkowska 2011 * *   *  * 

Renzullo 2013  *  * * * * 

Sastre-Garriga 2000 *   * * *  
Storz 2011 * * * * *  * 

Teufel 2010 * *  * * * * 

Supplementary table. 1. Quality assesment of the included studies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Table 2. Characteristics of the included studies (NA= not available) 

 

 

 


