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Sensitivity Analysis: In our primary analysis, all patients were required to have insurance coverage for at least 
3 months prior to index sepsis hospitalization. However, to assess whether lack of consistent insurance 
coverage either before or after sepsis hospitalization may have biased our results, we completed four 
sensitivity analyses. First, we excluded patients under 1 year of age during sepsis hospitalization (to allow for a 
full year of data prior to sepsis hospitalization). Second, we examined only those patients who had consecutive 
insurance for 6 months prior to and following sepsis hospitalizations, as inferred by presence of claims at least 
6 months before and after sepsis hospitalization. We similarly measured outpatient healthcare visits among 
patients with consecutive insurance coverage for the 9 months and 12 months preceding and following sepsis 
hospitalization, again as inferred by presence of claims before and after these time periods. These four 
sensitivity analyses show a similar increase in outpatient healthcare use with varying length of enrollment and 
analysis period. 
 
 
 
 


