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Figure S1. Quantification of cells in breast milk of preterm infants (dependent on gestational age). 
Milk cells were isolated from breast milk of mothers of preterm infants during the first five weeks 

after birth. Cells were counted on a hemocytometer and percentages of total CD45+ leucocytes and 

GR-MDSC (of CD45+ leucocytes) determined by flow cytometry. (A) Representative density plots 
show forward scatter (FSC) versus CD66b with gating strategy for BM-MDSC (B + C) the mean of 
total cell counts and percentages of total leucocytes over the first five weeks were calculated. Scatter 
diagrams showing total cell counts in milk (B) and percentages of leucocytes in milk (C), both in 
relation to gestational age. Regression lines show correlation between total cell counts (B) or 
percentages of leucocytes (C) and gestational age. N = 86, not significant, Spearman correlation. 
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Figure S2. Quantification of CD45+ leukocytes in breast milk of preterm infants (dependency on 
postnatal age). Milk cells were isolated from breast milk of mothers of preterm infants during the first 

five weeks of life. Percentages of CD45+ leucocytes were determined by flow cytometry. (A) Scatter 
diagram showing the percentage of leucocytes from all cells in breast milk (BM) of mothers of preterm 
infants in postnatal weeks 1–5. N = 35–74, not significant; Kruskal-Wallis test and Dunn´s multiple 
comparison test. 

 


