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Summary

The manuscript "The on-premise data sharing infrastructure e!DAL: Foster FAIR data for faster data
acquisition" by Arend and colleagues provides an overview of updates and enhancements to the e!DAL
on-premise data-sharing platform. The authors address common issues with scientific data sharing using
centralized repositories: 1) data (potentially a large quantity) needs to be transferred from the owner to
a repository; 2) data often need to repackaged in various ways to fit the expectations of the repository;
3) dataset metadata needs to potentially be tailored to each repository; 4) costs associated with central
repositories (direct or indirect, e.g. training); and 5) lack of central repositories for some data types (e.g.
imaging and phenotype data). To address these issues, e!DAL provides the infrastructure to achieve data
sharing using FAIR principles using on-premise data infrastructure. e!DAL provides a data publication
layer on top of a data repository that interfaces with existing publication and search engine
infrastructure to make shared datasets FAIR.

Strengths

* The manuscript is well-written and succinctly describes the rationale for and improvements of e!DAL.

* The figures effectively summarize the major features of e!DAL and the results of its usage.
Weaknesses

* None

Suggestions for improvement

My understanding is that GPL licenses require an exact copy of the license be distributed with the
software: https://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl-fag.html#WhyMustlinclude. The current license file(s) in
e!DAL only states that GPLv3 applies but there does not seem to be a copy of GPLv3 itself.

The manuscript discusses that "By collecting a standardized set of mainly technical metadata e!DAL
guarantees a long-term readability and usability of all published datasets." This is important for making
datasets findable, but there is an additional layer often required to use data, which is documentation of
what the data is, how it was collected, how it is structured, etc. While not in the scope of the current
work, could the authors potentially discuss in the outlook section whether they see this type of
metadata or documentation being a component of e!DAL? In particular, | am thinking of metadata
ontologies like MIAPPE, MIXxS, etc.
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