Additional file 1
Description of the TB ENDPoint project and definitions of
high-TB risk migrant groups

1B ENDPoint ject d ipti
The TB ENDPoint project (2016-2020) studied the implementation of an optimized LTBI screening and treatment
program among high-TB risk migrants in the Netherlands. The project consisted of three mixed method
implementation studies, and a cost effectiveness and impact analysis of the LTBI screening and treatment program.

The first implementation study (1) focused on the implementation of the program as entry-screening among
immigrants of all ages from countries with a TB incidence >50/100,000 population, with an intended stay in the
Netherlands of six months to ensure ability to complete LTBI screening and, if indicated, treatment.

Definition of immigrant: from the perspective of the country of arrival, a person who moves into a country other
than that of his or her nationality or usual residence, so that the country of destination effectively becomes his or her
new country of usual residence(2), and not applying for asylum. [project addition to the IOM definition]

The second implementation study (3) focused on the implementation of the program as a follow-up-screening (in
addition to mandatory TB entry screening by chest X-ray) among asylum seekers 12 years and older, from countries
with a TB incidence of >200/100,000 population (including Eritreans and Ethiopians) living in regular asylum seeker

centers and awaiting the decision on their asylum application

Definition of asylum seeker: individuals who are seeking international protection and whose claim has not yet been
finally decided on by the country in which he or she has submitted it.(2)

The third implementation study (4) focused on the implementation of the program as a community approach
among Eritrean refugees living in Dutch communities for a maximum of ten years. A maximum duration of ten years
was chosen as that subgroup of Eritrean refugees was assumed to have the highest risk for TB development.

Definition of refugee: asylum seekers who have been recognized as refugees and granted asylum in the
Netherlands within the meaning of the 1951 Convention: a refugee is a person who, owing to a well-founded fear of
persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is
outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection
of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence as a
result of such events, is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.(2)

LTBI screening and treatment program

In the Netherlands, TB care and prevention activities are done by specialized TB healthcare workers of local public
health services. The LTBI screening is conducted by TB medical technical assistants and consists of a health
questionnaire and LTBI testing. The health questionnaire assesses prevalent symptoms indicative of TB, TB history,
comorbidities, medication use, BCG vaccination status and HIV status. If clients have complaints indicative of TB
disease, a chest X-ray is taken, and the client will receive a consultation with the TB physician. LTBI testing is done
either by TST&IGRA (TST induration >5mm, followed by confirmatory IGRA) or IGRA alone. LTBI treatment consist of
three-month daily Isoniazid and Rifampicin combination therapy and is supervised by TB nurses.
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