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File S2. Supplementary information: A. 57 publications included in the systematic review for ‘Stage 

1 Identification of Standards’ and B. Publications contributing to development of reporting criteria 

A. Publications included in the methodological systematic review 
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B. Methodological publications contributing to development of reporting 

criteria 

 

 

Aspect / Phase of meta-ethnography 

 

Publications contributing relevant data/ 

evidence  

 

 

Nature of meta-ethnography and how it differs 

from other qualitative evidence synthesis 

methodologies 

 

 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Bondas and Hall, 2007b, 

Bondas and Hall, 2007a, Booth, 2001, Britten 

et al., 2002, Campbell et al., 2003, Dixon-

Woods et al., 2004, Dixon-Woods et al., 

2005, Doyle, 2003, Malpass et al., 2009, 

Noblit and Hare, 1988, Pope and Mays, 2006, 

Barnett-Page and Thomas, 2009, Bearman 

and Dawson, 2013, Beck, 2009, Booth, 2013, 

Booth et al., 2016, Britten and Pope, 2012, 

Campbell et al., 2011, Toye et al., 2014) 

 

Selecting a qualitative evidence synthesis 

methodology 

 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Bearman and Dawson, 

2013, Beck, 2009, Britten et al., 2002, 

Campbell et al., 2003, Campbell et al., 2011, 

Finlayson and Dixon, 2008, Hannes and 

Macaitis, 2012, Malpass et al., 2009, Noyes 

and Lewin, 2011, Paterson, 2011, Suri and 

Clarke, 2009, Tong et al., 2012, Booth, 2013, 

Toye et al., 2014, Meadows-Oliver, 2015, 

Melendez-Torres et al., 2015, Garside, 2008) 

 

Phase 1- Getting Started 

 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Booth, 2013, Britten et 

al., 2002, Campbell et al., 2003, Dixon-

Woods et al., 2005, Finlayson and Dixon, 

2008, Noblit and Hare, 1988, Garside, 2008, 

Booth et al., 2016, Campbell et al., 2011, 

Finfgeld-Connett, 2014, Finfgeld-Connett and 

Johnson, 2013, Kangasniemi et al., 2012, 

Kinn et al., 2013, Meadows-Oliver, 2015, 

Sigurdson and Woodgate, 2015, Toye et al., 

2014) 

 

Phase 2 – Deciding what is relevant 

 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Britten and Pope, 
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2012, Britten et al., 2002, Campbell et al., 

2011, Dixon-Woods et al., 2005, 

Finlayson and Dixon, 2008, Garside, 

2008, Hannes and Macaitis, 2012, 

Kangasniemi et al., 2012, Noblit and 

Hare, 1988, Suri and Clarke, 2009, Tong 

et al., 2012, Walsh and Downe, 2005, 

Weed, 2008, Booth, 2013, Booth et al., 

2013, Carroll and Booth, 2015, Finfgeld-

Connett, 2014, Finfgeld-Connett and 

Johnson, 2013, France et al., 2014, Kinn 

et al., 2013, Meadows-Oliver, 2015, Nye 

et al., 2016, Toye et al., 2013, Toye et al., 

2014) 

Phase 3- Reading Studies (Atkins et al., 2008, Bondas and Hall, 2007a, 

Booth, 2013, Britten et al., 2002, Campbell et 

al., 2006   , Campbell et al., 2003, 

Kangasniemi et al., 2012, Toye et al., 2014, 

Noblit and Hare, 1988, Campbell et al., 2011, 

Erasmus, 2014, Malpass et al., 2009, 

Sigurdson and Woodgate, 2015, Lee et al., 

2015, France et al., 2014, Garside et al., 

2008) 

Phase 4- Determining how the studies are related (Britten and Pope, 2012, Campbell et al., 

2011, Erasmus, 2014, Malpass et al., 2009, 

Atkins et al., 2008, Britten et al., 2002, 

Campbell et al., 2003, Beck, 2009, Booth et 

al., 2013, Doyle, 2003, Toye et al., 2014, 

Booth et al., 2016, France et al., 2014, Noblit 

and Hare, 1988) 

Phase 5- Translating Studies into one another 

 

(Booth, 2013, Campbell et al., 2006   , 

Campbell et al., 2003, Garside, 2008, Atkins 

et al., 2008, Campbell et al., 2011, Doyle, 

2003, Erasmus, 2014, Toye et al., 2014, Lee 

et al., 2015, Britten et al., 2002, Finfgeld-

Connett, 2014, Malpass et al., 2009, 

Melendez-Torres et al., 2015, Thorne et al., 

2004, Weed, 2008, Barnett-Page and Thomas, 

2009, Bondas and Hall, 2007a, Booth et al., 

2013, Britten and Pope, 2012, Kinn et al., 

2013, Noblit and Hare, 1988, Pope and Mays, 

2006, Walsh and Downe, 2005, Suri and 

Clarke, 2009, Booth et al., 2016, McCann et 
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al., 2013, Dixon-Woods et al., 2005) 

 

Phase 6- Synthesising translations (Britten et al., 2002, Doyle, 2003, Noblit and 

Hare, 1988, Atkins et al., 2008, Booth, 2013, 

Campbell et al., 2011, Thorne et al., 2004, 

Britten and Pope, 2012, Bondas and Hall, 

2007a, Campbell et al., 2003, Finfgeld-

Connett, 2014) 

 

Phase 7 - Expressing the Synthesis 

 

(Doyle, 2003, Noblit and Hare, 1988, Atkins 

et al., 2008, Britten et al., 2002, Bondas and 

Hall, 2007a, Bearman and Dawson, 2013, 

Beck, 2009, Campbell et al., 2006   , 

Campbell et al., 2011, Hannes and Macaitis, 

2012, Pope et al., 2007, Toye et al., 2014, 

Booth, 2013) 

 

Issues of primary study context in meta-

ethnography 

 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Campbell et al., 2011, 

Noblit and Hare, 1988, Thorne et al., 2004, 

Booth, 2013, Britten et al., 2002, Toye et al., 

2013, Toye et al., 2014) 

Number of reviewers required to undertake a 

meta-ethnography 

(Atkins et al., 2008, Bearman and Dawson, 

2013, Booth et al., 2013, Erasmus, 2014, 

France et al., 2014, Garside, 2008, Lee et al., 

2015, McCormick et al., 2003, Walsh and 

Downe, 2005, Bondas and Hall, 2007b, 

Booth, 2013, Finlayson and Dixon, 2008, 

Kangasniemi et al., 2012, Toye et al., 2014, 

Sigurdson and Woodgate, 2015, Bondas and 

Hall, 2007a, Campbell et al., 2011) 

 

Validity, credibility and transferability issues in 

meta-ethnography 

(Noblit and Hare, 1988, Campbell et al., 

2011, Hammersley, 2013, Booth et al., 2013, 

Doyle, 2003, McCormick et al., 2003, 

Campbell et al., 2003, Garside, 2008, 

Melendez-Torres et al., 2015, Thorne et al., 

2004, Bondas and Hall, 2007a, Booth, 2013, 

Britten et al., 2002, Lee et al., 2015, 

Meadows-Oliver, 2015, Campbell et al., 2006 

, Dixon-Woods et al., 2004, Finfgeld-Connett 

and Johnson, 2013, Kinn et al., 2013) 

 


