
SUPPLEMENTAL FIGURES & TABLES 

Supplemental Data 1. Search terms applied to PubMed & EMBASE 

Searches were conducted on February 11th, 2020 at 4:30PM. 

PubMed search: “Search (((prognostic value OR survival OR outcome [Title/Abstract]) AND (NK 

cells OR innate lymphoid cell[Title/Abstract]) AND (tumor OR tumour OR 

infiltration[Title/Abstract]))” 

EMBASE search: “Search ((prognostic[All Fields] AND value[All Fields]) OR 

("mortality"[Subheading] OR "mortality"[All Fields] OR "survival"[All Fields] OR 

"survival"[MeSH Terms]) OR outcome[Title/Abstract]) AND (("killer cells, natural"[MeSH 

Terms] OR ("killer"[All Fields] AND "cells"[All Fields] AND "natural"[All Fields]) OR "natural 

killer cells"[All Fields] OR ("nk"[All Fields] AND "cells"[All Fields]) OR "nk cells"[All Fields]) 

OR innate lymphoid cell[Title/Abstract]) AND (("tumour"[All Fields] OR "neoplasms"[MeSH 

Terms] OR "neoplasms"[All Fields] OR "tumor"[All Fields]) OR ("tumour"[All Fields] OR 

"neoplasms"[MeSH Terms] OR "neoplasms"[All Fields] OR "tumor"[All Fields]) OR 

infiltration[Title/Abstract])” 

 

Supplemental Data 2. R code 

R Code for Meta-analysis: 

> meta <- read.csv(“~/Desktop/meta.csv”) 

> library(meta) 

> library(metafor) 

> m.hksj <- metagen(TE, seTE, data =meta, studlab = paste(studlab), comb.fixed = FALSE, 

comb.random = TRUE, method.tau = "SJ", hakn = TRUE, prediction = TRUE, sm = "SMD") 

> m.hksj 

 



Supplemental Table 1. Quality assessment score. Studies were given a score out of 12 based on 
the inclusion of subtype identification, sex ratios, age (average or range), stage identification, 
period cohort of collection, ethics reported, >1 IHC antibody, quantification strategy, stratification 
strategy, pathologist validation, HR for NK cell infiltration, and p-value for NK cell infiltration. 
The studies were listed from poorer quality (lower score) to higher quality (greater score). 
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Vaquero et al. (1989)82   1       1   2 
Sconocchia et al. (2014)54      1 1  1   1 4 
Vgenopoulou et al. (2003)44 1 1     1 1 1 1   6 
Wang et al. (2014)46  1 1  1  1 1  1   6 
Zancope et al. (2010)34 1 1  1  1  1 1 1   7 
Zhao et al. (2014)67  1   1 1 1 1 1   1 7 
Lazaris et al. (2007)42 1 1 1 1   1  1 1   7 
Ishigami et al. (2000)59  1 1  1  1 1 1 1  1 8 
Menon et al. (2004)51  1 1 1   1 1 1 1 1  8 
Liska et al. (2012)53 1 1 1  1   1 1 1 1  8 
Ino et al. (2008)72  1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1   8 
Wu et al. (2013)68 1    1 1 1 1 1 1 1  8 
Honkanen et al. (2017)48 1 1   1 1 1 1 1 1   8 
Sznurkowski et al. (2014)75 1 1 1 1  1  1 1 1   8 
Versluis et al. (2017)74  1  1 1 1 1 1 1  1  8 
Sconocchia et al. (2011)57 1 1 1    1  1 1 1 1 8 
Cho et al. (2003)36 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1   1 9 
Park et al. (2012)45 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1   9 
Pernot et al. (2020)60 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1  1  9 
Amoueian et al. (2014)58 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1    1 9 
Rathore et al. (2014)47 1 1 1 1  1  1 1  1 1 9 
Alderdice et al. (2017)56 1   1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 9 
Jensen et al. (2009)77  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   1 9 
Platonova et al. (2001)62 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1   9 
Sorbye et al. (2012)78 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1   9 
Hsia et al. (2005)35 1 1  1 1   1 1 1 1 1 9 
Zhu et al. (2009)69  1 1 1 1  1 1 1  1 1 9 
Villegas et al. (2002)64 1 1 1  1  1 1 1  1 1 9 
Takanami et al. (2001)63 1 1 1 1 1   1 1  1 1 9 
Tsuchikawa et al. (2011)31 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   1 10 
Triki et al. (2019)50 1 1 1 1   1 1 1 1 1 1 10 
Wagner et al. (2016)39 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1  1 1 10 
Jasinki-Bergner et al. (2015)76 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1  1 10 
Lim et al. (2014)55 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   10 
Schoenfeld et al. (2017)40 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1   10 
Erdag et al. (2012)79 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1  1 10 
Taghavi et al. (2016)32 1 1 1 1   1 1 1 1 1 1 10 
Coca et al. (1997)52 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1  1 10 
Chew et al. (2012)66  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  10 
Zinovkin et al. (2016)73 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1  1 10 
Tian et al. (2016)43 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 11 
Yamada et al. (2010)65 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  11 
Nakakubo et al. (2003)81 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 11 
Li et al. (2009)70 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 1 11 
Rusakiewicz et al. (2013)61 1 1 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 
Fang et al. (2004)33 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 11 
Xu et al. (2016)38 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 
Lv et al. (2011)37 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  1 11 
Svensson et al. (2017)30 1 1  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 
Lundgren et al. (2016)80  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 
Lu et al. (2017)41 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
Henriksen et al. (2019)71 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 
Muntasell et al. (2018)49 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 12 



 


