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Please, replace the sentence in this box with the following sentence.

"We studied if and how the insecticide Clothianidin can interfere with the immune response of honey bees and how this can in turn affect the reproduction of the parasite Varroa destructor. Therefore, all experiments involved one control group (negative control: untreated) and one (or two, in case more concentrations were tested) treated group to which the insecticide was applied. Each replicate involved a convenient number of bees or mites and were normally repeated three times."
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Please, replace the sentence in this box with the following sentence.

"Since the study aimed at testing the effect of Clothianidin on honey bees and the resulting effect on mites feeding on them, a research sample is a group of honey bees (Apis mellifera) or a group of mites (Varroa destructor). Given the replicated design, based on a large number of individuals per experimental group per replicate, the samples should represent any bee or mite exposed to a given treatment."
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Please, replace the sentence in this box with the following sentence.

"Sample size (i.e. number of individual bees/mite used in a single replicate) was roughly pre-determined based on previous experience (see refs. 4, 12, 20); in general, the biggest possible sample size was used in each replicate and at least three replicates of each experiment were carried out on different dates."
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Please, replace the sentence in this box with the following sentence.

"Experiments on mite reproduction were carried out in Udine during the Summer 2016 and 2017. Experiments on the effect of insecticide treatment on melanization and encapsulation were carried out in Napoli in 2016. Gene expression studies were carried out in Summer 2019. Experimental work lasted as long as the planned number of replicates was reached."
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Please, replace the sentence in this box with the following sentence.

"All the experiments were replicated three times; see Materials and Methods for more details."






