
Supplementary File 1 – additional information on HPV primary screening in England 

 

Figure 1 – flow chart of HPV primary screening in the English HPV primary screening pilot sites 

 

Figure from https://phescreening.blog.gov.uk/2017/06/14/what-gps-need-to-know-about-the-introduction-of-
primary-hpv-testing-in-cervical-screening/  

 

Additional information 

Cervical screening in England is organised as a national call-recall programme and is free at the point of use. From 
the age of 24.5 years, women are invited for screening by letter every three years until age 49 years and every five 
years from age 49-64 years. The invitation is sent in the post and includes a leaflet with further information on 
cervical cancer, HPV and the screening procedure 
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/871893/Cervic
al_screening_helping_you_decide.pdf).  

Screening is usually carried out by a nurse at a woman’s general practice (GP) surgery but may sometimes be 
delivered at a sexual health or well-woman clinic. Women receive their screening results by post and if they are 
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referred for colposcopy, they also receive a colposcopy leaflet 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cervical-screening-colposcopy/cervical-screening-having-a-
colposcopy).  

As HPV primary screening was first piloted in certain areas and then rolled out gradually across England over the 
course of a year, there was no public health campaign to launch HPV primary screening.  

The current study took place in the context of the HPV primary screening pilot, where women were sent the 
following information about HPV testing with their invitation.
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