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Timeline of the development of reporting guidelines: 

   

Q: quarter. 

  

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

1 Methodological review of the literature 8 ● ●
2 Development of an electronic database for methodological studies 8 ● ●
3 Consensus study and development of a reporting guideline 6 ● ● ● ●
4 Knowledge translation activities ⎼ ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

OBJECTIVES & STEPS
DURATION 

(MONTHS)

YEAR 1 (2021) YEAR 2 (2022)
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Sample search strategy for MEDLINE: 

Concept: names of methodological studies 
 

1 (meta-epidemiolog* OR metaepidemiolog* OR meta-research OR methodolog* analysis OR 

methodolog* evidence OR methodolog* investigation OR methodolog* literature OR 

methodolog* overview OR methodolog* report* OR methodolog* review OR methodolog* 

survey OR methodolog* synthesis OR method* overview OR systematic database review OR 

systematic literature survey OR systematic survey).mp. 

2 (methodolog* study OR method* review OR method* survey) 

Concept: topics in methodological research (i.e. analysis, design and reporting) 

3 exp Data Collection/ 

4 exp Data Interpretation, Statistical/ 

5 exp Epidemiologic Research Design/ 

6 exp Nursing Methodology Research/ 

7 exp Reproducibility of Results/ 

8 exp Research Design/ 

9 3 OR 4 OR 5 OR 6 OR 7 OR 8 

10 2 AND 9 

Concept: methodological studies that are called ‘systematic reviews’ 

11 systematic review.mp. 

12 Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews.jn 

13 11 NOT 12 

14 *Data Collection/ 

15 *Data Interpretation, Statistical/ 

16 *Epidemiologic Research Design/ 

17 *Nursing Methodology Research/ 

18 *Reproducibility of Results/ 

19 *Research Design/ 

20 14 OR 15 OR 16 OR 17 OR 18 OR 19 

21 13 AND 20 

22 1 OR 10 OR 21 

 

BMJ Publishing Group Limited (BMJ) disclaims all liability and responsibility arising from any reliance
Supplemental material placed on this supplemental material which has been supplied by the author(s) BMJ Open

 doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2020-040478:e040478. 10 2020;BMJ Open, et al. Lawson DO


