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Supplemental Table 3. Summary of quality assessments of screened guidelines 

    Overall quality   Recommendation 

Final 

inclusion 
Title Year 

Mean K-

AGREEII 

score  

Number of 

reviewers 
 

Mean K-

AGREEII 

score  

Number of 

reviewers 

        

1) What are the indications for PTNB for lung lesions?  

Guideline on Management of Solitary Pulmonary Nodule (1) 2014 42 4  29 4 No 

BTS guideline on the investigation and management of pulmonary nodules (2) 2015 85 11  96 4 Yes 

SEOM clinical guidelines for the treatment of NSCLC (3) 2015 25 4  4 4 No 

Evaluation of Individuals With Pulmonary Nodules: When Is It Lung Cancer? 

Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based 

Clinical Practice Guidelines (4) 

2013 83 8  79 4 Yes 

Australian recommendations for EGFR T790M testing in advanced NSCLC (5) 2017 29 8  21 4 No 

Guidelines for management of incidental pulmonary nodules detected on CT 

images From the Fleischner Society 2017 (6) 
2017 54 4  79 4 Yes 

Establishing the Diagnosis of Lung Cancer, Diagnosis and Management of Lung 

Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (7) 
2013 80 11  79 4 Yes 

BTS guidelines for radiologically guided lung biopsy (8) 2003 63 14  79 4 Yes 

Special Treatment Issues in Non-small Cell Lung Cancer: Diagnosis and 

Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based Clinical Practice 

Guidelines (9) 

2013 71 4  54 4 Yes 

Executive Summary: Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP 

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (10) 
2013 52 14  71 4 Yes 

Small Cell and Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer: Diagnosis, Treatment and Follow-up 

(KCE)(11) 
2013 47 11  79 4 No 

Lung cancer: diagnosis and management, CG121 (NICE)(12) 2011 67 11  79 4 Yes 

Management of lung cancer: A national clinical guideline (SIGN)(13) 2014 83 8  79 4 Yes 
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Guideline Recommendations for EGFR Mutation Testing in Lung Cancer (14) 2013 29 4  29 4 No 

Evidence-based best practices for EGFR T790M testing in lung cancer in Canada 

(15) 
2018 29 4  21 4 No 

Molecular Testing Guideline for the Selection of Patients With Lung Cancer for 

Treatment With Targeted Tyrosine Kinase Inhibitors (16) 
2018 75 4  46 4 No 

Metastatic non-small-cell lung cancer, consensus on pathology and molecular tests, 

first-line, second-line, and third-line therapy, 1st ESMO Consensus Conference in 

Lung Cancer (17) 

2011 50 4  46 4 No 

Small-cell lung cancer (SCLC), ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines for diagnosis, 

treatment and follow-up (18) 
2013 46 4  29 4 No 

2nd ESMO Consensus Conference on Lung Cancer, non-small-cell lung cancer 

first-line,second and further lines of treatment in advanced disease (19) 
2014 54 4  46 4 No 

2nd ESMO consensus conference on lung cancer, pathology and molecular 

biomarkers for non-small-cell lung cancer (20) 
2014 46 8  46 4 No 

2nd ESMO Consensus Guidelines, Early stage non-small cell lung cancer 

consensus on diagnosis, treatment and follow-up (21) 
2014 50 4  42 4 No 

Early-Stage and Locally Advanced (non-metastatic) Non-Small-Cell Lung Cancer, 

ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines (22) 
2017 46 8  54 4 No 

Metastatic non-small cell lung cancer: ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines for 

diagnosis, treatment and follow-up (23) 
2018 50 8  63 4 Yes 

Invasive Staging: the guidelines (24) 2003 58 8  79 4 Yes 

ACR Appropriateness Criteria®  Radiologic Management of Thoracic Nodules and 

Masses (25) 
2012 45 11  71 4 No 

2) What is the appropriate laboratory and imaging evaluation for patients before PTNB?  

Executive Summary: Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP 

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines 
2013 52 14  0 3 No 

Lung cancer: diagnosis and management, CG121 (NICE)(12) 2011 67 11  11 3 No 

Small Cell and Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer: Diagnosis, Treatment and Follow-up 

(KCE)(11) 
2013 47 11  0 3 No 

BTS guidelines for radiologically guided lung biopsy (8) 2003 63 3   100 3 Yes 

3) What are the appropriate techniques for PTNB of lung lesions? 

Diagnosis of Lung Cancer: the guidelines (26) 2003 54 4  42 4 No 
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Establishing the Diagnosis of Lung Cancer, Diagnosis and Management of Lung 

Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (7) 
2013 80 11  75 4 Yes 

Invasive Staging: the guidelines (24) 2003 58 8  46 4 No 

Lung cancer: diagnosis and management, CG121 (NICE)(12) 2011 67 11  88 4 Yes 

Small Cell and Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer: Diagnosis, Treatment and Follow-up 

(KCE)(11) 
2013 47 11  25 4 No 

BTS guidelines for radiologically guided lung biopsy (8) 2003 63 14  67 4 Yes 

Management of lung cancer: A national clinical guideline (SIGN)(13) 2014 83 8  58 4 Yes 

Executive Summary Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP 

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (10) 
2013 52 14  63 4 Yes 

BTS guidelines for the investigation and management of pulmonary nodules (2) 2015 85 11  79 4 Yes 

Early and locally advanced NSCLC: ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines for 

diagnosis, treatment and follow-up (22) 
2017 46 8  25 4 No 

Metastatic non-small cell lung cancer: ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines for 

diagnosis, treatment and follow-up (23) 
2018 50 8  38 4 No 

Second ESMO consensus conference on lung cancer: pathology and molecular 

biomarkers for non-small-cell lung cancer (20) 
2014 46 8  29 4 No 

Evaluation of Individuals With Pulmonary Nodules: When Is It Lung Cancer? 

Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based 

Clinical Practice Guidelines (4) 

2013 83 8  75 4 Yes 

ACR Appropriateness Criteria®  Radiologic Management of Thoracic Nodules and 

Masses (25) 
2012 45 11  58 4 No 

Australian recommendations for EGFR T790M testing in advanced NSCLC (5) 2017 29 8   25 4 No 

4) What is the appropriate management of acute PTNB-related complications?  

BTS guidelines for radiologically guided lung biopsy (8) 2003 63 14  67 3 Yes 

ACR Appropriateness Criteria® Radiologic Management of Thoracic Nodules and 

Masses (25) 
2012 45 11  22 3 No 

Executive Summary Diagnosis and Management of Lung Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP 

Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (10) 
2013 52 14  56 3 Yes 

Establishing the Diagnosis of Lung Cancer, Diagnosis and Management of Lung 

Cancer, 3rd ed: ACCP Evidence-Based Clinical Practice Guidelines (7) 
2013 80 11  72 3 Yes 

BTS guidelines for the investigation and management of pulmonary nodules (2) 2015 85 11  78 3 Yes 
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Management of Spontaneous Pneumothorax and Postinterventional Pneumothorax 

German S3-guideline (27) 
2018 39 3   61 3 No 

Abbreviation: ACCP=American College of Chest Physicians; ACR=American College of Radiology; BTS=British Thoracic Society; ESMO= 

European Society for Medical Oncology; KCE= Belgian Health Care Knowledge Centre; NICE=National Institute for Health and Clinical 

Excellence; NSCLC=Non-small cell lung cancer; SEOM=Sociedad Española de Oncología Médica; SIGN=Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines 

Network. The number in the parenthesis indicates the number of reference in this supplemental document.  
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