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Assessed 4616 records Assessed 4114 records Assessed 3283 records Assessed 4786 records
Excluded 1515 records* Excluded 1359 records* Excluded 1349 records* Excluded 1503 records*
(1467 caesarean sections, 95 (1330 caesaraen sections, 75 1 (1309 caesarean sections, 69 1 (1453 caesarean sections, 83
multiple births, 30 stillbirths) multiple births, 11 stillbirths) multiple births, 11 stillbirths) multiple births, 17 stillbirths)
Included 3101 records Included 2755 records Included 1934 records Included 3283 records
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Assessed 4375 records Assessed 3669 records Assessed 3154 records Assessed 4812 records
Excluded 1288 records* Excluded 1023 records* Excluded 1131 records* Excluded 1501 records*
— (1249 caesarean sections, 62 1 (997 caesarean sections, 50 1 (1104 caesarean sections, 49 1 (1451 caesarean sections, 70
multiple births, 24 stillbirths) multiple births, 9 stillbirths) multiple births, 8 stillbirths) multiple births, 25 stillbirths)
Included 3087 records Included 2646 records Included 2023 records Included 3311 records
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Assessed 4435 records Assessed 3940 records Assessed 3283 records Assessed 4662 records
Excluded 1317 records* Excluded 1106 records* Excluded 1247 records* Excluded 1490 records*
(1267 caesarean sections, 82 1 (1073 caesarean sections, 49 1 (1218 caesarean sections, 60 1 (1451 caesarean sections, 80
multiple births, 34 stillbirths) multiple births, 13 stillbirths) multiple births, 11 stillbirths) multiple births, 17 stillbirths)
Included 3118 records Included 2834 records Included 2136 records Included 3172 records
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Assessed 4623 records Assessed 4010 records Assessed 3586 records Assessed 4846 records
Excluded 1288 records* Excluded 1147 records* Excluded 1261 records* Excluded 1539 records*
— (1255 caesarean sections, 84 — (1111 caesarean sections, 47 — (1233 caesarean sections, 50 — (1503 caesarean sections, 73
multiple births, 25 stillbirths) multiple births, 19 stillbirths) multiple births, 8 stillbirths) multiple births, 12 stillbirths)
\hduded 3324 records Included 2863 records : Included 2325 records Included 3307 records
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Assessed 4435 records Assessed 3862 records Assessed 3266 records Assessed 4842 records
Excluded 1288 records* Excluded 1179 records* Excluded 1296 records* Excluded 1603 records*
— (1368 caesarean sections, 74 1 (1149 caesarean sections, 66 1 (1232 caesarean sections, 57 (1570 caesarean sections, 71
multiple births, 33 stillbirths) multiple births, 14 stillbirths) multiple births, 7 stillbirths) multiple births, 10 stillbirths)
khduded 3022 records Included 2683 records : Included 2011 records Included 3239 records
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Assessed 4233 records Assessed 3613 records Assessed 3378 records Assessed 4514 records
Excluded 1288 records* Excluded 1122 records* Excluded 1356 records* Excluded 1356 records*
— (1329 caesarean sections, 77 —— (1081 caesarean sections, 71 “— (1305 caesarean sections, 46 (1507 caesarean sections, 79
multiple births, 36 stillbirths) multiple births, 17 stillbirths) multiple births, 5 stillbirths) multiple births, 18 stillbirths)
\hduded 2860 records Included 2491 records Included 2056 records Included 2964 records
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Region in control period
Region in transition period
Region in intervention period

* Records may fail multiple inclusion criteria (e.g. multiple births delivered by caesarean section), therefore
the total number of records excluded is less than sum of records excluded for each criteria

Figure S1. Consort flow diagram.



