
S1 Table. Estimates of absolute benefits and risks of screening presented within the scenarios 
 

 Biennial FIT Sigmoidoscopy Colonoscopy 

15-year risk of developing 
CRC 

1% 3% 5% 1% 3% 5% 1% 3% 5% 

CRC without screening 
 

10 30 50 10 30 50 10 30 50 

CRC with screening 
 

9 29 48 7 22 36 7 20 33 

Reduction in CRC with 
screening 

1 1 2 3 8 14 3 10 17 

Deaths from CRC without 
screening 

3 9 16 3 9 16 3 9 16 

Deaths from CRC after 
screening 

2 5 8 1 5 8 1 4 6 

Reduction in deaths from 
CRC with screening 

1 4 8 2 4 8 2 5 10 

Number needing 
colonoscopy 

160 246 328 82 237 382 1000 1000 1000 

Additional colonoscopies 
 

39 121 209 36 103 195 42 124 226 

Complications* 
 

1 3 5 1 3 6 1 5 8 

* Requiring a visit to the emergency department or hospitalisation 
 

 


