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Appendix I: Search Strategy 
 

The complete protocol is previously published[1] and is hosted on PROSPERO (ID: 
CRD42017078398).[2] 

 
Ovid MEDLINE(R) ALL 
Strategy:  
 

1. apixaban.mp.  
2. edoxaban.mp.  

3. Dabigatran.mp.  
4. Rivaroxaban.mp.  

5. (doac* or noac*).tw,kw.  
6. ((direct oral or novel) adj3 (anticoagul* or anti coagulat*)).tw.  

7. exp Factor Xa Inhibitors/  
8. Factor Xa Inhibit*.mp.  

9. Antithrombins/ or thrombin inhibit*.mp.  
10. or/1-9  

11. "intracranial embolism and thrombosis"/ or intracranial thrombosis/ or exp sinus thrombosis, 
intracranial/  

12. cvt.tw,kw.  
13. (cerebral veins/ or exp cranial sinuses/) and (thrombosis/ or venous thrombosis/)  

14. ((sinus* or sinovenous or cerebral or cavernous or sagittal venous or sagittal vein* or 
cerebrovenous or cerebro-venous or sigmoid) and thrombo*).tw,kw.  

15. intracran* thrombo*.kw. or (intracran* adj3 thrombo*).tw.  
16. 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15  

17. 10 and 16 
 

 
Database: Embase Classic+Embase 
Strategy:  
 

1. apixaban.mp.  
2. edoxaban.mp.  

3. Dabigatran.mp.  
4. Rivaroxaban.mp.  

5. (doac* or noac*).tw.  
6. ((direct oral or novel) adj3 (anticoagul* or anti coagulat*)).tw.  

7. exp *Factor Xa Inhibitors/   
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14. cvt.tw.  
15. or/11-14  

16. 10 and 15 
 

 
Database: EBM Reviews - Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials  
Search Strategy:  
 
1. apixaban.mp.  
2. edoxaban.mp.  

3. Dabigatran.mp.  
4. Rivaroxaban.mp.  

5. (doac* or noac*).tw,kw.  
6. ((direct oral or novel) adj3 (anticoagul* or anti coagulat*)).tw.  

7. exp Factor Xa Inhibitors/  
8. Factor Xa Inhibit*.mp.  

9. Antithrombins/ or thrombin inhibit*.mp.  
10. or/1-9  

11. "intracranial embolism and thrombosis"/ or intracranial thrombosis/ or exp sinus thrombosis, 
intracranial/  

12. cvt.tw,kw.  
13. (cerebral veins/ or exp cranial sinuses/) and (thrombosis/ or venous thrombosis/)  

14. ((sinus* or sinovenous or cerebral or cavernous or sagittal venous or sagittal vein* or 
cerebrovenous or cerebro-venous or sigmoid) and thrombo*).tw,kw.  

15. intracran* thrombo*.kw. or (intracran* adj3 thrombo*).tw.  
16. 11 or 12 or 13 or 14 or 15  

17. 10 and 16 
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