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Reviewer Comments to Author: 

Solid summary article for a great piece of infrastructure.  Just a few nits: 

Background: The reported timing of HTSlib's creation is inconsistent: the end of the second paragraph 

refers to the 2013 addition of CRAM to HTSlib (and later, the first Discussion sentence, regarding 100-

fold reduction in sequencing costs, refers to a 2008-09 starting point), but the fourth paragraph refers to 

the library's creation in 2014.  The text should be edited to more clearly distinguish the proto-HTSlib 

component of SAMtools from the dedicated 2014- library. 

Figures 2, 4, and S9 are bar charts with log-scale y-axes; this is not a great combination, since bar charts 

encourage comparison of bar areas. 
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