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Appendix C
COVID-19 Knowledge Test

Conspiracy statement evaluations (pp. 1-2)

Participants were asked:” What is your current view on the following
statements about the coronavirus? (Try to answer promptly based on your

first instinct)”.
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e bars indicate only one participant gave this answer.
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The coronavirus was released by the Chinese government to prevent overpopulation.
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The coronavirus was created in a lab so the pharmaceutical industry can sell vaccines.
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The coronavirus was sent by God to punish humanity.
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Gathering, Processing, and Interpreting Information About COVID-19 (Boot et al.)

The coronavirus has been released by environmental activists to reduce CO2 emissions.

Hi-NCC, Hi-NC 1
Hi-NCC, Lo-NC -
Lo-NCC, Hi-NC 1

Lo-NCC, Lo-NC 1

-
w

The coronavirus was created by the US government to destabilize China.
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The coronavirus was deliberately created and spread by the US to sell vaccines.
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The coronavirus was stolen from a Canadian virus research lab in China.
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Gathering, Processing, and Interpreting Information About COVID-19 (Boot et al.)

The coronavirus was not created by humans.*
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Note. This statement contains a negation; color codes are reversed:

true” in blue

‘this is not true’ in red and ‘this is

first instinct)”.

True statement evaluations (pp. 3-7)

Participants were asked:” What is your current view on the following
statements about the coronavirus? (Try to answer promptly based on your

Values in the bars represent percentages of groups (Group sizes: nHi-Nce,
Hi-NG = 61; NHiNce, Lo-Nc = 61; NLo-Nce, Hi-NG = 78; NLo-Nce, Lo-Ne = 52). * The
asterisks in the bars indicate only one participant gave this answer.
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"l don't know"

"I think this is not true"

The first known case of the coronavirus was in Wuhan, China.
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The coronavirus is primarily spread through coughing and sneezing.
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"l am sure this is not true"
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The coronavirus is especially deadly for older adults.
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Fever is a potential symptom of the coronavirus.
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The coronavirus can be spread by people who don’t show the symptoms.
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The coronavirus comes from animals.
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There is no treatment yet for the coronavirus.
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Gathering, Processing, and Interpreting Information About COVID-19 (Boot et al.)

It might take 14 days after exposure to the coronavirus before you show symptoms.
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Social distancing helps slow down the spread of the coronavirus.
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False statement evaluations (pp. 6-8)

Participants were asked:” What is your current view on the following
statements about the coronavirus? (Try to answer promptly based on your

first instinct)”.

Values in the bars represent percentages of groups (Group sizes: nHi-Nce,
Hi-NG = 61; NHiNce, Lo-Nc = 61; NLo-Nce, Hi-NG = 78; NLo-NGe, Lo-Ne = 52). * The
asterisks in the bars indicate only one participant gave this answer.
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The coronavirus is less deadly than the common flu.
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The coronavirus can be spread via food contamination.
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Face masks can protect you against the coronavirus.
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Flu vaccine protects you against the coronavirus.
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The coronavirus primarily affects the heart.
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Nausea is a potential symptom of the coronavirus.
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The coronavirus cannot be spread via little children of primary school age.
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The coronavirus is a variant of the common flu.
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Pets can become affected by the coronavirus.
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