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Table S2. Death Model Comparison

Final Day of Training Data Random Forest AR-1
August 31, 2020 7.27 7.58

September 30, 2020 8.31 7.22
October 31, 2020 11.4 12.35
November 30, 2020 18.19 21.06

The median state mean absolute error (MAE) for the random forest death model and a
state-specific AR-1 model over the 21 days subsequent to the last day of the training
data. The random forest death model performed better on 3 of the 4 evaluation periods.
The greater MAE for later months is likely a result of the number of deaths increasing
substantially over the course of the pandemic.
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