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1
COMPOUNDS FOR INHIBITING AGC
KINASE AND PHARMACEUTICAL
COMPOSITIONS COMPRISING THE SAME

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 62/610,446, filed on Dec. 26, 2017, the
entirety of which is incorporated by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to a compound for inhibiting AGC
kinase or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, and a
pharmaceutical composition comprising the same.

BACKGROUND

AGC kinase has become an attractive target for the
treatment of many diseases such as hypertension, stroke,
cancer and glaucoma.

Therefore, development of novel AGC kinase inhibitors
with improved inhibitory activity is desired.

SUMMARY
In accordance with one embodiment of the disclosure, a

compound of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable
salt thereof is provided.

@

/Y
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/X
Ry
Ar X
~..~ N
NH /N R,
R

In formula (I), Ar is indazole, 5-isoquinoline, 6-isoqui-
noline, or their N-oxide, X is —C(—Z)—, wherein Z is
N—CN, NH, NR,, NCOR,, NCONR_R;, NCO-aryl, S, or
O, Y and T are independently H, C,-C; alkyl, C;-C, aryl,
C,-C¢ aminoalkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-
aryl, —COOH, —COOR,, —CONHR,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen, C, -C, halogened
alkyl, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —O-alkyl-ONO,,
—OCOOR,, —O(C—0)-aryl, —CHR,OH, —CH,OH,
—CH,O0(C=0)-aryl, —CH,0(C—0)—R,, —CHR,O
(C=0)-aryl, —CHR,O(C—0)—R,, unsaturated carbox-
ylic ester, C,-C,, alkynyl, substituted C,-C,, alkynyl,
—NHSO,R,, —SR,, —SO,R,, —SO,NHR,, or
—SO,NR_R;, or Y and J bond together to form a carbocylic
or aromatic ring, wherein R, and Rs are independently H,
C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cg aryl, substituted C,-Cg alkyl, substituted
Cs-Cq aryl, Cs-C,, cycloalkyl, C,-C,, alkylaryl, -alkyl-
NR¢R,, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —S(O),_,-(alkyl-
NRR,), wherein R and R, are independently H, alkyl, aryl
or bond together with nitrogen atom to form a heterocyclic
ring, and R, R, and R; are H, C,-C; alkyl, cycloalkyl, aryl,
alkylaryl, alkylheteroaryl, alkylheterocycle, wherein any
one thereof is optionally substituted with one or more of OH,
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2
ONO,, or NRgzR,, wherein Ry and R, are independently H,
C,-Cq alkyl, C4-Cy aryl or bond together with nitrogen atom
to form a heterocyclic ring.

In accordance with one embodiment of the disclosure, a
pharmaceutical composition is provided. The pharmaceuti-
cal composition comprises an effective amount of the com-
pound of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt
thereof, and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier.

A detailed description is given in the following embodi-
ments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is of the best-contemplated
mode of carrying out the disclosure. This description is
made for the purpose of illustrating the general principles of
the disclosure and should not be taken in a limiting sense.
The scope of the disclosure is best determined by reference
to the appended claims.

In the disclosure, molecular docking and three-dimen-
sional quantitative structure-activity relationship are per-
formed to design a new series of selective AGC inhibitors.

In the disclosure, a new series of selective AGC inhibitors
based on, for example, pyridine, indazole or isoquinoline
derivatives, is developed. An object of the present disclosure
is to provide a preventing or treating agent for ophthalmic
disorders. These compounds contain structural feature ren-
der them suitable for use in topical formulations. The
structures described herein provide new compounds with
therapeutically utility.

In accordance with one embodiment of the disclosure, a
compound of formula (I) or a pharmaceutically acceptable
salt thereof is provided.

@
Y
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In formula (I), Ar is indazole, 5-isoquinoline, 6-isoqui-
noline, or their N-oxide, X is —C(—Z)—, wherein Z is
N—CN, NH, NR,, NCOR,, NCONR R, NCO-aryl, S, or
O, Y and J are independently H, C,-C alkyl, C4-Cy aryl,
C,-C¢ aminoalkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-
aryl, —COOH, —COOR,, —CONHR,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen, C,-C4 halogened
alkyl, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —O-alkyl-ONO,,
—OCOOR,, —O(C—0)-aryl, —CHR,OH, —CH,OH,
—CH,O0(C=0)-aryl, —CH,0(C—0)—R,, —CHR,O
(C=0)-aryl, —CHR,O(C—0)—R,, unsaturated carbox-
ylic ester, C,-C,, alkynyl, substituted C,-C,, alkynyl,
—NHSO,R,, —SR,, —SO,R,, —SO,NHR,, or
—SO,NR R, or Y and J bond together to form a carbocylic
or aromatic ring, wherein R, and Ry are independently H,
C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cg aryl, substituted C,-Cg alkyl, substituted
Cs-Cq aryl, C-C,, cycloalkyl, C,-C,, alkylaryl, -alkyl-
NR¢R,, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —S(O),,-(alkyl-
NR¢R,), wherein R, and R, are independently H, alkyl, aryl
or bond together with nitrogen atom to form a heterocyclic
ring, and R, R, and R; are H, C,-C; alkyl, cycloalkyl, aryl,
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alkylaryl, alkylheteroaryl, alkylheterocycle, wherein any
one thereof is optionally substituted with one or more of OH,
ONO,, or NRgzR,, wherein Ry and R, are independently H,
C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl or bond together with nitrogen atom
to form a heterocyclic ring.

In some embodiments, the pharmaceutically acceptable
salt of the compound may comprise a salt form of such as
HCl, CH;SO,H, tartaric acid, maleic acid, fumaric acid,
malic acid, lactic acid or p-TSA.

In some embodiments, R;, R, and R; may be —(CH,)
WNR oR;; or —(CH,), OH, wherein R,, and R, are inde-
pendently H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cq aryl or bond together with
nitrogen atom to form a C5-C, , heterocyclic ring, and n is an
integer from 1 to 6.

In some embodiments, Ry and Ry may be bond together
with nitrogen atom to form a C;-C,, heterocyclic ring.

In some embodiments, R, and R, may be independently
H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cq aryl or bond together with nitrogen
atom to form a C,5-C,, heterocyclic ring.

In some embodiments, the compound may be

Rz,

//|

Rpz

|
N. _N
N
N S
| T
N AN

wherein R, ; is H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, C,-C4 amino-
alkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-aryl,
—COOH, —COOR,,, —CONHR,,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR, ,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen, C,-C; halo-
gened alkyl, -alkyl-OR,,, —O-alkyl-OR,,, -alkyl-ONO,,

O-alkyl-ONO,, —OCOOR,,, —O(C—0)-aryl,
—CHR,,OH, —CH,OH, —CH,0(C—0)-aryl, —CH,0
(C—0)—R,, —CHR,,, —O(C—O)-aryl, —CHR,O

(C=0)—R,,, wherein R, is H, C,-C, alkyl, C4-C, aryl,
Cs-C,, cycloalkyl, C4-C,, alkylaryl, and R |, is —H, C,-Cq
alkyl, —(CH,),NR R, s or —(CH,),OH, wherein R, and
R, are independently H, C,-Cq alkyl, C4-Cg aryl or bond
together with nitrogen atom to form a Cs-C,,, heterocyclic
ring, and Z, is N—CN, NH, NR , ,, NCOR | ,, NCONR | ;R 4,
NCO-aryl, S, or O, wherein R, and R, are independently
H, C,-C; alkyl, C,-C, aryl, substituted C,-C, alkyl, substi-
tuted C4-Cy aryl, Cs5-C,, cycloalkyl, or C,-C,, alkylaryl.
In some embodiments, the compound may be

Roo,

Y
i
NS
oYY
N

wherein R,, is H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, C,-C4 amino-
alkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-aryl,
—COOH, —COOR,,, —CONHR,,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR,,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,,, halogen, C,-C; halo-
gened alkyl, -alkyl-OR,,, —O-alkyl-OR,,, -alkyl-ONO,,
0-alkyl-ONO,, —OCOOR,,, —O(C=0)-aryl,
—CHR,,0H, —CH,0OH, —CH,0O(C—0)-aryl, —CH,O
(C=0)—R,, —CHR,,0(C—0)-aryl, or —CHR,O
(C=0)—R,,, wherein R,, is H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-C; aryl,
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4
Cs-C,, cycloalkyl, C4-C,, alkylaryl, and R |4 is —H, C,-Cg
alkyl, —(CH,),NR,,R,; or —(CH,),OH, wherein R,, and
R,; are independently H, C,-Cq alkyl, C4-Cg aryl or bond
together with nitrogen atom to form a C;-C,, heterocyclic
ring, and Z, is N—CN, NH, NR,_, NCOR,,, NCONR,,R 5,
NCO-aryl, S, or O, wherein R,, and R, are independently
H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, substituted C,-C, alkyl, substi-
tuted C4-Cy aryl, Cs5-C, , cycloalkyl, or C,-C,, alkylaryl.
In some embodiments, the compound may be

~y
H cl,
% N\/O/
AN
| he
N / o]
~y
H .
AN
| he
N / o]
~y
AN OCH;,
| he
N / o]
OH
X OCH,,
| he
N / o]
OH OCH;
N O,
X
AN
| he
N / o]
iR ’
AN .
| T
N / o] \OH
N~y
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| he
N / o]
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-continued
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In some embodiments, the compound may comprise

. b@

HCl

@5?@
Q)
o

\

oY
O@f?

w

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6
-continued
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In some embodiments, the compound may comprise a
prodrug, an optical isomer or a racemic mixture thereof.

In some embodiments, the compound may serve as, for
example, an AGC kinase inhibitor.

In accordance with one embodiment of the disclosure, a
pharmaceutical composition is provided. The pharmaceuti-
cal composition comprises an effective amount of a com-
pound or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, and a
pharmaceutically acceptable carrier.

The compound contained in the pharmaceutical compo-
sition may be represented by formula (I).
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In formula (I), Ar is indazole, 5-isoquinoline, 6-isoqui-
noline, or their N-oxide, X is —C(—Z)—, wherein Z is
N—CN, NH, NR,, NCOR,, NCONR_R;, NCO-aryl, S, or
O, Y and T are independently H, C,-C; alkyl, C;-C, aryl,
C,-C¢ aminoalkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-
aryl, —COOH, —COOR,,—CONHR,,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen, C, -C, halogened
alkyl, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —O-alkyl-ONO,,
—OCOOR,, —O(C—0)-aryl, —CHR,OH, —CH,OH,
—CH,O0(C=0)-aryl, —CH,0(C—0)—R,, —CHR,O
(C=0)-aryl, —CHR,O(C—0)—R,, unsaturated carbox-
ylic ester, C,-C,, alkynyl, substituted C,-C,, alkynyl,
—NHSO,R,, —SR,, —SO,R,, —SO,NHR,, or
—SO,NR R, or Y and ] bond together to form a carbocylic
or aromatic ring, wherein R, and Rs are independently H,
C,-Cq alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, substituted C,-C, alkyl, substituted
Cs-Cy aryl, C5-C,, cycloalkyl, C,-C,, alkylaryl, -alkyl-
NR(R,, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,, —S(O), ,-(alkyl-
NR¢R,), wherein R, and R, are independently H, alkyl, aryl
or bond together with nitrogen atom to form a heterocyclic
ring, and R, R, and R; are H, C,-C; alkyl, cycloalkyl, aryl,
alkylaryl, alkylheteroaryl, alkylheterocycle, wherein any
one thereof is optionally substituted with one or more of OH,
ONO,, or NR¢R,, wherein R, and R, are independently H,
C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl or bond together with nitrogen atom
to form a heterocyclic ring.

In some embodiments, the pharmaceutically acceptable
carrier may comprise 6-aminoisoquinoline or 5-aminoiso-
quinoline, or their N-oxide.

In some embodiments, the pharmaceutical composition
may be an eye drop formulation.

The compound of formula (I) may be synthesized by
scheme I depicted as follows.

Scheme I
a b,e
AHH, —= % Ar—N=C=§ —»
c.e
S R3 S
Jo Jo
Ar—N N Aty Ar—N N Ary
H H H |
R;
NCN
P
—_—
AamE, 4, .y o
H

—
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-continued
NCN
NCN  R; JI\
)\ Ar—N N/\Arl
Ar—N N Aty H |
H H
R
a: TCDI

b: primary amine
¢: secondary amine

d: diphenyl N-cyanocarbonimidate
e: CF3COOH or HCI1
The intermediate compounds of formula (II) may be
synthesized by scheme IIB depicted as follows.
Scheme II
(A) primary amine:
CN
a b
Ar—CHO —— NH Ar, —_—
/
R
NH, NHBoc
—_— —_—
NH Aty NH Aty R = benzyl
/ /
R R
R = alkyl amine
LNHBOC
NH2 At
a: benzylamine or alkyl amine/KCN/HOAc¢
b: LiAIH,
c: (Boc)O/EtsN
d: PA(OHY,/H,
(B) secondary amine:
RN
[ : CHO  NaBH,
N ; N AN —_—
N7 N SR |
A
=13
™
R N
Pl
. \TM F
R
e}
R{TTTN NaBH,
| ,: N \ —_—
N\ X
H,N R,
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f\ x NBoc  NaBH;CN
Yr + ) MeOTl/
F NH, o " HOAc
n-0,12
J
f\ A
Y—I H
P N
NBoc
)ﬂ
Example 1: Preparation of 1-(2-aminoethyl)-1-(1-
(4-fluorophenyl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)urea
hydrochloride
O,
NH
N, A
NHBoc
F
—_—
HN
NHBoc
H F
N N
(6]
NH,

21.24 mg phenyl isoquinolin-6-ylcarbamate and 22.7 mg
tert-butyl 2-(1-(4-fluorophenyl)ethylamino)ethylcarbamate
in DMF were reacted at 110° C. for 1 hr. Water was added
to the mixture and extracted with EA. The EA layer was
thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,. After
the EA layer was concentrated, the reaction intermediate was
washed out by a column (EA/hexane=1:1). The reaction
intermediate was then added to 1.5 ml MeOH/0.5M HCl
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solution with stirring overnight. After the reaction was
completed, a portion of methanol was distilled off and
acetone was added with stirring for 10 minutes. After
filtration, 19 mg of the hydrochloride salt product was
obtained.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz CD30D): §1.71 (d, 3H), 2.14 (s, 2H),
2.84 (t, 2H), 3.45 (m, 1H), 3.54 (m, 1H), 5.62 (q, 1H), 7.16
(t, 2H), 7.47 (1, 2H), 8.22 (d, 2H), 8.39 (d, 2H), 8.56 (s, 1H),
9.50 (s, 1H).

Example 2: Preparation of 1-(2-aminoethyl)-1-(1-
(4-fluorophenyl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-5-yl)yurea HC1

The preparation method of Example 2 is similar to that
provided by Example 1. The distinction therebetween is that
the compound “isoquinolin-6-ylcarbamate” was replace by
the compound “phenyl isoquinolin-5-ylcarbamate phenyl”
to obtain the product “1-(2-aminoethyl)-1-(1-(4-fluorophe-
nyl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinoline-5-yl)urea”.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz CD30D): 81.74 (d, 3H), 2.87 (t, 2H),
3.45 (m, 1H), 3.56 (m, 1H), 5.60 (q, 1H), 7.22 (t, 2H), 7.57
(t, 2H), 8.05 (t, 1H), 8.18 (d, 2H), 8.34 (d, 1H), 8.40 (d, 1H),
8.58 (d, 1H), 9.79 (s, 1H).

Example 3: Preparation of 1-(3,4-difluorobenzyl)-1-
(2-(dimethylamino)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-5-yl)urea

18.7 mg phenyl isoquinolin-5-ylcarbamate and 15.2 mg
N-(3,4-difluorobenzyl)-N',N'-dimethylethane-1,2-diamine
in DMSO were reacted at 110° C. for 2 hr. Water was added
to the mixture and extracted with EA. The EA layer was
thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,. After
the EA layer was concentrated, the reaction intermediate was
washed out by a column (100% EA, EA/MeOH=1:1). After
purification, 19.6 mg of the product was obtained.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz CDCL,): § 2.42 (s, 6H), 2.65 (t, 2H),
3.49 (t, 2H), 4.59 (s, 2H), 7.10 (m, 2H), 7.15 (m, 1H), 7.57
(t, 1H), 7.68 (m, 2H), 7.91 (d, 1H), 8.48 (d, 1H), 9.21 (s, 1H),
10.30 (b, 1H).

Example 4: Preparation of 1-(2-(dimethylamino)
ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-5-y1)-1-((pyridin-4-yl)methyl)
urea

38.6 mg phenyl isoquinolin-5-ylcarbamate and 26.2 mg
N-((pyridin-4-yl)methyl)-N',N'-dimethylethylenediamine in
DMSO were reacted at 110° C. for 2 hr. Water was added to
the mixture and extracted with EA. The EA layer was
thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,. After
the EA layer was concentrated under reduced pressure, the
reaction intermediate was washed out by a column (100%
EA, EA/MeOH=1:1). The eluate was concentrated and then
recrystallized by EA/hexane (1:1) to give 9.6 mg of crys-
talline product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz CD,0D): 8 2.71 (s, 6H), 3.12 (t, 2H),
3.76 (t, 2H), 4.85 (s, 2H), 7.48 (d, 2H), 7.68 (t, 1H), 7.70 (d,
1H), 7.78 (d, 1H), 7.97 (d, 1H), 8.41 (d, 1H), 8.58 (d, 1H),
9.23 (s, 1H).
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Example 5: Preparation of 1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1-(2-
(dimethylamino)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-5-yl)thiourea

QO
\\ F
PN

S

11 mg 5-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline and equivalent N-(4-
fluorobenzyl)-N',N'-dimethyl-ethylenediamine in THF were
reacted at room temperature overnight. Water was added to
the mixture and extracted with EA. The EA layer was
thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,. After
purification by a silicone column (EFA/MeOH=10:1), 9.6 mg
of crystalline product was obtained.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'"H NMR (500 MHz CD,0D): § 2.30 (s, 6H), 2.65 (t, 2H),
3.83 (t, 2H), 5.22 (s, 2H), 7.16 (t, 2H), 7.49 (t, 2H), 7.67 (m,
3H), 8.01 (d, 1H), 8.39 (d, 1H), 9.24 (s, 1H).

Example 6: Preparation of 1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1-(2-
aminoethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea

= C\
| N N S X
N FA
NHBoc
H :
LY
NHBoc
H F
No X g
AN
| g
P S
NH,
H ;
N N\/©/
| AN
N = S

6.8 mg 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline and 24.2 mg tert-
butyl 2-(4-fluorobenzylamino)ethylcarbamate in 1.5 ml
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DMF were stirred at room temperature overnight. Water was
added to the mixture and extracted with EA. The EA layer
was thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,.
After the EA layer was concentrated under reduced pressure,
the reaction intermediate “tert-butyl 2-(1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-
3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thioureido)ethylcarbamate” containing
Boc was obtained. The reaction intermediate containing Boc
was added to 1.5 ml 6N HCl/1 ml MeOH with stirring at
room temperature overnight to obtain a solution containing
suspended solid. The solid was then filtered and washed with
acetone to give 16 mg of hydrochloride salt product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6):  3.14 (t, 2H), 4.04 (t, 2H),
517 (s, 2H), 7.22 (t, 2H), 7.37 (m, 2H), 8.11 (m, 4H), 8.26
(d, 1H), 8.34 (d, 1H), 8.53 (d, 1H) 9.62 (s, 1H), 10.22 (s,
1H).

Example 7: Preparation of 1-(4-chloro-3-fluoroben-
zyl)-1-(2-aminoethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea
hydrochloride

N N
Soh
= S
F
cl
N
\/\NHBoc

NHBoc

Sox
ICQ/NTN\/G:F

NH,
AN \ﬂ/ F

F S

Cl

ZiT

N
HCl

15.7 mg (84.3 mmole) 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline, 25.6
mg (84.5 mmole) tert-butyl-2-(4-chloro-3-fluorobenzy-
lamino)ethylcarbamate, and 5 ml acetone were added to a
reaction bottle at room temperature with stirring for 1 hour.
After removing acetone by vacuum, the residue was purified
by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1). The intermediate
product was added to 0.3 ml 6N HCl and reacted overnight.
The reaction liquid was drained under reduced pressure and
stirred with 3 ml acetone. The suspended solid was filtered
and washed with acetone, and then the solid was taken and
evaporated in vacuum to give 14.9 g (42%) of product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): 8 3.16 (t, 2H), 4.05 (t, 2H),
5.21 (s, 2H), 7.36 (b, 1H), 7.45 (t, 1H), 7.57 (d, 1H), 8.14 (b,
4H), 8.29 (d, 1H), 8.36 (d, 1H), 8.54 (d, 1H), 9.64 (s, 1H),
10.41 (s, 1H).
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Example 8: Preparation of 1-(3-chlorobenzyl)-1-(2-
aminoethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea hydrochlo-
ride

N
cCh
& S
cl
@\/§
\/\NHBoc

NHBoc
g H —
AN cl
| h
= S
NH,
| X c
N~ S

HCl

14.4 mg 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline, 22 mg tert-butyl-
2-(3-chlorobenzylamino)ethylcarbamate, and 3 ml acetone
were added to a reaction bottle at room temperature with
stirring for 1 hour. After removing acetone by vacuum, the
residue was purified by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1).
The intermediate product was added to 0.3 ml 6N HCI and
reacted overnight. 4 ml methanol was added and filtered.
The reaction liquid was drained under reduced pressure and
stirred with 3 ml acetone/methanol (10:1). The suspended
solid was filtered and washed with acetone, and then the
solid was taken and evaporated in vacuum to give 7.9 mg of
product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'HNMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): § 3.17 (t, 2H), 4.09 (t, 2H),
5.23 (s, 2H), 7.30 (d, 1H), 7.38 (m, 2H), 7.43 (m, 1H), 8.15
(b, 4H), 8.29 (d, 1H), 8.35 (d, 1H), 8.54 (d, 1H), 9.46 (s, 1H),
10.41 (s, 1H).

Example 9: Preparation of 1-(2-amino-1-(4-fluoro-
phenyl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)urea hydrochloride

H
F N O
F

NHBoc

NH,

w

30

35

40

45

50

55

65

16

-continued

F
N &
\ _—
Oij/\n/
N F O

NHBoc

N
AN
SO0t
N / O
HClL

47 mg phenyl isoquinolin-6-ylcarbamate and 47.7 mg
tert-butyl-2-amino-2-(4-fluorophenyl)ethylcarbamate in
DMEF were reacted at 110° C. for 1 hour. Water was added
to the reactant and extracted with EA. The EA layer was
thoroughly washed with water and dried by Na,SO,. After
the EA layer was concentrated, solid was precipitated by
EA/Hexane (1:1). The intermediate solid was added to 6N
HCI solution with stirring overnight. After the reaction was
completed, the mixture was evaporated to dry under reduced
pressure. A small amount of methanol was added, and the
mixture was stirred for 10 minutes with acetone, and filtered
to give 45.6 mg of hydrochloride salt product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz CD,0D): 8 3.29 (m, 1H), 3.35 (m, 1H),
517 (b, 1H), 7.12 (t, 2H), 7.46 (q, 2H), 7.90 (d, 1H), 8.12
(d, 1H), 8.30 (m, 4H), 8.42 (s, 1H), 9.38 (s, 1H).

NH,

Example 10: Preparation of 1-(2-amino-1-(3-
methoxyphenyl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea

hydrochloride
N S
~ v
4
N\
OCH;
NHBoc
—_—
NH,
OCH;
N —
| x \“/
N S
= NHBoc
OCH;
N
| AN \"/
N S
A NH,

HCl
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20 mg 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline, 33 mg tert-butyl-2-
amino-2-phenylethylcarbamate, and 5 ml THF were added
to a reaction bottle at room temperature with stirring over-
night. After removing THF by vacuum, the residue was
purified by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1). The interme-
diate product was added to 6N HCI and reacted overnight.
After the reaction liquid was concentrated under reduced
pressure, 1.5 ml acetone/methanol (10:1) was added. The
precipitate was filtered and washed with acetone, and then
the solid was taken and evaporated in vacuum to give 13 mg
of hydrochloride salt product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'"H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): 8 3.25 (m, 2H), 3.79 (s,
3H), 5.76 (dd, 1H), 6.90 (d, 1H), 7.03 (d, 1H), 7.08 (s, 1H),
7.31 (t, 1H), 8.09 (d, 1H), 8.19 (b, 3H), 8.25 (d, 1H), 8.37
(d, 1H), 8.49 (d, 1H), 8.76 (s, 1H), 9.59 (s, 1H), 9.72 (s, 1H),
11.4 (s, 1H), (d, 1H), 11.44 (s, 1H).

Example 11: Preparation of 1-(2-amino-1-(naphtha-
len-1-yl)ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea hydro-
chloride

N S

xF

NHBoc

NI,

\ T
I\(:@/ S

= NHBoc

N N
\ T
I\ED/ S
Z NH,
HCl

18.2 mg 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline, 28.1 mg tert-butyl-
2-amino-2-(naphthalen-1-yl)ethylcarbamate, and 5 ml THF
were added to a reaction bottle at room temperature with
stirring overnight. After removing THF by vacuum, the
residue was purified by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1).
The intermediate product was added to 6N HCl and reacted
overnight. After the reaction liquid was concentrated under
reduced pressure, 1.5 ml acetone/methanol (10:1) was
added. The precipitate was filtered and washed with acetone,
and then the solid was taken and evaporated in vacuum to
give 12 mg of product.
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Example 12: Preparation of 1-(2-amino-1-phenyl-
ethyl)-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)thiourea

N S
= \V/
N
N
NHBoc
—_—
NH,
5 —
| AN \”/
S
A NHBoc
N K
| N T
S
A NH,
HCl

26.63 mg 6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline, 33.8 mg tert-
butyl-2-amino-2-phenylethylcarbamate, and 5 ml THF were
added to a reaction bottle at room temperature with stirring
overnight. After removing THF by vacuum, the residue was
purified by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1). The interme-
diate product was added to 0.2 ml MeOH/0.5 ml HCI1 (3M
in ether) and reacted overnight. After filtering and washing
with acetone, the solid was taken and evaporated in vacuum
to give 32 mg of product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'"H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): § 3.25 (m, 2H), 5.79 (d,
d, 1H), 7.34 (t, 1H), 7.41 (t, 2H), 7.48 (d, 2H), 8.10 (d, 1H),
8.22 (b, 2H), 8.28 (d, 1H), 8.40 (d, 1H), 8.49 (d, 1H), 8.79
(s, 1H), 9.62 (s, 1H), 9.83 (d, 1H), 11.44 (s, 1H).

Example 13: Preparation of 1-(4-bromobenzyl)-1-
(2-aminoethyl)-2-cyano-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)guani-
dine hydrochloride

H
N 0)
A
SOANGE
s Nex

NHBoc

-
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-continued
NHBoc
% @ T
N N
F ~on

NH,

0
N N
AN
CQ/ \(
N A N\CN el

86.63 mg diphenyl cyanocarbonimidate, 52.1 mg isoqui-
nolin-6-amine, and 6 ml THF were added to a reaction bottle
with thermal reflux for 3.5 hrs. After removing THF by
vacuum, the residue was added to 10 ml EA. The precipi-
tated solid was filtered to obtain 32.9 mg 1-cyano-3-(iso-
quinolin-6-yl)-2-phenylisourea. The intermediate was
reacted with equivalent tert-butyl-2-(benzylamino)ethylcar-
bamate and 20 mg of DIPEA in 5 ml DMF at 110° C. for 18
hrs. After cooling, 1N NaOH was added and extracted twice
with EA. After the combined EA layer was dried and
concentrated by Na,SO,, 26.4 mg intermediate product was
eluted out by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane 4:1). The inter-
mediate was added to 1.5 ml 6N HCI at room temperature
with stirring overnight. After the reaction solution was
evaporated under reduced pressure, 2 ml acetone/methanol
(10:1) was added. The precipitate was filtered and washed
with acetone, and then the solid was taken and evaporated in
vacuum to give 18.7 mg of product.

Example 14: Preparation of 1-(4-methoxybenzyl)-1-
(2-aminoethyl)-2-cyano-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)guani-
dine hydrochloride

The preparation is similar to Example 13. Tert-butyl-2-
(benzylamino)ethylcarbamate was replaced by tert-butyl-2-
(4-methoxybenzylamino)ethylcarbamate.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'"H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): 8 3.12 (m, 2H), 3.71 (s,
3H), 3.78 (m, 2H), 5.02 (b, 2H), 6.90 (d, 1H), 7.32 (b, 1H),
8.21 (b, 3H), 8.68 (d, 1H), 8.73 (d, 1H), 9.56 (s, 1H).

Example 15: Preparation of 1-(3-chlorobenzyl)-1-
(2-aminoethyl)-2-cyano-3-(isoquinolin-6-yl)guani-
dine hydrochloride

The preparation is similar to Example 13. Tert-butyl-2-(b
enzylamino)ethylcarbamate was replaced by tert-butyl 2-(3-
chlorobenzylamino)ethylcarbamate.

Example 16: Preparation of 1-(4-fluorobenzyl)-1-
(2-aminoethyl)-3-(1H-indazol-5-yl)thiourea hydro-
chloride

€
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-continued

OH
k©\/ %
SN Nimoc

NHBoc
u
N N
y T
AN S
N
H
NH2
u
N N
y \ﬂ/
N 8 HCl
H

19.7 mg S-isothiocyanato-1H-indazole, 31.2 mg tert-butyl
2-(4-(hydroxymethyl)benzylamino )ethylcarbamate and 5 ml
acetone were added in a reaction bottle and reacted at room
temperature overnight. After removing acetone under
reduced pressure and purifying by a SiO2 column (EA/
Hexane=2:1), an intermediate product was obtained. The
intermediate product was added to a mixing solution of 0.7
ml 3M HCl/ether and 0.1 ml MeOH and stirred overnight at
room temperature. The precipitated solid was filtered and the
crystalline solid was washed with acetone. The solid was
evaporated to dryness to yield 9.5 mg of product.

OH

OH

Example 17: Preparation of
6-isothiocyanatoisoquinoline Intermediate

1.81 g isoquinolin-6-amine, 2.46 g TCDI and 2 eq Et3N
in 8 ml THF were stirred at room temperature for 4 hours.
After removing THF by vacuum, the residue was purified by
a column (EA/Hexane=1:1) to give 1.06 g of product.

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): § 7.67 (d, 1H), 7.81 (d,
1H), 8.04 (s, 1H), 8.21 (d, 1H), 8.54 (d, 1H), 9.33 (s, 1H).

Example 18: Preparation of Phenyl
isoquinolin-6-ylcarbamate Intermediate

NI, o cl

AN

| +©/\ﬂ/ .
N 0

N o

x
SORR®
N/ O

3.46 g 6-amino isoquinoline was added in 32 ml THF and
stirred in a water bath at room temperature. 4.03 g (1.3 eq)
DIPEA was then added. At this time, 4.1344 g phenylchlo-
roformate was slowly added to the stirred reaction solution.
After about 30 minutes, the reaction was heated and refluxed

\
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for 1 hour. After removing THF by vacuum, the residue was
purified by a SiO2 column (EA/Hexane=1:1) to give 3.06 g
of solid product (yield: 48.2%).

The NMR spectral data of the compound is listed below:
'H NMR (500 MHz DMSO d-6): § 7.24 (m, 3H), 7.44 (1,
2H), 7.72 (d, d, 2H), 8.03 (d, 1H), 8.12 (s, 1H), 8.40 (d, 1H),
9.16 (d, 1H), 10.69 (s, 1H).

To measure Rho-kinase inhibition, IC, values were
determined according to the following ELISA protocol:

ROCK Substrate Coated Plate (Part No 241601): One
strip well 96-well plate pre-coated with recombinant
MYPTI.

Buffer: 25 mM Tris, pH 7.5, 10 mM MgCl,, 5 mM
Glycerol-2-Phosphate, 0.1 mM Na,VO,; 1% DMSO; 2.5
mM DTT; (Enzyme: ROCK active-II) (Cell Biolabs, Cata-
log #STA-406, Part No. 241505) 0.1 ng/ul.

ATP Solution (Part No. 241604): 100 mM ATP. Final
concentration of ATP in reaction mixture: 250 uM.

Anti-phospho-MYPT1 (Thr696) (Part No. 241603).

Secondary Antibody, HRP Conjugate (Part No. 231003).

Biotinylated substrate, diluted to 0.25 uM with buffer
described above (without ATP).

Steps:

1. Purified kinase or cell lysate sample can be used
directly in the kinase assay or further diluted with 1x Kinase
Buffer. Each sample should be assayed in duplicate.

2. Add 90 pL. of the diluted active ROCK-II positive
control or unknown ROCK samples to the wells of the
substrate plate.

3. Initiate the kinase reaction by adding 10 plL of the 10x
Kinase Reaction Buffer containing DTT and ATP. Mix well.

4. Cover with a plate cover and incubate the wells at 30°
C. for 30-60 minutes with gentle agitation.

5. Stop kinase reaction by flicking out the content or by
adding 50 plL of 0.5M EDTA, pH 8.0, to each well.
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6. Remove the plate cover and empty wells. Wash
microwell strips 3 times with 250 pl, 1x Wash Buffer per
well with thorough aspiration between each wash. After the
last wash, empty wells and tap microwell strips on absorbent
pad or paper towel to remove excess 1x Wash Buffer.

7. Add 100 pl. of the diluted anti-phospho-MYPT1
(Thr696) antibody to each well.

8. Cover with the plate cover and incubate at room
temperature for 1 hour on an orbital shaker.

9. Remove the plate cover and empty wells. Wash the strip
wells 3 times according to step 6 above.

10. Add 100 pL of the diluted HRP-conjugated secondary
antibody to each well.

11. Cover with the plate cover and incubate at room
temperature for 1 hour on an orbital shaker.

12. Remove the plate cover and empty wells. Wash
microwell strips 3 times according to step 6 above. Proceed
immediately to the next step.

13. Warm Substrate Solution to room temperature. Add
100 ul. of Substrate Solution to each well, including the
blank wells. Incubate at room temperature for 5-20 minutes
on an orbital shaker.

14. Stop the enzyme reaction by adding 100 ulL of Stop
Solution into each well, including the blank wells. Results
should be read immediately (color will fade over time).

15. Read absorbance of each microwell on a spectropho-
tometer using 450 nm as the primary wave length.

The given activity (shown in Table 1 and Table 2) is
denoted as the negative logarithm of the IC,, (pICs,) as
follows:

+: plCsy<6.0

++: 6.0<plC,,<7.0

+++: 7.0<plCs,<8.0

++++: pIC5>8.0

TABLE 1

formula (I) structure

ROCK?2 ICs,

1

\ /

\_/

+++

s

\Ng Cl
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+++

s

++

\Q\O(Hﬂh
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TABLE 1-continued

formula (I) structure

ROCK2 ICs,
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H
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TABLE 2

formula (I) structure ROCK ICsq
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TABLE 2-continued

formula (I) structure ROCK ICsq
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TABLE 2-continued
formula (I) structure ROCK ICs,
13 NH, +
H OH
N A 0]
14 NH, ++
N Z O
15 NH, ++
H Br
g NVO/
F ©
16 NH, ++
% N\/O\
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TABLE 2-continued

formula (I) structure ROCK ICsq
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TABLE 2-continued

formula (I) structure ROCK ICsq
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TABLE 2-continued

formula (I) structure ROCK ICsq
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While the disclosure has been described by way of
example and in terms of the preferred embodiments, it
should be understood that the disclosure is not limited to the
disclosed embodiments. On the contrary, it is intended to
cover various modifications and similar arrangements (as
would be apparent to those skilled in the art). Therefore, the
scope of the appended claims should be accorded the
broadest interpretation so as to encompass all such modifi-
cations and similar arrangements.

What is claimed is:
1. A compound of formula (I), or a pharmaceutically
acceptable salt thereof:

@

Y
/ /\\/J

R,
Rs 2

wherein Ar is, S-isoquinoline, 6-isoquinoline, or their
N-oxide,

X is —C(=Z)—, wherein 7Z is N—CN, NH, NR,,
NCOR,, NCONR,Rs, NCO-aryl, or S,

Y and J are independently H, C,-C; alkyl, C4;-Cy aryl,
C,-C¢ aminoalkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl,
—O-aryl, —COOH, —COOR,, —CONHR,,, —CON-
HCH,-aryl, —CONR_,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen,
C,-C; halogened alkyl, -alkyl-OR,, —O-alkyl-OR,,
-alkyl-ONO,, —O-alkyl-ONO,, —OCOOR,,
—O(C=0)-aryl, —CHR,OH, —CH,OH, —CH,0
(C=0)-aryl, —CH,O0(C=0)—R,, —CHR,O
(C=0)-aryl, —CHR,O(C—0)—R,, unsaturated car-
boxylic ester, C,-C,, alkynyl, substituted C,-C,,
alkynyl, —NHSO,R,, —SR,, —SO,R,, —SO,NHR,
or —SO,NR R, wherein R, and R, are independently
H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cq aryl, substituted C,-C, alkyl,
substituted C,-Cg aryl, C5-C, , cycloalkyl, C,-C, , alky-
laryl, -alkyl-NR.,R,, -alkyl-OR,, -alkyl-ONO,,
—S(0)y5-(alkyl-NR¢R ), wherein R, and R, are inde-
pendently H, alkyl, aryl or bond together with nitrogen
atom to form a heterocyclic ring, and

R,, R, and R; are H, C,-C; alkyl, cycloalkyl, aryl, alky-
laryl, alkylheteroaryl, alkylheterocycle, wherein any
one thereof is optionally substituted with one or more
of OH, ONO,, or NR¢R,, wherein Ry and R, are
independently H, C,-C, alkyl, C4-Cg aryl or bond
together with nitrogen atom to form a heterocyclic ring.

2. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
pharmaceutically acceptable salt of the compound com-
prises a salt form of HCl, CH;SO;H, tartaric acid, maleic
acid, fumaric acid, malic acid or lactic acid.

3. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
compound comprises a prodrug, an optical isomer or a
racemic mixture thereof.

4. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein R, R,
and R; are —(CH,),NR, R,, or —(CH,),OH, wherein R,
and R, are independently H, C,-C alkyl, C4,-Cg aryl or
bond together with nitrogen atom to form a C,-C,, hetero-
cyclic ring, and n is an integer from 1 to 6.
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5. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein Ry and
Ry bond together with nitrogen atom to form a C,-C,,
heterocyclic ring.

6. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein Ry and
R, are independently H, C,-C; alkyl, C,-Cy aryl or bond
together with nitrogen atom to form a C;-C,, heterocyclic
ring.

7. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
compound is

Ry,

Z,

wherein R,; is H, C,-Cg alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, C,-C4 amino-
alkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-aryl,
—COOH, —COOR,,, —CONHR,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR, ,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,, halogen, C,-C; halo-
gened alkyl, -alkyl-OR,,, —O-alkyl-OR,,, O-alkyl-ONO,,
0-alkyl-ONO,, OCOOR, ,, —O(C—0)-aryl, —CHR, ,OH,
—CH,0H, —CH,0(C=0)-aryl, —CH,0(C—0)—R,,
—CHR, ,0(C=—0)-aryl, —CHR  ,O(C—0)—R, ,, wherein
R,,is H, C,-Cg4 alkyl, C4-Cg aryl, C5-C, , cycloalkyl, C4-C, 5
alkylaryl, and R, , is —H, C,-C; alkyl, —(CH,),NR, ;R | s or
—(CH,), OH, wherein R,5 and R, are independently H,
C,-C; alkyl, C4-Cy aryl or bond together with nitrogen atom
to form a C,-C,, heterocyclic ring, and Z, is N—CN, NH,
NR,,, NCOR,,, NCONR, R, s, NCO-aryl, S, or O, wherein
R, and R, are independently H, C,-C, alkyl, C4-Cyq aryl,
substituted C,-C, alkyl, substituted Cg-Cq aryl, C5-C,,
cycloalkyl, or C,-C, , alkylaryl.

8. The compound as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
compound is

Rao,

K
x

H H

N N
Y NT

NG S s

Ryg

wherein R, is H, C,-C, alkyl, C4-Cy aryl, C,-C4 amino-
alkyl, —NH,, —CN, —OH, —O-alkyl, —O-aryl,
—COOH, —COOR,,;, —CONHR,,, —CONHCH,-aryl,
—CONR,,CH,-aryl, —NHCOR,;,, halogen, C,-C; halo-
gened alkyl, -alkyl-OR,;, —O-alkyl-OR,,, -alkyl-ONO,,
O-alkyl-ONO,, —OCOOR,,, —O(C=0)-aryl,
—CHR,,0H, —CH,OH, —CH,0O(C—0)-aryl, —CH,O
(C=0)—R,, —CHR,,O(C—0)-aryl, —CHR ,O(C—0)—
R,;, wherein R,, is H, C,-C; alkyl, C4-C4 aryl, Cs-C,,
cycloalkyl, C¢-C,, alkylaryl, and R4 is —H, C,-C; alkyl,
—(CH,),NR,,R,; or —(CH,),,OH, wherein R,, and R,; are
independently H, C,-C4 alkyl, C4-Cy aryl or bond together
with nitrogen atom to form a C5-C,, heterocyclic ring, and
7, is N—CN, NH, NR,,, NCOR,,, NCONR,,R,;, NCO-
aryl, S, or O, wherein R,, and R,5 are independently H,
C,-Cq alkyl, C,-Cy aryl, substituted C,-C, alkyl, substituted
Cs-Cy aryl, C5-C, cycloalkyl, C,-C,, alkylaryl.
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