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Supplementary Material  

Supplementary Table 1 – Search terms and results of the literature research according to the PRISMA 

guidelines. 

Search term(s) Results from PubMed Results from Web of Science 

muscle-in-vein AND conduit 6 10 

muscle-in-vein AND graft 8 13 

muscle-vein AND conduit 13 15 

muscle-vein AND graft 22 26 

muscle-vein AND nerve 26 48 

muscle-in-vein AND nerve 10 14 

“muscle and vein conduit” 4 1 

“muscle and vein conduits” 5 1 

“muscle and vein graft” 1 0 

“muscle and vein grafts” 3 0 

“muscle-stuffed vein” 3 6 

“vein filled with muscle” 5 6 

“vein” AND "muscle graft*" 22 48 

“vein conduit*” AND “nerve” 55 80 

Total 183 268 

 

Supplementary Table 2 – Excluded preclinical studies. 

Study Reason for exclusion 

Battiston 1 No control group (ANG) featured 

Couturier 2 No control group (ANG) featured 

Di Benedetto 3 No control group (ANG) featured 

Fernandes 4 Full-text not available in English 

Fornaro 5 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Geuna 6 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Geuna 7 Full-text not available 

Geuna 8 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 
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Geuna 9 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Li 10 No control group (ANG) featured 

Mohammadi 11 No control group (ANG) featured 

Nicolino 12 No control group (ANG) featured 

Nijhuis 13 Non-standardized way to prepare the MVCs 

Pagnotta 14 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Raimondo 15 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Tos 16 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Tos 17 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Tos 18 Reported outcome measures not relevant for synthesis 

Tuncel 19 Non-standardized way to prepare the MVCs 

Manthou 20 No control group (ANG) featured 

Jemnoschi-Hreniuc (21 Non-standardized way to prepare the MVCs 

 

Supplementary Table 3  – Excluded clinical studies. 

Study Reason for exclusion  

Battiston 22 No control group (ANG) featured  

Battiston 23 No control group (ANG) featured 

Marcoccio 24 No control group (ANG) featured 

Schiefer 25 No control group (ANG) featured 
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