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Sample sizes were calculated a priori based on estimates of viral burden in tissues and rates of direct contact transmission observed during
prior work with related rodent species.

No animals were excluded from the data analysis although at times sample volumes were insufficient to allow downstream analyses (these
instances are outlined in the respective figure legends).

Data were collected from two independent experiments, and the reported data are representative of these replicates that produced a similar
outcome. Experiments are outlined in Extended Data Figure 5.

Deer mice were randomly assigned to their respective groups, except for experiments where age was a variable. All downstream samples
were therefore randomized for covariates.

Blinding of the animal experiments was not performed while experiments were being carried out in containment; however, the resulting
samples were assigned numerical sample IDs, and the raw data was not linked to the experimental groups until after the data were generated
and were being analyzed.

KPL peroxidase-labeled polyclonal goat antibodies against Peromyscus leucopus IgG (H+L) (Sera Care, cat # 5220-0375).

"Each lot is tested to assure specificity and lot-to-lot consistency using an in-house ELISA assay.

Reference number: 14-33-06" Sera Care website, March 2, 2021.

VeroE6 (ATCC).

The cell line was authenticated by the ATCC, employing morphology, karyotyping, and PCR based approaches to confirm the
identity of the cells.

Cell lines were confirmed to be negative for Mycoplasma contamination.

No commonly misidentified cell lines were used in these studies.




