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Supplementary data

Computation of the length of exposure in
intrauterine device groups
As each person can have several insertion codes during the study pe-
riod, the cumulative exposure time was defined as the sum of all the
exposure times attributable to each insertion code. As more removal
codes can also appear, the exposure time attributable to each inser-
tion code was defined as follows (here, insertion and removal codes
are considered sorted in temporal order):

• If no removal code was found after an insertion code and be-
fore the subsequent insertion code/follow-up date, then the

length of exposure attributable to the insertion code was de-
fined as the time between the insertion code and the subse-
quent insertion code/follow-up date

• If exactly one removal code was found after an insertion code
and before the subsequent insertion code/follow-up date, then
the length of exposure attributable to the insertion code was
defined as the time between the insertion code and the re-
moval code

• If more than one removal code was found after an insertion
code and before the subsequent insertion code/follow-up date,
then the length of exposure attributable to the insertion code
was defined as the time between the insertion and the last re-
moval code
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