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Appendix S2 – Quantifying fetal development using ultrasonography 

During March captures, we shaved the left caudal abdomen behind the last rib and 

applied lubricant to facilitate transabdominal scanning with a curvilinear, 3-MHz transducer 

(Monteith et al. 2014). To measure fetal development, we measured orbital diameter of the fetus, 

which has become a valuable tool in veterinary obstetrics (Karadaev et al. 2018). We worked to 

manipulate the scanning angle of the fetus to establish a lateral, cross-section of the head of the 

fetus and obtain a clear visual representation of the eye orbit (Lee et al. 2005), which we then 

measured using a digital caliper. When more than one fetus was present, we confirmed that the 

fetuses were of similar size and if not, we measured orbital diameter from each fetus and used 

the average in subsequent analyses. 
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