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Image Quality of Arterial Subtraction Images
The image quality of the arterial subtraction images obtained by post-treatment MRI was assessed using the following 

5-point scale: 1, overall non-diagnostic image quality; 2, severe subtraction artifacts (maximum thickness of subtraction 
bands > 5 mm, or more than two-thirds of either liver margins or vascular markings are ill-defined); 3, moderate 
subtraction artifacts (maximum thickness of subtraction bands of 2–5 mm, or between one-third and two-thirds of either 
liver margins or vascular markings are ill-defined); 4, good overall image quality with minimal artifacts (maximum thickness 
of subtraction bands < 2 mm, or less than one-third of either the liver margins or vascular markings are ill-defined); and 5, 
perfect overall image quality without any artifacts.


