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eAppendix 2. Myocardial Infarction Scenario Descriptions 
 
These descriptions of the scenario and its attributes were shown to participants prior to 
the myocardial infarction conjoint exercise to facilitate their understanding of each 
characteristic. COVID-19; Coronavirus Disease 2019; ER, emergency room. 
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eAppendix 3. Appendicitis Scenario Descriptions 
 
These descriptions of the scenario and its attributes were shown to participants prior to 
the appendicitis conjoint exercise to facilitate their understanding of each characteristic. 
COVID-19; Coronavirus Disease 2019; ER, emergency room. 
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eTable 1. Demographic Comparisons Between 1517 Survey Noncompleters and 
Completers 
 

Variable Survey non-completers 
(n=584) 

Survey completers 
(n=933) 

P 

Age (years), mean (SD)a 33.4 (16.9)  40.1 (13.0) <.001 
Sex, n (%)b:   <.001 
 Male 214 (46.2) 438 (47.0)  
 Female 222 (48.0) 491 (52.6)  
 Prefer not to say 27 (5.8) 4 (0.4)  
The unpaired Student t-test and chi-squared test were used to compare continuous parametric and categorical data, respectively. 
a  Data are missing from 118 individuals among the survey non-completers. 
b Data are missing from 121 individuals among the survey non-completers. 
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eTable 2. Demographics of Study Cohort vs US Population 
 

Variable Study cohort (N=933) 
n (%) 

2019 US Population  
% (latest available data) 

Age:   
 18-29 yo 230 (24.7%) 21.0% 
 30-39 yo 232 (24.9%) 17.3% 
 40-49 yo 218 (23.4%) 15.9% 
 50-59 yo 165 (17.7%) 16.4% 
 ≥60 yo 88 (9.4%) 29.4% 
Sex:   
 Male 438 (47.0%) 48.7% 
 Female 491 (52.6%) 51.3% 
 Prefer not to say 4 (0.4%) --- 
Race/ethnicity:   
 Non-Hispanic White 594 (63.7%) 59.5% 
 Non-Hispanic Black 109 (11.7%) 11.8% 
 Latino 109 (11.7%) 15.5% 
 Non-Hispanic Asian 71 (7.6%) 5.6% 
 Other  50 (5.4%) 7.6% 
Education levela:    
 High school degree or less 247 (26.5%) 38.3% 
 Some college 205 (22.0%) 20.0% 
 College degree 355 (38.1%) 29.0% 
 Graduate degree 126 (13.5%) 12.8% 
Marital statusb:   
 Married 361 (38.7%) 47.6% 
 Not married 572 (61.3%) 52.4% 
Total household annual income:   
 ≤$50,000 410 (43.9%) 38.4% 
 $50,001–$100,000 310 (33.2%) 30.2% 
 ≥$100,001–$200,000 156 (16.7%) 31.4% 
 Prefer not to say 57 (6.1%) --- 
Employment statusc:   
 Unemployed, on disability, on leave  of 
 absence from work, retired, or 
 homemaker 

365 (39.1%) 36.4% 

Employed or student 568 (60.9%) 63.6% 
US region:   
 Northeast 179 (19.2%) 17.4% 
 South 348 (37.3%) 38.1% 
 Midwest 205 (22.0%) 20.8% 
 West 201 (21.5%) 23.8% 
Insurance statusd:   
 Insured 775 (83.1%) 89.7% 
 Not insured 158 (16.9%) 10.3% 
US population data estimates are from the 2019 US Census American Community Survey (https://data.census.gov/). Data were 
accessed on May 31, 2021. 
a The US population data are calculated among those ≥25 years old.  
b The US population data are calculated among those ≥15 years old.  
c For the US population data, we report the proportion of the population ≥16 years old that is in the labor force. 
d The US population data are calculated among those ≥19 years old. 

https://data.census.gov/
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eTable 3. Regression Analyses on Prioritizing Avoidance of COVID-19 Exposure With More Restrictive P Value 
Threshold 
  

Variable Prioritized avoidance of COVID-19 exposure in the ED   
Myocardial infarction scenario  

aOR [95% CI] 
Appendicitis scenario  

aOR [95% CI] 
Age: 

 
 

 18-29 yo Reference Reference 
 30-39 yo 1.56 [0.89-2.74] 1.25 [0.79-1.99] 
 40-49 yo 1.99 [1.11-3.56] 1.08 [0.66-1.75] 
 50-59 yo 1.42 [0.74-2.71] 0.76 [0.44-1.31] 
 ≥60 yo 0.65 [0.24-1.79] 0.53 [0.25-1.15] 
Race/ethnicity:   
      Non-Hispanic White Reference Reference 
      Non-Hispanic Black 1.56 [0.87-2.80] 1.55 [0.94-2.57] 
      Latino 0.75 [0.36-1.54] 0.83 [0.47-1.47] 
      Non-Hispanic Asian 1.39 [0.67-2.92] 1.42 [0.76-2.66] 
      Other  1.16 [0.51-2.63] 1.34 [0.66-2.75] 
Educational attainment:   
      High school degree or less Reference Reference 
      Some college education 0.78 [0.45-1.34] 1.21 [0.76-1.91] 
     College degree 0.74 [0.44-1.24] 0.78 [0.50-1.22] 
      Graduate degree 0.90 [0.43-1.85] 0.88 [0.47-1.64] 
Total household income:   
 <$50,000 Reference Reference 
 $50,000–$100,000 0.80 [0.50-1.28] 0.99 [0.66-1.46] 
 ≥$100,001 0.51 [0.24-1.05] 0.70 [0.39-1.24] 
 Prefer not to say 2.51 [1.22-5.19] 2.11 [1.09-4.06] 
Current smoking status:   
 Not at all  Reference Reference 
 Some days 2.42 [1.29-4.56] 1.48 [0.83-2.65] 
 Every day  0.83 [0.49-1.41] 1.01 [0.65-1.58] 
Has health insurance 1.46 [0.87-2.47] 0.80 [0.52-1.23] 
Has usual source of care 0.50 [0.33-0.76] 0.58 [0.40-0.83] 
Religion:   
 Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim, or other religion Reference Reference 
 Agnostic or atheist 1.12 [0.57-2.18] 0.88 [0.49-1.57] 
 None of the above 1.51 [0.93-2.45] 1.16 [0.76-1.79] 
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 Prefer not to say 0.42 [0.14-1.23] 0.67 [0.28-1.60] 
Political party affiliation:    

Democrat Reference Reference 
Independent 0.82 [0.49-1.36] 1.14 [0.75-1.74] 
Republican 0.65 [0.37-1.13] 0.72 [0.45-1.15] 
Something else 1.20 [0.50-2.84] 0.58 [0.24-1.39] 
Prefer not to say 0.88 [0.35-2.23] 1.16 [0.54-2.51] 

Main source of news:   
 National or cable television news Reference Reference 
 Local television news 1.33 [0.77-2.29] 1.19 [0.75-1.88] 
 Newspaper 1.06 [0.25-4.48] 0.33 [0.07-1.62] 
 Online news websites 0.70 [0.35-1.41] 0.83 [0.48-1.43] 
 Social media websites  1.14 [0.62-2.10] 1.04 [0.63-1.73] 
 Other source 1.91 [0.71-5.16] 2.03 [0.83-4.97] 
 Do not read, watch, or listen to the news 3.24 [1.57-6.65] 1.87 [0.96-3.62] 
Perceived chance of contracting COVID-19:   
 1% or less Reference Reference 
 2% 0.46 [0.23-0.92] 0.54 [0.31-0.95] 
 4% 0.29 [0.13-0.62] 0.44 [0.24-0.78] 
 6% 0.65 [0.33-1.32] 0.60 [0.33-1.10] 
 8%  0.45 [0.18-1.11] 0.37 [0.17-0.79] 
 10% or more 0.58 [0.36-0.95] 0.56 [0.37-0.86] 
Wearing a face mask in public is an important step for protecting other 
people and slowing the spread of COVID-19:  

  

 Strongly disagree Reference Reference 
 Disagree 0.60 [0.18-2.00] 0.57 [0.20-1.63] 
 Neither agree or disagree 1.60 [0.72-3.55] 1.86 [0.91-3.80] 
 Agree 0.53 [0.25-1.15] 0.68 [0.34-1.33] 
 Strongly agree 0.58 [0.28-1.21] 0.76 [0.40-1.44] 
aOR, adjusted odds ratio; CI, confidence interval; COVID-19, Coronavirus Disease 2019; ED, emergency department. The multivariable logistic regression models included all 
covariates in the table; these variables were selected for inclusion in the models as they had p<.01 in bivariate analyses. 

 


