
Study or Subgroup Experimental Arm Control Arm Weight Risk Difference Risk Difference
Events Total Events Total 95% CI  95% CI

Study 1 10 20 15 25 1.3% -0.10 [-0.39, 0.19]
Study 2 30 70 40 80 4.2% -0.07 [-0.23, 0.09]
Study 3 100 200 125 200 11.3% -0.13 [-0.22, -0.03]
Study 4 200 400 450 700 28.8% -0.14 [-0.20, -0.08]
Study 5 600 800 1000 1200 54.4% -0.08 [-0.12, -0.05]

Total (95% CI) 1490 2205 100.0% -0.10 [-0.13, -0.08]
Total events 940 1630
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Here the confidence 
intervals do not overlap the 
‘line of no effect’, hence 
the results are statistically 
significant

Line of No Effect
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Here the confidence intervals 
overlap the ‘line of no effect’, 
hence the results are not 
statistically significant

Diamond refers to the pooled intervention effect. If the diamond touches the ‘line of 
no effect’, the differences between the two groups are not statistically significant


