
Appendix 1: Primaquine regimens for radical cure of P. vivax malaria, used in studies and recommended by 
malaria control programs 

 

Best Primaquine dose study [1].  

 

For children 

Weight 
(Kg) 

mL 
Dose  
in mg 

mg/kg 
dose 

total mg/kg dose  
in 14 d 

5 0.8 ml 2.4 0.48 6.72 

6 1.0 ml 3 0.5 7 

7 1.2 ml 3.6 0.51 7.2 

8 1.3 ml 3.9 0.49 6.83 

9 1.5 ml 4.5 0.5 7 

10 1.7 ml 5.1 0.51 7.14 

11 1.8 ml 5.4 0.49 6.87 

12 2 ml 6 0.5 7 

13 2.2 ml 6.6 0.51 7.11 

14 2.3 ml 6.9 0.49 6.9 

15 2.5 ml 7.5 0.5 7 

16 2.5 ml 7.5 0.47 6.56 

17 2.5 ml 7.5 0.44 6.18 

18 3 ml 9 0.5 7 

19 3 ml 9 0.47 6.63 

20 3 ml 9 0.45 6.3 

Each tablet contains 15 mg. Dose: (0.5 mg/kg/day) for 14 days. A suspension is made by allowing 1 tablet to 

dissolve in 5ml clean water (1ml=3mg)  

 

For adults 

Weight 
(Kg) 

N tabs  Dose  
in mg 

mg/kg 
dose 

total mg 
dose  

in 14 d 

21 - 26 0.75 11.25 0.43 - 0.54 6.06 - 7.5 

27 - 34 1 15 0.44 - 0.56 6.18 - 7.78 

35 - 40 1.25 18.75 0.47 - 0.54 6.56 - 7.5 

41 - 48 1.5 22.5 0.47 - 0.55 6.56 - 7.68 

49 - 56 1.75 26.25 0.47 - 0.54 6.56 - 7.5 

57 - 65 2 30 0.46 - 0.53 6.46 - 7.37 

66 - 80 2.5 37.5 0.47 - 0.57 6.56 - 7.95 

81 - 100 3 45 0.45 - 0.56 6.3 - 7.78 

  



IMPROV study regimen [2] 

 

Weight/kg 
0.5 mg/kg/day 

regimen 
mg/kg /day 

Total dose in 
mg/kg  in 14 days 

1 mg/kg/day 
regimen 

mg/kg/day 
Total dose in 

mg/kg  in 7 days 

5 to 22 see suspension dosing chart   

23-34 15 0.44 - 0.65 6.2 - 9.1 30 0.88 - 1.3 6.2 - 9.1 

35-45 22.5 0.5 - 0.64 7.0 - 9.0 45 1 - 1.29 7.0 - 9.0 

≥ 46 30 ≤ 0.67 ≤ 9.4 60 ≤ 1.33 ≤ 9.4 

 

Primaquine suspension dosing chart. 

A primaquine tablet is crushed and suspended. 

1) For children randomised to receive 14 days primaquine provide 3 mg PQ in 1ml suspension (e.g. one 15mg 
tablet in 5ml syrup→ 1ml=3mg). 

1ml=3mg  

Weight ml/day 
Actual dose given 
(mg) 

Actual dose 
given mg/kg/day 

Total mg/kg dose 
in 14 days  

5 0.8 2.4 0.48 6.72 

6 1 3 0.5 7 

7 1.2 3.6 0.51 7.2 

8 1.3 3.9 0.49 6.83 

9 1.5 4.5 0.5 7 

10 1.7 5.1 0.51 7.14 

11 1.8 5.4 0.49 6.87 

12 2 6 0.5 7 

13 2.2 6.6 0.51 7.11 

14 2.3 6.9 0.49 6.9 

15 2.5 7.5 0.5 7 

16 2.5 7.5 0.47 6.56 

17 3 9 0.53 7.4 

18 3 9 0.5 7 

19 3 9 0.47 6.63 

20 3 9 0.45 6.3 

21 3.5 10.5 0.5 7 

22 3.5 10.5 0.48 6.68 

 

  



2) For children randomised to receive 7 days primaquine provide 6mg PQ in 1ml suspension (e.g. two 15mg 
tablets in 5ml syrup → 1ml=6mg, based on the properties of the primaquine tablets other concentrations may 
need to be explored). 

1ml=6mg  

Weight ml/day 
Actual dose given 

(mg) 
Actual dose 

given mg/kg/day 
Total mg/kg 

dose in 7 days 

5 0.8 4.8 0.96 6.72 

6 1 6 1 7 

7 1.2 7.2 1.03 7.2 

8 1.3 7.8 0.98 6.83 

9 1.5 9 1 7 

10 1.7 10.2 1.02 7.14 

11 1.8 10.8 0.98 6.87 

12 2 12 1 7 

13 2.2 13.2 1.02 7.11 

14 2.3 13.8 0.99 6.9 

15 2.5 15 1 7 

16 2.5 15 0.94 6.56 

17 3 18 1.06 7.41 

18 3 18 1 7 

19 3 18 0.95 6.63 

20 3 18 0.9 6.3 

21 3.5 21 1 7 

22 3.5 21 0.95 6.68 

 

 

  



Regimen used by Wagchuch et al in Bhutan [3]. 

 

Body weight 
Dose given / day in 
mg 

mg/kg/day 
total dose in mg/kg  

in 14 days 

5 - 14 2.5 0.18 - 0.5 2.52- 7 

15 - 24 5  0.16 - 0.25 2.24 - 3.5 

25 - 34 15 0.22 - 0.3 3.08 - 4.2 

35 - ≥ 60 30 ≤ 0.25 - 0.43 3.5 - 6.02 

 

 

Regimen used by Takeuchi et al in Thailand [4]. 

Patients were dosed by age. We have used our modelled weight for age growth curves to estimate the minimum 

and maximum weights for each age to estimate the mg/kg dose received.   

 

Age Weight kg Dose mg mg/kg/day 
total dose in mg/kg 

in 14 days 

3 - 7 8.3 - 27 5 0.19 - 0.6 2.66 - 8.4 

8 - 13 15 - 49 10 0.2 - 0.67 2.8 - 9.38 

≥ 14 25 - 86 15 0.17 - 0.6 2.38 – 8.4 

 

 

  



Vietnamese National Guidelines  

http://www.impe-qn.org.vn/impe-qn/vn/portal/InfoDetail.jsp?area=58&cat=1066&ID=1322 

The recommended regimen currently is 0.25 mg/kg/d for 14 days. Dosing is by age. We have used our modelled 

age growth curves to estimate the minimum and maximum weights for each age to estimate the mg/kg dose 

received.  

Age Weight kg Dose in mg  7.5 mg tablets mg/kg/day 
total dose in 

mg/kg in 14 days 

6m - <3 5 - 16.6 1.87 ¼ tablet 0.11 - 0.38 1.54 - 5.32 

3 - < 5 8.3 - 21.3 3.75 ½ tablet 0.18 - 0.45 2.52 - 6.3 

5 - < 12 11 - 42 7.5 1 tablet 0.18 - 0.68 2.5 - 9.52- 

12 - < 15 22 - 53 11.25 1½ tablets 0.21 - 0.51 2.94 - 7.14 

≥ 15 27 - 86 15 2 tablets 0.17 - 0.56 2.38 - 7.84 

 

 

 

 

Between 2007 and 2009, 0.5 mg/kg/d was recommended for 10 days, for a total dose of 5 mg/kg. Dosing was by 

age. We have used our modelled weight for age growth curves to estimate the minimum and maximum weights 

for each age to estimate the mg/kg dose received. 

Age Weight kg Dose 7.5 mg tablets mg/kg/d 
total dose  

in 10 d 

3 - < 5 8.3 - 21.3 7.5 1 0.35 - 0.9 3.5 - 9 

5 - < 12 11 to 42 15 2 0.36 - 1.36 3.6 - 13.6 

12 - < 15 22 - 53 22.5 3 0.42 - 1.02 4.2 - 10.2 

≥ 15 27 - 86 30 4 0.35 - 1.11 3.5 - 11.1 

 

  

http://www.impe-qn.org.vn/impe-qn/vn/portal/InfoDetail.jsp?area=58&cat=1066&ID=1322


Regimen recommended in Brazil in 2020 over 7 days 

http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/guia_pratico_malaria.pdf 

 

Weight kg Dose in mg/d mg/kg/d 
total dose in mg/kg  

in 7 days 

5 - 9 5 0.56 - 1.0 3.89 - 7 

10 - 14 10 0.71 – 0.94 5 to 7 

15 - 34 15 0.44 - 1.0 3.09 - 7 

35 - 49 30 0.61 - 0.86 4.29 - 6 

50 - 69 30 0.43 - 0.75 3.04 - 4.2 

70 - 89 45 0.51 - 0.64 3.54 - 4.5 

90-120 60 0.5 - 0.67 3.5 - 4.67 

 

Previous regimen in Brazil in children [5] 

 

Age in y Weight kg 
Total dose over 

7d mg 
Mg/kg total dose  

in 7 days 

1 - 3  10 to 14 40 2.86 – 4.0 

4 - 8 15 to 24 70 2.92 - 4.67 

9 - 11 25 - 34 105 3.09 - 4.2 

12 - 14 35 - 49 150 3.06 – 4.2 

http://bvsms.saude.gov.br/bvs/publicacoes/guia_pratico_malaria.pdf


 

Regimen used in Colombia 

https://www.paho.org/col/index.php?option=com_docman&view=document&layout=default&alias=1220-guia-

para-la-atencion-clinica-integral-del-paciente-con-malaria&category_slug=publicaciones-ops-oms-

colombia&Itemid=688 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.paho.org/col/index.php?option=com_docman&view=document&layout=default&alias=1220-guia-para-la-atencion-clinica-integral-del-paciente-con-malaria&category_slug=publicaciones-ops-oms-colombia&Itemid=688
https://www.paho.org/col/index.php?option=com_docman&view=document&layout=default&alias=1220-guia-para-la-atencion-clinica-integral-del-paciente-con-malaria&category_slug=publicaciones-ops-oms-colombia&Itemid=688
https://www.paho.org/col/index.php?option=com_docman&view=document&layout=default&alias=1220-guia-para-la-atencion-clinica-integral-del-paciente-con-malaria&category_slug=publicaciones-ops-oms-colombia&Itemid=688


Regimen used in Honduras 

 

http://www.bvs.hn/Honduras/salud/norma.de.malaria.en.honduras.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bvs.hn/Honduras/salud/norma.de.malaria.en.honduras.pdf


Regimen used in Ethiopia 
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