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Defining rehabilitation
An exploration of why it is attempted, and why it will always fail

890 / 9756 decisions
disagreed

Problem (Cochrane)
Identifying whether
systematic reviews were
about rehabilitation

committee disagreed with

54 / 890 decisions
clinical reviewer

Rationale for decisions

90 /890 decisions
inconsistent across reviews

Funding a service, or a
treatment, or aprt of process

{ Accepting responsibility for
resolving a patient's problem

Problem (general)
People or organisation
need to classify, but for
different reasons

locaﬂng which service should
take responsibility

allocated to rehabilitation

projects

Deiding if evidence is relevant
to a rehabilitation guideline
(NICE)

Nine identified
(but more exist)

[ ding research funds

['Prooess, bundle of means or measures"

Rehabilitation:

existing expert definitions
Include different concepts

“generally, a health strategy with a
specific aim"

Aim to improve
of fi

panlclpaﬂon. Indspendence or salf
determination, or quality of life"

[For people who will benefit from it

(Concomad with patient ‘function’ 187 definitions identified

Rehabilitation:
existing public definitions

[Isaprocess

Included different concepts

(Focus on the person, 'patient-centred'

Focus on social function and
participation

'an exact statement or description of the
nature, scope, or meaning of something" [OED]

From Latin, definire: "to set bounds to" J

Sets boundaries around a concept:
categorises as 'in' or 'out’

Definition:

meaning and use

Like a screening test

Has an 'uncertainty
principle’

Meaning of words evolve as
context and use change
Linguistic Words mean what those using
considerations. them think they mean

Clinically people can clarify or
ask about intended meaning

Defining

rehabilitation

“ascribing to a part of a creature (concept)
attributes which logically can be ascribed only

Philosophical/logical

considerations: to the creature (concept) as a whole.
The 'mereological One cannot define rehabilitation by reference to
fallacy' its components such as interventions or

outcomes
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